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Haywood's wheels were to go up and up . .
EVer seen.

SANTA POD

The weekend meeting at Santa Pod had just
about everything that could happen at a
drag meet, and apart from the damage sus-
tained by all too many racers, all of it good.

Sunday’s qualifying runs were held in rather
dull weather, and the bad news started when
Phil Elson found thre engine from the crashed
Houndog rail that he was using had a cracked
liner, while not long after, Freeman Rodgers
had a rod break in the 427 Ford engine in his
Top Comp car, reducing the field to Stone
and Hall in the class. Hall had various prob-

| lems with his car while the Stone team were

concentrating on their Top Dragster in an
attempt to win the £500 that Santa Pod had
put up for the fastest fuel burner over six
runs, so that Dave Stone was happy with a
single 7935 run to qualify. Andrews took
the dragster to four low eights all over the
165 mph mark to put himsell in a strong
position for the money.

Clive Skilton arrived as well which was a
welcome sight at Santa Pod, and although

{ he ran a strong 6.75 5 at 209 mph and backed

it up with a strip record equalling 6.555 at

‘1216 mph, it was doubtful if he could make
‘A the other four runs to qualify. Dennis Priddle

in the Revell car was late in arriving and had

qto run on a damp track, but still turned in

® strong 6.85 at a mere 154 mph as he shut

|Dave Hayden-Smith going

down to play safe. Mike Hutcherson ran a
7.25 in the new Houndog rail, whilst Peter
Crane in his new car showed that he will be
a force to be reckoned with by turning In a
7.4s on his second run despite dropping the
'chute very early.

Haywood and Herridge made a couple of
runs each in the two American funnies, with
Haywood having troubles on both of them,
losing a clutch against Herridge with a 7.88
to 7.0 s to round out the big classes.

In Senior Comp Dick Sharpe led with a
10.87s in the Dorset Horn Pontlac, with
very well for an
11.2 5 in his 302 Chev “B" replica. John Dick-

 ison had g steering failure in his Olds/Pop
{just before his run that put him out for the

weekend, whilst Dave Page In the new Panic
was slow at 12.5s for the big Chev.

Pro Stock was again down to two cars, with
Colin Mullen running & 9.8 s to Gary Goggin's
10.4 s to qualify the Dodge and Caemaro, but
with Mustapha Erol running a great 10.6s in
his Super Street Camaro, Gary and he de-

cided to run together and this produced the

best “race ” of the day as * Mush " stunned
everyone by leading Gary away. But the other

. |Camaro was soon alongside and both cars

dipped and rose together as the drivers

AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 29, 1974

Owen Haywood lifts the front wheels of his funny car alongside Dennis Priddle's Avenger,
. and up in one of the most spectacular wheelies

Fantastic funny car duel

slammed into second. Snaking ancross the
track they again changed in unison, and it
was only as they got into top 'that Goggin
started to edge ahead with a 10.3 5/131 mph
to 10.6 /129 mph, with both drivers coming
back to the pits beaming at the closeness of
the race.

On Sunday morning rain was falling heavily
and indeed one or two entrants were seen to
leave so bleak did the prospects look. But by
mid-day it had stopped and it dried out by
around two o'clock.

Pete Crane was out fairly socn with his
car to run & strong 7.05s at 180 mph, Crane
wisely taking it easy at the top end for the
time being by shutting down early as he gets
used to the car, whilst Mike Hutcherson be-
came the fourth driver into the sixes when
he took the Houndog rail to a 6965 at
194 mph, Clive was next out, and he left hard
and strong only to drift to the centre towards
the finish. At this point the centrifugal force
on cne of the front tyres apparently lifted the
valve and the tyre deflated sending the car
through the finish mirrors and on to the
crash barrier on the pit side. Clive was a lot
luckier than Harold Bull had been three
weeks earlier, for although the front and
rear wheels were ripped off one side, he was
totally unhurt and the car s repairable—
particularly as it had already been sold with
one of the stroked 392 motors to Lawrence
Burn.

Dennis Priddle’'s first appearance of the
day in his rail was against Crane in his first
competitive run. Dennis was taking no
chances against the big 480 cubic Inch Ed
Pink motor that was barking and spitting be-
hind Crane and he stormed off the line to
a resounding 6.61 5 at 196 mph to Crane's
723s at a slowing 150 mph as the motor
dropped a valve and blew a gasket — luckily
with no serious damage. Hutcherson's 6.96s
had been his bye rum, In fact, so he was
through to the final against Priddle, who
once again had a bigger motor to face und
left at the first suggestion of m green light
to o 6.60 s at 209 mph to 7.5 5/146 mph as

Hutcherson slowed down early.

In the Funny Car ranks, Allan Herridge
made a solo run at 7.09s/199 mph in the
Stardust car to challenge Priddle, who soon
followed with a qualifying blast of 7275 at
196 mph to show that he was in there to
win. The first run for him was against Hay-
wood, who had one of the new Ed Pink
motors In his funny and was really loaded for
a 65 run, With 's tendency to 1ift the
front wheels of the STP Avenger when

pushed, all eyes were on him as the green
flicked on, and lift they did, but suddenly
Haywood was pawing the alr and he just
went up and up with frightening speed until
even the back wheels came off the ground as
the car stood on its fibreglass bumper. How
it stopped from turning right over will remain
a mystery, for most people swore that the
car was vertical at one point before it crashed
to the ground. Priddie had wisely gof out of
the way by putting his foot hard down to a
825 after having lifted initially, and the
funny was only damaged In respect of a dented
sump and bent front axle, but the person
who tops that wheelie will end up on his
head for surel

For the final run, which took place after
8 o'clock, the light had faded so that the
headers were spitting out yard-long flames
each side in great balloons of fire, and the
incredible ear-shattering noise of Priddle and
Herridge was even worse than usual, and
smoke from the tremendous burn-outs still
drifted In front of them as they leapt and
bucked iInto stage, the very ground shaking
beneath them. Both made terrific starts, with
Priddle perhdps a foot or two in fromt. But
soon the giant " elephant ” motor drew away
and for once Priddle was powerless as Her-
ridge streaked for the finish In a scant 6.81s
at 199 mph to an 8.0s at 155mph as he
shut off to save the motor from a hopeless

chase,

That in itself would have been enough, but
elsewhere the racing was Just as good. In
Top Comp Dave Stone ran & 7.71s to beat
Mike Hall In the first of three runs, whilst
on the second he got a bit crossed up in the
burn-out and hit the "Tree. After some minutes
this was repaired and the two cars, still very
hot, were ready again, but without time for
a burn-out to heat the tyres, Stone veered
right at the start and spent some time fighting
for control off the edge of the strip before he
finally got going after Hall with a 8.3 s/187
mph to 99s/139mph as Hall again had
trouble with his Chrysler altered.

In Senior it was Dave Page who came
through to win in the new 427 * T,” beating
Dick Sharpe with a 10.4s to 10.8 s and then
having a bye in the final when Dave Hayden-
Smith, who had earlier run an 11.02s, failed
to appear.

Gerry Andrews went on to do his two
more runs against Alan Blount to win not
only Top Dragster but the £500 as well,
with Malcolm Olley running consistent 10.5s
to win Senior with his carburettered Chevro-
let rail.

In the Street classes, Gary Goggin got better
every time against the Colin Mullen Dodge,
losing the first run 10.5s to 8.7s and then
winning the second to loud applause, 102s
to 10.5s as Mullen bogged on the line after
a poor start. For the final run, Gary was
again away first, but could not stop the other
car from edging ahead and holding a lead at
9.6 5 to 10.19 5, the best time yet for Goggin's
car with the current truck-block motor in it.
As the run against Erol had shown on Sunday,
even going slower, the power-shifted Camaro
looked and sounded more spectacular than
the scientific precision of the Lenco equipped
Dodge—a point that was not lost on the
crowd or the racers.

Erol, meanwhile, was cleaning up in Super
Street with his new-found potential. He
siarted by downing Al O'Connor's Chev Pop
with a 10.7s to 11.5 s. Dave Rose was out In
his 'Cuda with the monstrous 426 Hemi fitted
and sounding fabulous, but after getting left
at the line by Dennis Stone in the Precision
Tapes Escort, he burnt out a band on his
auto box and slowed amidst a cloud of smoke
toa 125s to 11.27s for Stone. Stone had a
slight edge on Erol in the final but scon the
bigger Camaro was past on the way to an-
other 10.6 5 run to an 11.22 s for Stone — his
best yet,

In all, particularly after the dismal start
to the day it was' the best meeting yet at
Santa Pod this year, and although the entry
of 215 made a long wait for runs for most
people, it was pretty well run in general
and with the appearance of Skilton, may even
herald an improvement on the political fromt
at long last.
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CLE NEWS, August 28, 1974

Santa Pod Drag Races. Report: Jim Reynolds P|ctures Keith Simmons

Determination get
Byne tops

GRM end determination
brogght success to Jeff
Bw_ﬂ“ at Santa Pod on

Monday. After his rear
whedl collapsed in the
firspround, Jeff fitted o
repligement and went
on p beat John Hobbs
in he semi-final and
topptd the doy by beat-
|ng#Mkk Butler in the
final,

Hgbhs | had dominated
qu. on Sunday
with g {ime of 9.26s at
158.3mph, but hero of the
day was Tony Weedon
whose 500 Americar Tri-
umph clocked an incred-
ible §:38s — 148.9 mph —

jcustomary fashion.

Sanrta Pon Race

Ill_u_nd the top street bike D

Shange of Sania Pod palitics 7 Clive Skilton returns fo the Pod ond blasts b‘;f.F the line in

a new British 500cc re-
cord, Byne was third
fastest with a personal
besi of §38s — 145 mph-

The start on Moenday was
delayed by rain but the
dump strip had no effect
on the razor keen racing-

John Hobbz put down
Bob Webster in the first
round, then Byne ended a
winning ride against Brian
Smith ?z} slewing ncross the
line with the rear wheel
mangled.

Tony Weeden showed his
rear tyre all the way to
1 -who was besel

9.415—148.7 mph.
In the first semi-final

Dresda H‘nmla

ing 0.245-
place in me final,
The final was a drag rac-

Byne gated S0
that Butler had no
chance of catching him
despite 8 guicker time of
0.47s to Byne's §.50s.
Pete Smith tock senior
10.4s on the Had-
leigh Custom Triumph as
Mick Warﬂes Accles and
Pollock Triumph smoked
fﬁlﬂmum ond  slowed to

Terry Revill's 812 Dresda-
Hnnﬁa got below 12 seconds
for the first time, clocking
11.955 to beat Dave Rawiings

n the factory Norton.

Bul Rawlings was happy
—he gained enough points
to win the Castrol drag b]kc
champlonship  and
home the £200 first pnze

PROVISIONAL RESULTS
t+ J Bync (150 Morgo
“Birdeine) 550

(2000
"Supcr Cyclopa™) 947
biket P Smith (500 Had-

I!JI\ cusmm Triumph) 10.40

ing classic.

bike in

bem Wﬂme 1850
Accles nK{I h:l’ollocx Triumph) 14.19

Law
T n) 10.68 S-ia‘ﬂu mph
A : kwith (650 -mmp:a

ben Bec
STenafly”) 1127 5—116.1
Junior bikn: P Malloy um
Triumph “Amber Glmblnl ) 1192
112.1 mph beat 1 Wileman

0 BSA Pnlmlsi 1250 B—
: T Rerill {RIZ
m-l Rer, ima
riodh

|83I'l Ko

bea ey

1534 5-10’7 g
Consolation Jnask out: E Lioy
otion | 11 L

4 M farme ccl
Il’g lock a umph} snd H Hyde
mﬂs 'n-mmpn ‘Road Ranmer 3%

N\

SANTA POD

Drag Racing at Santa Pod was
fast and furious, with a barrage
of 6 zec runs from the Top Fuel
Funny Cars

Clive Skilton in a Castrol
er with a record—equalling
sec, 216 mph run, while Denis
riddle put in a late 6.84 sec in
the Revell car. Mike Hutcherson
in the new Hound Dog dragster
ran « while on his first
outing Peter Crane hit a 74 in
his new car,

On Monday morning rain looked
as If it had settled for the day
| but racing finally got under way

! at midday, Skilton came out again

for a 6.7 sec run that ended wio-
'Ien"ly when a front tryve deflated
{and sent the ear into the crash
barrier, Clive was unhurt and the
car is repairable.

Mike Hutcherson had a by run
for his first six at 6.9 sec with
Peter Crane also improving to a
7.05. In the racing his 7.23 sec
was beaten by Priddle’s 6.71 with
Priddle going on (o win with a
6.60, 209 mph, over Hutcherson's
slowing 7.5.

But Priddle was not so lucky in
the Funny Car Final. Having

.l Leading quallf}mg on Sunday |
ra

Skilton hits the barrier

heaten Owen Haywood with an
8.2 sec run after Haywood had |

stood his Hound Dog Funny Car
on its rear bumper in the biggest |

wheel-stand ever seen, he was
out-horsepowered in the final by
Alan Herridge in the Star Dust
Funny which did 6.8 sec compared
with Priddle's 8.0 sec in a fan- |
tastic dusk race lit by the header i
flames of the two cars.
__John Dickson,
=TT

Jeff Byne and Mick Bulter (nearest camera) get set for the final run off
B SR =




——

T

'#\_-Q.Q-n.&\., %xmu}: AL Y v-\rwhurm




i < Sy TR, TR
IR
Priddle best at Santa Pod == %% S

> an

y, but Haywood

AFTER the near disaster with the weather at Blackbushe it looked as il Herridge did, first with solos that
the same fate would befall the Sants Pod Bank Holiday drag race nelted a 7.92s for Herridge and no

meeting, For rain settled in kate on Sunday and was stil falling on Bank Ume for Haywood when he had
3 n a side by side

t
Holiday Monday. But from somewhere a crowd arrived to sec a very problems and (F
good pound’s worth of all-out action that lived up to the promise of the
qualifying the day before

el

is time both cars left hard with
Top Fu drifting very, very ¢
entries, w

7.9s on Sunday for Ty ¥
ve on a Ch ¢ Mike Hall around e but keeping on it 1

welcome - addit to the usual to contend with on Monday. Phil Way 1 7065 as_Haywood's

line up at the "Pad, Dennis Priddle, Elson's ex-Houndog had a cracked clutch expired to @ 7.87s.

Mike Hutcherson and Pete Crane, bore and Freeman Rodgers broke a The next day H g o

b 1 nearly new an ew rod in the 427 Ford car afl again for a warm-up that ended in s -

ined Ed Pink powered cars. run. Stone’s firs another 7.09s run at 199 rrlph.

5 had only arrived a few to beat Hall, whilst o Priddle was soon out in the STP

days prior to the event and he soon  second he hit the starting er to a siunning 7.27s at 196

showed its potential by running a lights on th t both mph with over 100 cu. in. less

. carly as he cars had t await lacement.

r. Hutcherson Haywood's firs!

v clutch was 5

first round and the tension

v

had four first class
Clive 5l

ev, with o

making

on a damp track al was lantastic as the two cars wenl
; Clive Skilion hs hrougl ritual of burn-outs and “
the track record ging. On the green Priddie

Wilcox n Priddle’s

wheels just off

run was all [ d as he fought to gain gro

atlempt prior to on the more powerful car before it

when a [ront tyre In Senior Comp Dave Page took o late. But Haywood was in SSSS
i i 4 -

crashed into the
without too much
car, none to hi
improved to
Hutcherson also dip
6.965 to become number four into
in this country
no mistakes

swallpwed Barracuda and it certa
leave much room for &
i had previously been a vast

" 427 T to a win
pped down to a 10.45
i £

the new *Pani
d power as the front wheels shot
run against Dick [l and to end up i
c Austin, Sharpe and of afl ti
stest qualifier with 2 car literally stood ¢ its tail with al
four wheels off the
d already decided that
couldn't match the power and was
easing off when he saw the car sta

e Rose at last
ted into hi

ly di

A valve on the way to
a5 the Revell car clocked 2 h
Hutcherson was similarly engine bay. He took it easy with & an 8.2 at 171 mph as the other
overcome by the on-form Priddle, 12-25/118 mph to qualily the car car flopped to the ground, sump
Jwhodipped even lower to a 6.60s at the brand new engine with bent and axle broken but otherwise
209 mph to win and take the big ustapha Erol leading the el remarkably intac
| SEMA trophy normally awarded at with & good 10.6s5 from For the final run it was nearly
{ the Internationals, but held over for Camaro 5 dark. Alm immediately the
{ lack of cniries this year. He fell to Erol in the first round Herridge car was ahead, his header
| Despite their 200 mph plus runs, despite a LEL"X‘ hale-gh : 10.75 to flames. going almost str
| none af these cars got a look in at 11.5s, whilst Stome left Rose Priddie’s out to the sides as he -
I the special ES00 award for the sleeping as he 1 thundered after him in a vain chase
¥ Unfortunately Rose had 6.815 later it was all over for

fastest average of six runs. Most UG ¥ -
{ only made four runs so that Gerry  £0 in his automatic geart 5
} Andrews in the Stone's Top slowed to a 12.7s but the smaller 392 jus t
| Drageter with six 165 mph plus g well and looking sct for an cope with the “clephant” motors of
Funs took not only the class win bup  casy 11s. Stont agai left befort the American cars so Priddle eased
the money as well. Ercl but could not !“Jl_ti off the off to an 8.02s at 155 mph. There
The Stone team's other fuel bigger car's top end of 129 mph in d hardly have been a better
burner, their Top Comp car 10.6s10 1 1225 at 118 mph. le 1o an epic meeling.
handled by Dave Stone, qualified But the most exciting runs of all 5 ~__ip

& pOWeT L0

EUROPES No1 FUNNY CAR DRIVER
ALAN HERRIDGE SAYS |

THANKS TO:

ED PINK RACING ENG.
G-MAX (specialised fuels/oils)
AUTOLIGHT PLUGS

M & H RACING ES
LENCO T IONS

'SUTTON RE SERVICE

MECHANICS o
Ron Picardo, David Mortimer, Mike Em

For winning the BDR & HRA Supernationals
at Santa Pod Rw?y on the 25/26 Aug.
with a winning time o 6-8sec. and a best
speed of 210 mph. | S
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