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Sm_P No. 4 for the Drag Festival was at the
well-known  Yorkshire sprint  venue at
R.AF., Church Fenton, run as usual by the
Yorkshire Centre of the B.A R.C. unde. the
genial and ultra-efficient leadership of that
great enthusiast Mike Wilson, this time work.
INg In conjunction with the B.D.R.A.
Comparisons are odious, but really every-
thing about this meeting was magnificent, the

GARLITS
AGAIN!

Fourth fastest time
overall by Don Garlits

in Round 4 of the Drag
Festival at Church Fenton

By BRIAN SPARROW

WALLY PARKS examines the 1,450 c.c.

ridden by Howard German (above).

runs being the slickest so far and the officials
most helpful and pleasant, which made the
long trek north most worth while.

It was the turn of world record holder
George Brown to make best bike time with
a machine that now appears almost fully
sorted after its Monza bothers, a time of
10.72 secs. being such an indication.

As the cars were intelligently paired off and
pushed through for their timed runs as fast as
possible (together with the fact that the
British competitors were making times that
were better than at the previous three venues—
in most cases, at any rate—everything and
cveryone were on top form, auguring well for
the after lunch races.

The only true amateur feam over here from
the States ran first for the U.S. during the
morning  “warm-up” runs with the Dos
Palmos 6,075 c.c. Chevvy-powered rail driven
by Bab Keith. Bob made a run of 9.24 secs.
at 165 m.p.h. with the front wheels hardly
touching the deck—whew! Dodge driver
Dave Strickler was this time faster than Ronnie
Sox in his Mercury Comet, the aluminium-
bodied machine taking 11.77 secs. to 12.31 secs.
for the glassfibre-panelled factory experi-
mental “sedan”,

Tommy Ivo kept everyone happy with a
searing run of 8.98 secs. at 161 m.p.h_, his foot

being hard down all the way even though,

after the smoke had cleared, the rubber marks

Volkswagen engine of the Drag Waye,
ALAN HERRIDGE with the D.D.-Buick

Straight 8 dragster (below, left). WORLD'S WILDEST WILLYS in the hands of
George Montgomery (below, right).

489 A

AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 2, 1964

were seen to be hardly in a straight line. What
an appetizer! : 2

Aspz digestive after lunch Garlits was fired
up and sent off to a run of 8,37 secs. at another
195 m.p.h. Very interesting after Woodvale,
as the identical fantastic speed had a frac-
tionally slower elapsed time for a far safer-
looking run (though somehow the word safer
seems inappropriate for these cars, even
though they have been proved to be such).

Bob Keith made his best run yet in the UK.
in 9.32 secs. at 158 m.p.h. and Strickler and
Sox made a matched run in the mid-120s,
Strickler coming out on top in the eliminator
between these two, which is always a crowd
pleaser.

The fantastic crowd present was treated to
some close eliminator races due to the pre-
viously mentioned pairings. For once Tony
Kinch did not have the smallest saloon and
G.T. class his own way, as Ken Lee's very hot
Mini-Cooper saw him off with a run _01‘
16.23 secs., only to be beaten by Mike
Wheatley’s M. G.B in the class final run-off.

Peter Westbury in the Lotus-B.R.M. 23
beat Walton in_his Walton-Bristol for his
sports class eliminator final and Ken Wilson
in his Lister-Jaguar beat the lightweight
E-type of Phil Scrazg, only to lose out to Brian
Ropner’s Shelby Cobra in their class final
eliminator. Ecrin v

The Deep Sanderson “twin-Mini”, with
Chris Lawrence driving on this occasion, won
the up to 3,000 c.c. class eliminator, as Peter
Westbury retired the Ferguson after pipping
Ken Wilson's B.R.M. §

Not surprisingly, the Dragon dragster with
Allan Allard driving won the smaller dragster
class with another over 120 m.p.h. run (des-
pite a missed gearchange) and then went on
to push the larger Allard device with 5.7-litre
Chrysler motor to a best Festival performance
of 11.25 secs. at 141 m.p.h., gaining valuable
experience with the brute on every run.

An interesting innovation of this meeting
was the matching of a motor-cycle against a
car. George Brown challenged Moonbeam
driver Dante Duce, to allow Duce to record
his first win of the Festival with a nicely
judged run, just reaching the line before
George. Alfie Hagon came against the
Dragon dragster, and this time two wheéels
beat four.

Doug Church in the Porsche dragster ran
away from Peter Westbury after the Lotus-
B.R.M. gave trouble on leaving the start line.

Tony Nancy looked all set for a fantastic
run after his 171 m.p.h. run on the Saturday,
but after a brilliant start was mortified to blow
4 hole in the sump of the Plymouth, thus
putting paid to any more runs at Church
Fenton,

As the course was excellent Garlits and Ivo
were able to run together, as at the first two
events, and this time it was Tommy lvo who
reached the finish first in 8.65 secs. at 192
m.p.h—his fastest terminal speed so far in
Britain, but not his best time. Garlits’s time
was 8.88 secs. at 149 m.p.h., and this after
splitting his fuel tank along the course—just
he?l‘:éhelﬁnisglh it was said.

0 Garlits did 195 m.p.h. after 8.37 for
B.T.D., but Ivo beat Garlits after a fine race
later on. Roll on next weekend, and may the
fine weather hold out just a little longer.
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THE International Drag Festival circus moved

on to R.AF. Kemble, near Cirencester,

. last Saturday for the fifth round of the British

series of events. The Cheltenham M.C, and

the R A.F.M.S.A. had the responsibility for
the organization on this occasion.

he mixture was much as before, with the

# welcome appearance of several more hill-climb

» eXponents who came along to compete and sce
what this drag racing is all about.

A standing quarter-mile time of 10.30 secs.
backed up with a 10.37 secs. run with both

. terminal velocities around the 150 m.p.h. mark
were quite enough to prove to all that George
Brown was in cracking form, the previous

grounds’ bothers being diagnosed as a bent
magneto shaft which had I'equipe Brown
foxed. The afternoon duel between Alfie

{agon and George eventually went to Alfie

“with 10.85 secs. to Brown’s 10.88, but with the

Jatter having a terminal velocity some 9 m.p.h.
ore than that of the winner. i

. In the smaller saloon and G.T. class morning

ime trials Nick Porter in his Mini-Cooper S,

anaged a 15.92 secs, quarter-mile time with

a speed over the line of 87 m.p.h.—really
moving for a Mini, however well modded!

Peter Westbury did his best to date quarter-
mile time for the Lotus-B.R.M. in 12.01 secs.
at 122 m.p.h. and Ken Wilson required 12.21
secs. for his single-seater 24-litre B.R.M, Tony
Marsh in his Marsh-Climax, however, made
times to break the 12 secs. bracket on all his
three runs, starting off with a cool 11.95 secs.
in the morning,

Tony Densham (Worden Dragster) at last
received some much-needed encouragement
after his wretched luck of late when he made
a run in 11.32 secs., well up to the identically
powered Allard Dragon's times—a super
effort after so much blower bother.

During the morning runs the American
Drag Racing Team made their runs sin ly,
Garlits again being much the fastest witﬁ. a
194 m.p.h. run in 8.46 secs. to Tommy Ivo's
184 m.p.h. Tony Nancy in the rear-engined
8-litre petrol-fuclled Plymouth Wedge 2 made
a fabulous dead-straight run at 176 m.p.h. in
8.98 secs.—his best ever run anywhere in this
car. Sox and Strickler in their Comet and
Dodge factory experimental sedans both_ did
11.72 secs. runs to show us how close the
opposition is back home. A full quarter-mile
course was at last completed by K. S. Pittman
in_his Chrysler-powered '34 Willys, his time
being 11.33 secs. after ending up at 130 m.p.h.
following a *“wiggle” at about half distance.
Not to be outdone, George Montgomery in
his '34 Willys ‘“‘gas" coupé replied with a
10.51 secs. run at 137 m.p.h., the hydromatic
changing of the gears being a delight to hear.
These high set (fgr weight transfer) “buggies’

really are an eye-opener, many of the onlookers

 half expecting them to roll over at the least
bit of snaking.

After lunch the class eliminations were run

and, not unexpectedly, after his fine
orning runs, Nick Porter won the smaller
aloon and G.T. class with an even swifter
final run off time of 15.75 secs. The Diva of
tJohn Bloomfield won the smaller of the sports
asses with a 14.03 secs. run-off against the
ff-tune Lotus-B.R.M. Brian Ropner in his
helby Cobra beat Gibson's Jaguar C-type,

THE LARGE AND SMALL Allards,

e T
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the Dragon and Chevrolet-powered machine

(above). MEN AT WORK on the motor of the Wedge (below). AWAY goes John
Harrison with the Atlantic in-line dragster (bottom).

RAGGING AT KEMBLE

Cheltenham M.C.’s contribution to the Drag Festival
By BRIAN SPARROW

and Ken Wilson in the Lister-Jaguar beat Phil
Chapman’s Mercury-Chapman in the initial
runs for the larger sports class. Ropner then
went on to eliminate Wilson and then Don
Farrell, who had been given a bye for the
first round, the Cobra’s time being 12.85 secs.

Tony Marsh won the racing car class,
eliminating John Macklin and Ken Wilson in
the process with times of 11.86 and 11.76 secs.,
showing that the 2-litre Marsh-Climax was
getting quicker and quicker. The Ferguson
had gear maladies after its morning run,
necessitating a late session at the venue on
Saturday evening,

During the afternoon runs Montgomery in
his spotless Willys supercharged *gas” coupé
went even quicker at 139 m.p.h. in 10.37 secs.,
with K. 8. Pittman coming closer with runs
of 10.63 secs. at 144 m.p.h. and 10.57 secs. at

145 m.p.h., the latter time being accomplished
when winning his match race against Dante
Duce in the supercharged Moonbeam-
Chevrolet sports car. Bob Keith, pictured
previously in Autosrort, rushed up to 171
m.p.h. in 9.11 secs., his best so far in England.

Surprisingly, Duce’s time in the works
Shelby Cobra was only a fraction slower than
his time in Moonbeam, 11.26 against 11.21
secs., but with the Cobra crossing the finish
line slightly faster,
. Usually Garlits has merely made a single
timed run in the morning and then waited for
the end of the meeting match race against Ivo,
but at Kemble we were treated to a second
single run with a time of 8.32 secs. at 195
m.p.h.

For the match race to end this, the pen-
ultimate round of the Festival, the machines

were pushed up the course with their ignition
off and fired up only on the run returning to
the start for the minimum of running time—
the engines having a life of about 30 mins.!
Starter George Wells raised the flag and there

they were gone out of the smoke. Garlits
was again the first across the line at 195 in
8.34 secs. to Ivo’s 189 at 8.47 secs.—and they
call this a “demonstration™! Last stop
Blackbushe. . .
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HE final round of the Drag Festival returned
T to Blackbushe Airport last Sunday for the
Allard O.C. in conjunction with the Basing-
stoke Motor-Cycle Club to organize the event
fqr the B.D.R.A. Even allowing for the free
viewing at Brighton, the crowd was surely a
record for a straight line event in Britain,

An early morning mist delayed the start for
15 mins. when the saloon and G.T. cars made
their timed runs, to be followed by the sports
classes which included several hairy Allard-
based machines supporting their club. To
comply with local byelaws for the Sabbath,

3 and 4 wheels
were not allowed to warm up and make their

the unsilenced racers on 2,

runs until after noon.

FESTIVAL

CLOSES

Don Garlits makes it

six-out-of-six at Blackbushe

By BRIAN SPARROW

s
s

THE PEOPLE-sponsored Drag Festival is over,
powered kart driven by Allan Burgess (above).

Again a Mini-Cooper S was quickest in the
smaller saloon and G.T. class, this time an
example driven by A. P. Locke in 16.25 secs.
Both the LawrenceTune drivers, Tony Kinch
and John Gavin in Group 2 Cortina G.T. and
hybrid 1,650 c.c. Ford-engined Dauphine
respectively, broke the 17 secs. barrier for the
first time as a result of consistent improve-
ment throughout the series. 3

Not unexpectedly, John Turner in the Iso
Grifo made guickest time in the larger saloon
and G.T. class in 14.25 secs. at 103 m.p.h.

Most of the larger sports cars, it transpired,
were exceeding the magic ton over the line
after about 13 to 14 secs., the fastest being the
Farrellac at 111 m.p.h., driven on this occasion
by Stella Farrell, Don having had his go the
previous day. 2

Peter Westbury had the Ferguson goin
again in 11.42 secs. at 123 m.p.h., the take-offs
from this four-wheel-drive machine being very
sharp indeed as were the take-offs of the other
four-wheel-drive entry in the class, the Deep
Sanderson in the hands of Tony Kinch,
making his and the machine’s best guarter-mile
time of 12.62 secs. at 111 m.p.h.

Interesting entries in the racing class were
Nobby Spero's Maserati 250F, in showroom
condition, Dudley Gahagan's E.R.A. (R7B)
and Eckersley’s Type 35 Bugatti; the Maserati
was the quickest in 14.34 secs. at 102 m.p.h.

Just before lunch Don Garlits made what
was to remain his fastest run in England at
197 m.p.h. in 8.12 secs. Tommy Ivo Fo[lowed
this with a magnificent run at 194 m.p.h. in
8,21 secs., which again was to be his best in
England. A speed of 165 m.p.h. in 9.35 secs.
was recorded by Bob Keith in the only
amateur crewed car in the American team,
Bob using 100 octane fuel unlike Garlits and
Tvo, who blend nitro with alcohol.

Doug Church made a nicely judged run in
11.37 secs.—quicker, in fact, than the times
made earlier that day by Alan Allard and Tony
Densham in the Dragon and Worden Shor-
rock-blown Cortina-engined devices. An
interesting point is that Church’s terminal
speed was 10 m.p.h. down on Densham’s and
a full 15 m.p.h. on Allard’s.

An interesting demonstration started the
Erucccdings off after a foreshortened lunch

reak, brought about by another ruling that
the meeting must cease at 5 p.m., when Allan
Burgess, Editor of Karring, drove a Fox
kart propelled by a pair of ram jets to a time
of 1;26 secs. for the quarter-mile, the fire-
work explosion on taking-off being quite
startling. A brave man—especially so if the
jets are au point, when 150 m.p.h. in under
10 secs. is possible with such a machine. The
driver had not driven the thing before last
Sunday, and didn't even know what to expect!

set fire to their Goodyears.
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iminati : ins by Ken
e class elimination Saw wins >
A);];f:ls in his Mini-Cooper S, John T:%rri!{ewn
the Iso Grifo, Westbury in the Lo_tus tér 'an"
Ken Wilson in his B.R.M. single-sca
Soans in his Cooper-Buick. ;
The Worden Dragster was again e
song, but was narrowly beaten by the L ragn -
of Alan Allard, who was 0.01 sec. quicker

p.h. faster through the lights.
< il?an Herridge just managed to kecp_I}h'c
supercharged Buick 8 rail ahead of Hills's

vhi i eared after the first
Jaguar Spl., which disapp ey

he meeting for *'develd
i e small-engined  dragster ©

i t
An inlereshng as Metcalf's TR3-based

i its .

Eggﬁ?ﬁe]with s%]id !‘rprﬁt ax!eli;_l"l)(:luntmg on
5, but wit rovISIO!

;Esh;]ec;sigs-ic\]:vh’[ch was Icckepd_ on this occasion.
The whole machine is beautil 1 o
and with the winter to sort things out it shoul
be a real goer in the unblown
dragsters next season.

A Allard drove the larger
e uce in Moonbeam_ and, wit

inst D :
sl from Dad on the line to keep

encouragement

the takeg-uﬁ' revs high, managed a best-ever
run for the machine in 10.28 secs. Perhaps the
threat of Moonbeam helped matters also!

The late afternoon runs for the American
Drag Ra?{ing T;:a.m can certainly be classed
as “final flings” :

Bob Keith in the gas-fuelled 6-litre Chcsr\-:y
slingshot rail ran against Tony Nancy's
Wedge 2 with 8-litre Plymouth motor. Well,
Nancy reached the end of the quarter-mile
first, but at some cost, as vet a third block
was ventilated, while Bob broke a half-shaft
on his machine—the first time his team has
suffered a transmission failure. Dave Strickler
in the Dodge sedan managed two runs in the
mid-11s after a gearbox change during the
lunch break. Dave was rewarded for his
efforts by keeping ahead of Ronnie Sox in the
Galaxie-powered Comet sedan.

To end the meeting and the series of events
the Garlits-Ivo match race was run off. Ivo
certainly reached the far end first after an 8.27
secs. run at 191 m.p.h. to Garlits’s quicker run
and faster speed of 8.19 secs. at 196 m.p.h.,
but the question was: did Tony anticipate the
start? The writer thought so, but unfor-
tunately, being a demonstration run, the foul
start switch was not brought into operation
by the starter. Nevertheless Garlits took the
series in his Wynns-Jammer, and that start
will keep people talking until the next time—
roll on next year!

By the way, the fog covering the southern
counties on Sunday evening cannot be attri-
buted to the rubber fog made by the Good-
years being burnt awav at the rate of 10 runs
to a slick tyre!

and it certainly brought forward some strange machinery—like th !
. e -
TEN runs to a drag slick (tyre)—and no wonder. Tﬂmmy}}vo e ;:agarﬁ:s

for rear
fully constructed

2-litre class for
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Wild Bill Shrewsberry in action with his Plymouth, which is rear engined! Small castors at the rear keep

the body intact while the tyres do incredible things.

The eight-second corrida

Better believe it, The Dynamic Drag Racing Cult

has a Dramatic Past and an Assured Future

by Allen Friedrich

INCE the first organized meeting at
S Goleta  Airport, California, in
1948 actually a thinly-disguised ruse
to get the speed crazy hot rodders off the
highways—drag racing has mushroomed
into being America’s second biggest specta-
tor sport. In 1966 nearly four million people
flocked through the turnstiles at the 2,000
meetings held at the 143 drag strips official-
ly sanctioned by the National Hot Rod
Association, Add to this the attendance
figures at sirips not supported by the
NHRA and the total will more than double,
making it a very big deal indeed, bigger than
all other forms of auto sport combined.
Apart from its undeniable dramatic ap-
peal drag racing claims to do more for the
private motorist than any other type of
racing, since the action stresses the factors
most vital to the ordinary driver. The items
most important and therefore most likely @
be developed and improved are engine
toughness, brakes, tyres, and the only sort
of power performance left by crowded
highways and traffic laws—acceleration.
Comfort and road-holding may play litle
part in the quarter-mile saga but a vast
amount of knowledge has been gained about
adhesion and traction. The clutch has also
been given a lot of attention since, in this
sort of split-second competition, il was
found to be the item most likely to leave a
driver sitting at the start with silly grin on
his face.
Engine and clutch explosions still happen

but less often, and at far higher speeds than
a few years ago. George Hurst, who has
built up the mammoth performance equip-
ment business, developed many of his pro-
ducts through dragstrip experience. His
company recently took over the famed
Airheart Brake firm which may well lead to
an end of the old story of indifferent brakes
on American passenger cars.

Go, baby, go!

As the size and performance of production
cars have increased, so has the public adula
tion of brute performance, and herein may
lie the secret to the success of the strange
power syndrome where 4 huge purse may
be won, of a life lost, within the space of a
few heart-beats.

Almost halfl the population of the United
States is under the age of 25, indoctrinated
from childhood with the banzai power ethic
in an atmosphere of advanced technology
and violerice, And no matter what anybody
may say against drag racing it's a spectacle
that really grabs you by the throat and
shakes you.

Speed equipment manufacturer and ex-
record holder Mickey Thompson is general-
ly credited with being the first 10 drive a
slingshot driver-behind-the-axle machine at
more than 130 m.p.h. over the quarter-mile.
Art Arfons graduated from the dragstrips (o
the Bonneville Salt Flats world record

course, while his brother Walt owns a pair
of thunderous jet-engined dragsters which
he sends out on pilgrimages of the strips to
give awesome exhibition match races,

Another well-known crowd-pleaser is
Tommy Ivo’s Showboat, a fearsome. beauti
fully-engineered monster powered by four
Buick V-% engines and billed as “The
Biggest Earth Tremor Since The San Fran-
cisco Earthgquake”. It also spends its work-
ing life touring the drag strips and auto
shows, lvo himself, a TV actor and dragster
driver of some renown, visited England in
1964 as a member of the American Drag
Racing Team which came over for the first
International Drag Racing Festival orga-
nized by the late Sydney Allard.

That's all part of the show biz elementin
the game which brightens the meetings and
helps swell gate receipts.

Tradewiss, it's good

In Detroit the top brass of the automobile
industry smile benevolently down on the
scene, and so they might with a nation-wide
string of free showcases for their products.
The vast weckly audience cnsures wide pub-
licity for their cars before the most valuable
people, the lower age-group section, all
potential buyers of new cars, and a great
deal of industry money is now involved in
the form of factory-backed entries or pri-
vately-owned cars sponsored by dealer
groups or accessory manufacturers,
Continued on the next page
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The eight-second
corrida continued

As in other forms of auto sport, drag
meetings have always contained a high
percentage of stock classes; there are
literally scores of different classes listed,
covering everything from the production
model straight off the showroom floor to the
high performance semi-racing job.

Through the years the cars in the sharper
end of the stock classes became more and
more potent until in the *sixties there emerged
the new power elite, the absolute ultimate
in so-called stock models. This was the FX,
Factory Exhibition Class, fantastic one-off
ultra-lightweight replicas of stock models,
built or sponsored by the manufacturers.
Bearing only a token resemblance to normal
production models their unbelievable perfor-
mances had the crowds on their toes right
from the start.

Lurching off the line in giant wheel
stands, the rear end kept from scraping the

deterred him.

ground by small castor wheels, these
glass-fibre-and-horsepower packages run-
ning on a 90 per cent nitro fuel mix
represent the absolute maximum effort for
“conventionally” bodied cars. They were
promptly dubbed Funny Cars—though the
only people laughing were the FX drivers
who received top billing and appearance
money.

As more and more factory encourage-
ment was turned on, the whole deal began
to look like a struggle for supremacy he-
tween the rival factions backed by the Ford
and Chrysler organizations. It became
Deodges and Plymouths versus the Mercurys
and Mustangs. The Ramchargers’ Team, an
ostensibly private group of engineers and
drivers, all Chrysler Corporation employees
using Dodge Division facilities, fielded pur-
pose-built machines which brought fame
and riches to them and their backers,

Drivers of Chrysler Corporation models
mostly opted for the virtually unbeatable
426 cubic inch hemi-head engine and Ford,
quickly realizing the danger of beingeclipsed
in this new field, released supplies of their
427 cubic inch o.h.c. engine, at that time in

Left: Don Big Daddy Garlits, who has probably
collected mare quarter-mile records and awamlg
than anyone else. Two serious accidents haven't

MOTOR week ending

Below: The Mustang body on this car is a
glass-fibre replica and the engine a Chewvy V-8,
The front suspension is minimal.

limited production angd reserved
championship stock car
$5,000 a copy.

This gave
cars fresh wi

for the
racing cars at

tlhe drivers. Genera]
Joined the battle with
tiacs and Camaros,

Many_non—t‘actory drivers also received
lavish aid in building special exhibition
models, speeds climbed
and both public and Pr

their hot o.h.c. Pon-

Coronet, Dyne Don
ck Chrisman with their
f:yclone Comets, and Wild Bill Shrewsberry
in the Hemi—Under—GIass Barracuda were as
widely acclaimed as those of pop stars,
There was parallel activity in the sling-
shot dragstt_tr field oo} purses grew along

with the bigger crowds, and competition




The Carpenter-McCrammer Oidsmaobile-engined
slingshot—note the aerofoil between the front

wheels.

Below: Flame suit and mask to cambat nitrg
nes—the car is typical of the Funny Car class.
It bas a blown 426 Chrysler engine.

fur

Up, up, and away

In 1955 Jack Chrisman
with his speed of 145 m.p.h. in a blown
Chrysler machine but in 1958 Don Garlits
clocked a sizzling 165 m.p.h./8.89 s»ccunld
run and Bobby Langley soon topped this
with a winning speed of 166 m.p.h. at the
Bakersfield Championships. In 1959 Jack
Chrisman’s brother, Art, set up the first 180
m.p.h. timed quarter-mile spcled but the
following year Don Garlits raised this to
190.27 m.p.-h. and for a time the speeds
hovered around this mark until Garlits, then
at the very peak of his career, broke the ?.DO
m.p.h. barrier at Detroit Dragway, the high
spot of the 1964 season. )
These runs were all in the fuel-burning
dragster class, speeds of the Super Stock
saloons then being in the 130 m.p.h. brac-
ket, but the advent of the Funny Cars
brought fresh interest 0 the sceng; In Aug—
gust 1965 Dick Branstner turned 173.
blown Dodge Dart.
his period there were
al developments.
ring special drag

caused a sensation

m.p.h. in 2

During this
teresting technic
began manufactu

some in-
Goodyear
racing

Stacks to suit alf
furnaces. Those at
the top are used with
manual gearboxes
while the longer ones
go on automatic
transmission cars.

ws to the drivers of the
§S and FX cars, running at pressures as
low as 7 p.si., who had been forced to
resort to bolting the tyres to the rims to
avoid having them wrenched off during the
violent take-off. Use of nitro-methane fuel
became universal, port injection was intro-
duced, and the Detroit manufacturers began
openly contracting outside specialists to
construct their drag racing cars. The
Tork-Master transmission appeared, a spe-
cially designed lightweight skeleton form of
automatic transmission as an alternative to
the traditional single gear usage. Roland
Leong, owner of the famous Hawaiian
dragster driven by Don Prodhomme, an-
nounced that they had won a total of
$67.000 during the 1965 season.

In 1966 the first tubular-framed Ford and
Mercury Funny Cars weighing a scant
1,700 lb. came on the scene, NASCAR
announced their offer of §225,000 for a
new Grand Stock and Fuel Championship
Series, new lower-end supports, clutch
protection scatter shields and roll bars be-
came mandatory, the rogue fuel additive
Hydrazine was banned following a number

tyres—welcome ne

of serious engine explosions, and Connie
Kalitta posted the first officially credited
speed over 200 m.p.h. with a 221.12
m.p.h. /7.55 seconds pass in an o.h.c.
Ford-engined dragster.

Advanced items such as forged-alumi-
nium needle bearing rocker arms, chrome-
plated valves, hydraformed bell-housings,
and “zoomies”—short exhaust stacks blow-
ing directly on the tyres to soften them and
give better adhesion—have no immediate
value for street use but it’s all progress in
the right direction.

Meanwhile two problems have become
acute. Stopping the cars at the end of the
short but tremendously fast run is being
handled by improved brakes and dual-pack
braking ‘chutes. but longer strips will inevi-
tably be needed and this will add to the cost
and maintenance of them.

And with elapsed times rapidly shrinking
to the seven-second mark the big question is
how much farther they can push it. With
only this slim operating margin how long
will it be before they accelerate themselves
out of business? ‘




to develop something in the region of 1,000 bh.p.
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Time and motion

quarter mile in 7 seconds represents a

mean acceleration of 1.68g? That is
the sort of figure that the best American
dragsters are turning these days: in fact their
best current claim is 6.88s. with a terminal
speed around 230 m.p.h. | say “claim”
advisedly, because these figures are not FIA
ratified which is why the "world" records are
considerably slower; Tony Densham is the
current halder at 8.91s, which-is of course a
mean of opposite runs rather than a one-way
best. Why then the difference?

First, Densham’s car is not as fast as the
Americans anyway, but second there s a con-
siderable difference in timing accuracy, not in
the equipment itself but in its pasitioning.
particularly at the start. It can be taken for
granted that the distance itself is accurate:
it is measured to the nearest 10.000th part
of a quarter—14 inches—which a 220 m.p.h.

DID you realize that a standing start

dragster covers in 0.0004s. ! this isn't going 1o
make a measurable difference to the fast
guys but the odd inch at the baginning takes
2 long time to cover; in other words this so-
called standing quarter is really a flying
quarter and the length of the flying start is
critical [fig. 1)

For FIA record attempts the car must start
within 10cm. (4 in_} of the start timing lights:
this is not just a question of lining up on a
beam and & ruler. There is, in fact. a pair of
photoelectric  beam/cells  which can  be
adjusted to give the required distance apart:
the apparatus is only set when the first beam is
broken—actually when the beam brilliance is
reduced by half. In fact it is a bit fiddly and
timewasting to creep into position to the
nearest 4 inches so 8 inches is somatimes
used over here to speed the organization up
a bit although this method doesn’t qualify for
records. In America these beams may be up

Fig. 1 2.5
This graph fleft] shows why &

short flying start i so much
mora  critical  than the same
amor fn quarter mile distance. An
x ft. start reduces the ideal time
by &, second, whereas x ft, at the
end only adds t, 5. Afthough rhis
is not to scale, t, is obviously
much greater than I, up to a
difference of }s. for 2 ft. with 2g
accelaration.

ion in g
th L)

Fig. 2.
Right: One proposal is that ac-
celeration  builds wp gradually
fallowing 2 sine curve with dis-
tance—aceeieration  (fl=2.3g
Sin 8x where x = distance, This
converts o the speed fime
curve on the mght of fig. 3.

Accelerat

ioctiy e :
Ford Galaxie engine soid
495 (right), Ii wses @

A study of acceleration

to 2 feet apart. 56 8 cunningly placed dragster
can, unbelievably, gain over a guarter of a
sacond start on the apparatus; howaever, most
of their systems use sither 10 or 18 inches
between beams.

We will examine shortly what the effectof
these flying starts can be but the slower the
initial acceleration the greater gain the car
can make owver its ideal quarter mile. The
competition is thus not just man, his feet and
the car versus the clock. but his alignment at
the start is almost the most significant factor
in the search for those extra hundredths: itis
still very much a sprint competition capable of
being timed to any accuracy that can be
davised for the machines but as a measure of
the bast attainable times over a standing start
quarter mile. the accuracy leaves something
to be desired.

It has been shown that a top dragster
reaches its peak acceleration of 2.3g some




by Michael Bowler

10 feet from the start and eventually tails off
towards the end of the run when it is still
accelerating at about 1g. Can we conjecture
what happens in the first 10 feet? One pro-
posal is that acceleration builds up with
distance following the curve in fig. 2 (which is
actually a sine curve). From this equation
we can derive another for speed against
distance, and then speed against time (fig. 3).
If the acceleration curve really follows the
suggested curve it would take 14 seconds for
the first 10 feet and even 4/5th of a second for
the first foot.

Since our 7-litre Cobra reached 30 m.p.h.
in 1.8s. and the dragster following our curve
would only reach 21 m.p.h. in 1.5s. this is
obviously wrong. One would expect a dragster
to reach 30 m.p.h. in about 1s., 3 mean
acceleration of 1.38g over the necessary 22
ft. However, if we assume that acceleration
increases exponentially with time and not
distance, we get rather more fruitful results:
the car reaches 244 m.p.h. in 10 ft. or0.75s.
On this basis it takes 0.24s. to cover 4in.,
0.34s. for 1 ft. and 0.43s. for 2 ft.: indicating
the errors from each distance of flying start.

Why should the acceleration build up
gradually and the car not just set off at 2g like
the sling-shots from which the slang derives?
It's a question of analysing the start tech-
nique and the inertia of the various parts of the
whole system. The revs are kept up. but ob-
viously on a small throttle opening. gas speeds
in the ports are fairly low: as the clutch is let
in it cannot take up the drive instantly, thereis
some drive transmitted to the rear wheels
which must move the car forward while the
clutch is in the process of gripping. Even if
clutch grip was instantaneous the drive line
is elastic and has to be wound up—twist
in the prop shaft, half shafts and tyres. The
driver can't floor the accelerator until the drive
is taken up. and since the inlet gases have
some inertia the engine can't suddenly produce
full power from a fast tickover. so there is a
time lag during which only a proportion of
power gets to the rear wheels which probably
don't start to spin until the car has moved a

few inches. Then, of course, you cannot get
maximum acceleration until the car has
finally settled in its tail down attitude with
nearly all the weight on the driving wheels.

All of which suggests that acceleration
builds up gradually and we have to take some
observer’'s word for it that 2.3g is reached
10 feet from the line. However, even if we were
to assume that the car could set off at 2g
instantly, the error from a 4-inch flying start
is still 0.10s., 0.174s. for 1 ft. and 0.24s.
for 2 ft.. which is still considerable. At 1g.
the figures are 0.145, 0.25 and 0.35 seconds
respectively.

It seems fairly safe to say then that an
accelerating dragster sets off on a path some-
where between that predicted by our
acceleration/time exponential and a 2g straight
line which means that even FIA ratified
attempts on the standing start quarter-mile
are likely to be between 0.10 and 0.24 seconds

A series of graphs of 40
speed against time for
different accelerations.

The two straight lines 35

assume constant
acceleration of 2g and

1g, while the curves 30

show the speed
reached in 10 ft. if
acceleration builds up
gradually with time
(2.3gSin 118t or
with distance (2.3g5in
9x).

25

Speed - feet per second
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out if you get a full 4-in, start, or slightly more
than half this if you get a 2-in. lead on the
lights.

The other point is to how many decimal
places is it reasonable to guote times. In
theory even with & 2g initial acceleration you
must get the car lined up to the nearest milli-
metre (0.040 in.) for it to be meaningful to
guote times to 0.01s. This is obviously
impossible: not only is it difficult to align
anything to the nearest millimetre but a drag-
ster usually only has enough water in the
block for one run and can’t waste time
shuffling around on the grid: the engines only
run for abaut 30 seconds at a time. |t maynot
matter in straight competition if the times are
not dead accurate for a quarter-mile as long
as the error is the same for everyone. but it
should mean that they must all start with the
same error whether it be 1 foot or 8 inches
to the nearest millimetre. In 2 straight
eliminator competition with two identical
dragsters one starting 4 in. from the lights
and the other starting a foot back. the first
car is going to finish 8 in. ahead but the second
car will be 0.07-0.10s. quicker so far as the
timing lights are concerned.

This is not intended as a criticism of time-
keepers but just to point out that we shouldn’t
consider the times as absolute gospel for a
guarter mile, but it does seem that cunning
starting can produce rather greater improve-
ments than the finer points of new techniques
—apparently they are now slipping their
clutches to get the best times rather than
using the spinning tyre as a rubber torque
converter, and big soft tyres running at
7 p.s.i. act more like caterpillar tracks than
conventional wheels.

But until some great research has shown
exactly what a dragster does in the first two
feet | am going to stick my neck out and say
that American dragsters have yet to beat 7
seconds for the true standing start quarter

mile. .

0-6
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Hustier's BSA origins are m.
front with the innocent gr
the movor. The neety loak
sports cosf o the

? evident from the
conce,

LEARNED to dnve in 8 BSA-
docile 10 h.p. saloon with a p
gearbox and o side-valve enging which
could just about wind it up to 50 mph
lowing wind. | remember it well and
't resist @ twinge of sentiment when
Woolfe, whose activities includs the
Le Mans entered Chevion-Repco-Brabham,
telephoned 1o that he had recently
acquired an intersd in a drag racing sutfit and
i) ot their
Adver
ma that
nlikely
and a 7-ltre
It by a small
ark Stratton

Hustles was brought
e a BSA Scoul

in the Towcester ar

wear wen the Compe
the Mational Qrag Champion:
John

but impecunious team when
Cobra was runner-up 1o Hustler at a meshi

last year. Applying the philos-
t il you can't beal ‘em, buy ‘em, he
od & share in Swratten’s efforts and a
ned and extensively modidied Hustler,
v engined slingshot dragster and a third
+, & madified stockor, will this yea i
e the banner of John Woolle Racing
Ask Stratton suggested the Club Straight
3t Silverstane as being the most suitable site
o after a long telophone conversalan 1o
to allay the magwings of the cicuit
manager, who pointed  out  1hat  Bruce
M Laren and others would be us
circuit on the appainted day, Roger Bell and

| went up to ack, crossing fingers that
the bright sunny weathar would hold. The
Clib Strasght lcoked shorter than it had ever

g the outer

¥

locked befar when o cloud of dust an the
brdge signalled the amival of John Wealte's
hige Fat transpos nco used by Lance
Reventiow for the Scarabs and then by Alan
Mann, until somebody noticed that it wasn't
@ Foed, Now it contaned Hustler, the twin-

Chevran, loaking very fragi
cultural companions. Thre
wens 0 mintute of disappoiniment and pethaps
a little redipd at Mark Stration’s snnouncement
that atter working to naarly 4 a.m. the bizarre
rail was & virual non-runner 3s 3 special
twin-plate clutch gedered from Am thad
ot arrved and it ate standard single plates
Jaster than he could fit them. This was sl
to be Hustler's first outing with tha new
o Jahn Woolte had bought for it and a

about 120 mph. last year 10 ne:

He saw possibilities for the ken hyanting to take part in the world's fastest T-

The rules for the Competition Ahened
Category are faisly loose but the body must
hawe had origing in 1 senes production car af
any et This pne was cetaindy recognizable as
a B5A Scout, though th rear half of the body
had rathes gone 1o seed baan replaced
by a varmished wood peck
serves o functional purpose s& unlike the
FI&, the British Deag Facing Federation make
o stipulations about luggage copacity. Alsa
original is the though there s
no racdiator, the filled with cold




| don't PRSIy

ra than six nds and rag times |
i seconds as drag Ul
no mot L

f A rudi Y seal is i 1o th _ s tho B
stence of a Scout in the Midlgn;s, ::: wooden floor and there are two pedal go it was abysmally :I'g:‘hx;‘:e:pent for-a B
SA Owners' Club wrote requesting details| Nug®. liberally-drilled plate in the shape of a| most hactic six SBTD el G teraa o iarig
Ut on being told that that iy had been| 5i2¢ 14 boot for Go, with the clutch clase} |ang time. | was tf:j dht- :n laienagEagl]
anverted from front to rear drive, developed | beside it. Right over on the Ieft two levers | s far was achieve . y ole-'mid 10 trip the B
bout 600 bhop. i i project from the flaor, ons attached to the first| 3 steam boiler and a :;t T‘his:eached il
t ¥ mile to the gallon of | @nd reverse selector rods in the gearbox and | yrigger at the right mDm|$nﬁan & drive 1t tas B
AV—gas” they rather lost interest. John | the other 1o second and top, | was to start in | 260 m.p.h, and the only
Noolte wrote 1o B

i fastest 5
SA to see if they would bel| 52cond and -reach over and hayl back the ' swomn never to do so again. The
nterested in spansoring the car but was told, | nearer lever when the rather pessimistic in-

official quarter by a piston eng;n;aiamlehus B
iuite politely, that they stopped making cars| Strument laughingly described as a rov-count- .68 sac. with a terminal szee do 24 on
n 1934 and were unlikely to assist them| €t. read 6,000 rpm. Beside it wea 1 i Hstier - sasled dwie
commercially now,

push-off engine cut-out which seemed to be a
section frame was| Marginally better life preserver than the
with twa engines in mind,

Hustler's simple box
ariginally laid out
since it is cheay
from two sma
one. Recenth

attention was tumed to the slingshot. Out :f

| kindriess to the clutch it was shod v\_mh s: &
brakes, actually fitted to'all four wheels with | dard tyres cannibalised from mﬁﬂt[;u:,;s CEVEH
Per to get a given power output twin master cylinders cperated by a central an understanding n“\mer_tcanhc; :ne m;l i
Il stock V-8s than one big hairy| hand lever, but rather out of adjustment. They | so, the clutch was on ",efa o one i WIS
¥ the rules have been changed,| should have been reset the night before but| clouds of smoke pouring fro

rdo no
estricting the engine to the first 25% of the| Somehaw got forgotten in the rush 1o get the | sumounding it and we could thereafte
wheelbase 5o it has a single Chevrolet L88| slingshot ready,

Aemembering that the track | more than rolling starts, feading the power in
engine which puts it comfortabl inside class| Manager had advised us to aim for the com- r ; | with knees
B for 5 to B flitres capacity. |n¥‘,i,w of the| field if we had trouble at the other end, and‘l oS, 5‘0“""' iy E:t '1?:;,'1,3: Ut?lthg steerning
large number of different categories possible] not the Becketts bank | fined up downhill and | tucked well up o ea“‘ call it 2 wheel) thighs B
in drag racing and the comparatively small| engaged top gear prior to the push start, pandics bo Cam‘rewv dear tha axie and [}
numoer of cars in this country, every sffort is|  There isn't much you can tll « b SR ringly armolir-
made to group as many as possible together. | dragster driver prior to his first run but Mark | differential, which is a ihodox rail with a long
{Supercharging is commonly used and con- | s3id that the clutch should be released as | plated. The ‘a\"’”:]’s o vty o he aeng

sidered 10 increass capacity by only 40%, | quickly as possible with about 5,000 rp.m. | frame of four e B e
hich seems quita generous as the L83 will | on the clock. Since the needie never seemed formithe cockpit and ? 1 Hustler, only nar:
N.p. on petrol with a |t go over a hesitant 1,000 rp.m. this |solid, the axle identical e e
able blower. Dragsters May run on either | Seemed difficuly but the clutch part was sasy | rower, and the front :unpsh-ows even greater
935" (petrol base) or “fusel” (dope base) | enough as it was taking & force of about | design but the E”C”T'D t axie tube is actually
burners, the latter being capable of giving up | 2.ewt. 1o haid it out and nearly tearing the | HPSHETENASE B e Ton here the hinges
1.600 b.hp. from one blown 7-litre engine. | muscles out of my left lag. Fortunately the | @ 93t Post you can e
But “fuel” is actively discouraged over here, | engine fired immediately and burst-into life | have been hacksawaddDEg-‘aA stub axles and
partly because of the classification problams | with an ear-shattering bellow from the four | are grafted on to F?r as pipe extend
1but mainly because of the risks with nitro- | huge and separate pipes which terminate | some 8ft of very mppru‘;' 2 teering box, its
o e/ hydrazine mixtures, the most potent | down each sics. Witr.sbo gir s FEEwa jo B e i e e
of all but said to have a life of only 40| play the taped, home-made steering wheel | gearing reversed after ;,: wah Is 1o the right.
minutes before blowing up. attached ta & Standard Vanguard steering box | 1N to the left m;‘wtet: :!eag" ﬁ_;
Hustler's engine is fairly standard apart] did not inspire confidence and less so when | 1TV COping ‘"'"‘; 25 o greszm e indhiduais
i from being polished and balanced and has a | on appiying lock, the wheals flog aver ot of | The el il sl el o
[ four-barrel Holley carburetter and sluminium | sight baloe, yor scutdle, tha consaquencs of | I tame: two Rt liftare. e e
[l cylinder heads. The flywheel is increased in | about 30° castor which helps to keep the | plete W”hb; r:u‘ ca. But they are coupled
il weight from 18 10 30 1b. to maintain inertia | car straight even when the loading at the front | @bout 200 bh.p. p'a.w e Wetnar af
leaving the line. Power is transmitted 1o | is reduced to negligible Broportions. Straight- | the hard 5 i e linlast i ok
long-suffering Schieffer 11-in. single-plate| ening up | heaved down the clutch pedal once | Simultanegus firing o -'
clutch and stock Chevrolet three-speed qcal-L

more and pushed the gear lever into second | common  approach ldc: d:"an e‘ng:::i_n M?::
box. The rear axle is also Chev, 1955 vintage, | and came 1o rest. | began o see what was | Stration grauo;ed hw:Ch ;:::ednuu mgsmur
i (with 18-in. cut out of it) 2 popular unit, as) meant by torque reaction as every blip of the . spmt} i :tralsespon one'bank without
final drive ratios between 2.9 and 6.4 :1 ara| g o twists the whole car over several su:lce‘:;snve I-:"g ther. He finally decided on
available. A ratio of 3.7 : 1 is currently fitted, degress, With about 540 |bir something| Pl from the other.
giving about 24 m.ph. per 1,000 r.pum. 50 8

k ' 180° minus 45° or 135° apart which gives the
ithi i SRl e, i he is shown drawing out in the 3
the car leaves the quarter comfortably within The momentum builds up as you biip fasisr, Z:::a;rd;; ;d; i Wnsw:ﬂ_ il
its 7,000 r.p.m, rev limit, . raising the revs each time; lat go the cluich
l' Suspension is very simple and since most

1.14,8,13.4,15,3,10,6,9,5, 18,
and suddenly you are deaf and dain about S r
drag strips are now mercifully much smoother, B0 mph, the sear hamess aﬂghurage 7,12, 2, 1'1;“'.::“““,: T:mllw\:;tng; .
it is often dispensed with altogether at the pressing hard into the back of your neck Ihag| =0ta p_ropn: Iy h flunll P mna Bt
back. Hustler has very long inclined trailing || . idea of what the revs wers; in fact they | [Oh PErticulary as 4 ; ey cai Etinfe
links and massive coil springs and a shart, f o5 Pretty cpnstant, even with the clutch fully its nuuns_lhmentl at DFSJ. a:%a(; s ; m; :
stiff transverse Panhard rod, total deflection hame, as tha spinning tyres serve as a i ;Drma'l 2} p.si. Sa ad ?r::m mEEno;sapunTl:h:
( being negligible. The live axle tube separating | conoucior Bur afer o fow hundred yards | | Sven at _englkr;eh 51'\:“ s e
| the front wheels is hung on rather spindly thought that a shift was as good an excase as | Torward I.l:aﬂ aft with a re lz v ueﬂ: I
square-section  tubes mrllich contrive t\_‘: any 16 lift off without losing face. Down with ;:,I:::Tn:hi ;:::LE:{ pressure and return the
deprass a singls central wansverse coll g ciusch ol hack e lever and then lat it % 3 ; i
l 5:3'"9. It will be noticed that the pivots 9 o once. more aad the whole thing starts al A:: .hsreetcarpsudw‘on Ih.Elr re:mv:::eh:]as:es
only 6-in. apart so that, unlike a suspension - - again the surge only slightly reduced by | 2% ! eh :":J meetmgdo “' = g -
that has to cope with comers, front roll ;o higher gear and momentum  already “‘QUQ_ ol pm"'?"te .Bh"“ X et "":&
stiffness is virtually nil. This is intarlnional_m achieved. As far as | could see the i by the _shn‘glsl;:;. Hustler wll2 353.54.1 axle
assist traction. Any normal car with a fiv actually stop spinning, and examination of the lurnad. in 11.186 sec, hand 128.53 mp.h. 1o |
back axle tries to lift the offside rear wheel on marks afterwards showed only 3 5| ight pause | P518BIEN @ new British Competition Alterad
] acceleration because of torque T88ction i ere the mhift s mads A few seconds | 2cord ar||1d then it was r::‘nmn? w1|thuut sl;jk;
| which (looking from the back) twists the mare and | lifted off again somewhat grate. | [¥7eS: © :"Q‘TIQ 9‘!3'”'1 IB" slawdly at 8, %
| | back axle anti-clockwise and the rest of the Ily: we hed no measured distance or timing | FP:M- 8nd puliing well below peak in top. Irs
car clockwise, thus increasing the weight on gear and the end of the straight was Ioaming | NGt AUITe up to that 159 m.ph. mark yet but [}
the offside front wheel. If, however, you have up ominously. Then came near panic as 5 pull nc: bad for a BS.A. Scout with 3 mere 600
a three wheeler (with the single wheel at the _; the brake lever produced no reaction, a | 2P
front) or a front suspension with zero_roll acond tug did very little more i
stiffness (which is virtually the same thing) then at the fourth ar fifth stab pressure il
then this front lateral weight ‘“"’h’uﬂi My Composure were restored as the eor
happen and neither, therefore, can th

i
-

at gt the' begen to slow. | tumed round and tried B8 hrﬁ:t::
Tear except in a transient way as the torque another start only toswitch off almast immedi- mm"‘"}’m- 2l5e in he
reacts against car inertia. ately when a puff of steam indicated that the Wide ey come 8
Limited slip or locked diffs are frowned waler in the blocks was beginning to bail, -
upon and rarely used as the mind beggles at

the conssquences of the
inevitably occur if a drive
1| Tull bore. The theory seems

| fairly well in practice as the 10-in. wide &

black lines'which Mark left up the hill from 8
l the approach to Woodcote in his first
demonstration runs wera quite uniform in
shade. The reaction of the next club dicers to
[ use on the track an encountering these 100-
|§ vard-long marks curving gently to tha rightf
[ iust before the lift-off point for the comer |
should be amusing to behald! ;
I After assurances that it really was safer
1 than it looked, Roger Bell made @ run next, |
|| disappearing over the brow of the hill in a
cloud of smoke and a slightly mere aeri
smell of burning as he had opted 1o start
llin top gear to save changing up at the

200-yard mark, There doesn't seem to be
i any naticeable decline in the rate of blast-aff
l with the higher gear but it is more detrimental
to the clutch. After cooling the engine by (4
Pouring water through each block in turn with )
@ watering can, and replenishing the timy S5
one-gallon fuel tank, which holds enough for
only there and back, | clambersd in through
the hale in the side provided for the purpose
and prepared to visit Becketts.

Visibility is not outstanding, the carburetter
Projecting weil into view and the Perspex
Windscreen is soon coated with an emulsion
B fuel, oil and water

| spin that would |
l shaft let go at [

to have borne out

b B4




Come DRAG RACING

This Spring Bank Holida
¥, Sund
May 24th, Monday, May 25th i

Santa Pod Raceway.
See superfast dragsters.

}Nild. altereds, screaming bikes,
in non-stop action.

HOW DO YOU GET THERE?

Turn off AS09 (Newport
Pagnell/Wellingborough Road)
at Wollaston, Northants.

A good day will be had by alil
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o the left. Running on the right

BD & HRA
SANTA POD DRAGS
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MNUFASDQIIMTM
OF WELLINGBOROUGH,
Eliminator title at 10
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ELIMINATION DRAG RACING [0 m"ﬁ s
PLUS SPECIAL MATCH RACES T.“,ﬂu;”“ e i
Sunday, August 4
_ DENSHAM “GOMMUTER" v, SLUGGETT “TUDOR ROSE”
. Both racing to run the first 8 second quarter
. AND XK JAGUARS ELIMINATION

Pod records

8 The Santa Pod track record for dragsters
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5 that have plagued it for 5o 1
he rode

R t
trouble with the FGR w
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fell three times on June 28 and may well
have fallen ngaj.n by the time you read this.
Current holder is Dennis Priddle in a new
AA Fuel Dragster at 8.54sec. for the

arte:
wack up its first run. This time Densham

ep the wheels up fc
is ome car that the

with a terminal speed of 193 mph. the blue lane, for when
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Densham beat with 185 mph, So the 200- AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 16, 1968
mph barrier looks like wilting under the
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| needing a Lruuh follow:
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stormed through
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3 et win the ]aquahn
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an easy win in his injected Jag,
when the Jug aut fouled on the line. Ani
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lhe eighth-mile ma
ously hurting for the win as hg kept
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wta Pod Spectacular
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DRAG RACING
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SFE HISTORY IN THE MAKING

When the world's top sprinters attack two,
three and four-wheeler World Records at the
annual ISO/NSA Records Weekend. Last
year 89 records went and this weekend could
see the first 200m.p.h. by an Englishman.

-SANTA POD RACEWAY

Podington Airfiald, Nr. Wellaston, 5 miles
south of Welling Borough, Northants

SUNDAY & MONDAY 1st & 2nd SEPT.

RACING 12 NOON TO 6 P.M. BOTH DAYS

ADMITTANCE FREE. Cars E1, M'cycles 10/- each day.
ADVAMNCE BODKING PRICES: 1 DAY, Cars 15/-, M'cycles
7/6. 2 DAYS, Cars 30/-, M'cycles 15/-.

Special Attractions
ROY PHELPS WHEELSTANDING STINGRAY
*BEST OF FIVE" MATCH RACE
TONY DENSHAM 8.4 secs. 180 mph “COMMUTER" y i
REX SLUGGETT 8.5 secs. 180 mph “TUDOR ROSE” Send remittance, made out to S0, to

Admission 10/~ each day includes Programme, car parking, L. Cole, 1 Ingra{]n Road,
Children under 12 free Pit Pass 6/— Thornton Heath, Surrey.
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< DON BEADLE
bu:fder of “Motovation
(British Drag Racing Champion [968)

EUROPE'S FIRST REAL “WHEELIE". . . The Britich have

“wheelie car. Roy Phelps, of Bromiey, Kent, has const ructes
a Sting Ray body that rests on a Tensile tubing frame. Thy
power comes from a 317 Oldsmabile, but this will saon bl
replaced by a 427 'Vette, and the word is that the big-bloch :
¥

Chevy will feed into a Rolls-Royce four-speed 2%

(Things are pretty tough all ever, huh?) An eighty 2™ =
with an et for the quarter of 13.6 is the best Ul &
but this will ba improved upon once that "Vette T
in the engine compartment,




