seasons for Dennis Priddle,
leading drag facing exponent
this country, However, he

A
dragster class Priddic had fi

N munaged 6.60 secs, a term
peed of 209.21 mph, Priddle -
ave his new lunny car the

392, cu. ins, Chrysler

H-1479 DENNIS PRIDDLE'S “MR. REVE!;QL et BT
First through the lw.nM“c?f:dliml;rr;gnlhrijsrllluin'l s Palcdie
" ince then as Mr. Si ! oy :
:::;::e:‘ nj{:t. Holder of the FIA World Quarter Mile ;%c’nbrsend’za .
seconds ha consolidated his position as Britain's nur:! o

racer Iin 1873 by winning the Internat _cl:ml serles b a torminal |

Raceway. His fastest time in Mr, Revell is 6,59 secs t:aln habiiniie

speed of 211 mph. Now fittad with a 417 zu. in. Do;gw ki

mater, Wancharger 671 blower and magnesium B e e |
car welghs In at 1280 Ibs. Revell's super-scalab_l ?'tﬁln e
living detail of Britain's top fuel Dragster in big 1/ B

available June 1674 at around £4.00, |

SR RAILER

latest rear-engined rail
British stripe—it"

hit the
5 run by the Edmaon
son brothers of Hunter Plastics fame
with Peter Crane, Chassis was built
by Amercan Don Lang based on
last yoar's successful Walton/Cernay,/
Moody rail snd engine is a 454 cu;
in. Ed Pink Chrysler running on 80 §
Per cent nitro. Pete—whose previcus
AA fusiler experience was limited to a
couple of passes in Firefly—has al- |
ready mun o 5.91 sec ET at 187 mph
In only his second drive in Storm
Bringer. The gearing was to be sltered
I time for the Novem
Fireworks meet
hao

and the team were |8
for 3 230 mph torminal spaed.
alty, front tyres are specially |
1ed Avons, possibly the first tima &
v8 been usad on a fueller. e

ber Santa Pog N5




SILVERSTONE

and four wheels

Satwrday: Adule £1.00; Child 20p.

Sunday's admission to Special Trackside Enclosuras

INTERNATIONAL DRAG RACING FESTIVAL
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 15 at Noon (Qualifying on Sat. Sept 14)
Fantastic 200mph action on two

Top drivers from Sweden, Britain and the Eur

of the World's fastest Drag Racer on 2
TOM CHRISTENSON from America.

The organisers resarve tha ight 10 aller or cancel the programme wishout motice

~ 'TC'HITS
- EIGHTS

. TOM ‘TC' Christenson, the man respon-
| sible for the Norton land speed bid, is

the first drag racer to break the eight se-

cond barrier in Europe.

; Al Silverstone on Saturday, sgainst Britain's'

__ Mick Butler, he clocked §.98s, crossing the line

-3 at 160 mph on his

1500ce - double-engined

n Norton ‘Hogslayer."
P The second day of the MCN-backed meeting
was badly hit by rain, and the finals have to be
(decided a1 the September 29 Snctterion event,
" {when ‘'TC" and his fabubous Norton will again be
4 _action. =

hi car competition elass

Ny Cars
were on hand to run with three Top
Comp altereds. Favourite was
Denmnis Priddle’s STP Avenger 392,
whose 935 qualilyi TUT WS
slowed by wheelspin and a
somcwhat hairy tep end that
aused him {0 shut down early.
ver ook the novel rear-engined
astrol car 1o o best ever 8.565
with Swede Roland Larson taking
his Canon Toyota 1o an £.54s
before demalishing the centre lights
and bending his car.
Teamate Leil Daback teok his
Volvo Chev to a stunning 7.9s a1
182 mph, the best showing vel in
r visits, whilst Lase of the funnies
was Roland Prait's new Revell
Scimitar that bad minor handiing
problems and ran in the mid ens
on its first run.
Hut laster than all of these yet
again wos Dave Stone, with a 7.85
from his Chev altered, and not Tar
behind was Mike Hall whose big
Chrysler was running better than
ever ai 8,65, Keith Harvie made up
the field with his fabulous imporied
Chev altered, able of low
sevens, but content with a 10.0s on
fus seconsd ever run in the low shung
car-

. and Silverstone

was the highlight of yet amother

Silverstone at the weekend, with @ terrific
providing most of the action,

precluded side by side runs so i
wats decided 1o use the lowest ET
ms the  decider,
mexting was brovght tn s halt this
stood to Dennis Priddle a1 7.8s.
Just behind was Dave Stone at 7.9s
afer he had skt down early and
subseguently  found  his i
broken as he tried 1o
Keith Harvie returned
another 10U0s a3 he got used 10 the
car, whilst both Rolind Pratt snd
Leil Daback broke, Pratt with a
broken crank puliey and Dabach
with -3 ball-shaft.

Top Fuel qualifying was led by
Dennis Priddle with o strong
ruri ahend of Clive Skilton at 7.4s
with Revolution Three, the GTX
car- not bein
Prior who had injection trouble on
busth her qualifying runs. Clive and
Roz were first to run. with Clive
taking the win 7.2s/167 mph 1o
7.75 190 mph a3 Koz was caught
without cnough revs oo the line at
the green. No more runs took place
in_the Top Fuel round-robin,

Top Dragster was dominzted by
Cierry Andrews as useal, with on
easy 8.8 to qualify his 440 Chev
rail ahead of Liz Burn’s 454 rail at

or Sunday.ueEEEE

Continued from page 16

9.5 Kevin Burrows debuted his
smart new rear-engined Chev but
had s bearing failure and had to
withdraw from the climination, as

Burm, so that Andrews had but one
run at 8193 10 win the class.
In Senior Competition fastest
gualifier was Bengt Stafberg in his
injected 427 Chev with a 10.2s
shead of the Page brothers 10,59
and Dick Sharpe’s 10,995 in their
Chev and Pontiac cars
mm:m-ely. But it was Page who
ed the mast likely winner after
the first and only round as he beat
Fresimin Rogers' 427 Ford with a
et ever for the new car of 9.6a.
Stalberg had a misfire on o hye run
13 whilst Dick Sharpe won his
mun with an 11.1s over Dickson's
1155 for his Olds/Pop.
In the enormous Middle Comp
field, the mosu likely winner would
have boen Tony Johnson in Apdcrs
Lanis's Chevy

any chance

1125 he was a full sccond 1.

When they did run Middle, Lantz i h

perambled through in the wet and  would have been o 1errific mecting|
inner's by

ap/Falcon who found & bit more  m

EBishop wenl oul to Pete Sk

urlﬂ than Bishop,
ut_aly

wered 33
Flymouth thar has ﬁ::am! o firm o wheelers something o (hink
fveurite. Only Roger Bishop in about in terms of *lagnch’ bul
the Jog Minivan would have Bad again the weather robbed 1h
on a dry track. and at crowd of its full poten

Other action included some
promising runs for the STP Super
Car elimmator, with Adrean Yorke
leading Pro Stock with a 9.6s, and|
Colin Mullen in the other ‘Heavy
car second at 100s. Gary Goggn |
was mext at 10.3s i his Camaro,
with Mustapha Erol at 10.8s in his
Super
Johnsoa from Sweden was gt 11,15
in his 427 Vette, with Dave Lec
Travis at 1065 in the Stones’
Escort. Bul this was anothe
climination that was stepped byy
the weather before it had got past))
the frst rourd, st the probable)
comfronkation of Goggin, who beat
Errod despite a 0,85 handicap and
the “Heavy" Duster nover ook

lace. DLT broke a halfshar
raging Al O'Coanor's Popular whe
went on (o8 1 win,

The big Norton aof T.C.
Chrisiensen lrom America proved
Just as impressive asx it's
roputation, the brand pew bike
Aurning. an B85 on I’ secand, ever
run and giving the English

ial on|
Sunday.
anoiher sad end o whal

by anyone's standards amd praise]
&0 mol ondy to the drganisers|
for et just giving up in despair at

1 in. but ro- (he

AT

repaired, and Roz i

Strect Camara, Johnny

COME AND SEE I |
A TREMENDOUS
SPECTACLE THIS|

WEEKEND

[
|
Pean debut
wheels |
Adult £1.20; Child 200
FREE Parking and CAMPING facilities DRAG [
bl

|

S
{the

{engined
The

Skilton, Dennis Priddle, Rog Prior
and Swede

are 200 entri
|Practice on Saturday
starting at 1200 o0 Sundiy,

|

I A

' o
|

I

|

|

hnce agaln the weather played s all 100
famillar role in the NDRC's Silverstone drag
mecting at the weekond, and the large crowd
who did take a ehance and come out in the
raln were robbed of what esuld certalnly have
been the best meeting of the yo
The highlight of the event was o have
been the big Top Comp and Funny car elimi-
nator wit) he frst ever eight car entry
Saturday, with fine weather afl day, produced
i:r-mn Pretly sensational times, mostly one ar
Lime, with the fastess of all being Dave
tone in his 427 Chev altered at 7.8 s The
mly other car into the seven was
Dabachs’ similnriy powered Valve funny car
which ran quickest fime yet in England
at 786 s 182 mph, Fellow Swede Roland
Larson clocked a good 8.54 s in the Canon
cameras Toyotd Chry: funn;

but hit the
| centre lights at the Fnish and damaged the
|=ar beyind immediate repalr, alsa depriving
|the strip of any mph readings for the rest
of the day.
Dennis Priddle. hot favourite in the STP
Avenger wi up in
B9t 3 bit ¢ d up

jshut off to a 9.3 s, but safe encugh to qualily.
Ed Shaver took the Castrol Vouxkall o its
{best yet at 8.56 5 to show up as o real threat,
after having fitted some

ew ported heads to his 392 altered, really
|Rot going well to an 88 s at 177 mph and
then an 4.63 & without -any terminal recorded,
bul quite possibly in the 180s Next 1o
qualily was Keith Harvie in the new

" Amerlear ' Chevy altered
| immaculote car to appear ye

perhaps the maost
in this country

| Bullt essentially as a short whoolbase funny

| with a “T"

bady, the car Is equipped with a
B&B three speed and reverser unit and has
clocked B.9 & on straight methanol. Keith was
and shut off esrly to record

other now gar was Rolsnd Praet's

Hillbillies " Seimitar, o of
h dates back some five yesrs ore in
5 original form to the car that Dennis

Priddle deove to some |7 wins in Tep Com-
with a 427 Chev for power. Now fit-
chassis as well
as suitable body mods, the car had one or
two handling problems on lfs ficst run, but
wis 5000 ready for action on Sunday

In Top Funl, Dennis Priddie took the other
Revell car, his rail, to & strong BB s run
ring his front wheels for some fifty yards,
t Clive Skilton, driving Revolotion Thres
o an easy 7.4 8. Roz Prior had two an-
lucky runs in the Accles and Pollock car with
L troubles on both cccasions,

In Top Drapster, Gerry Andrews led as
usaal with the Stones injected Chevy, against
a new threat in the shape of the [
backed rear-engined Burrows driven 4
other car equipped with a Lenco
Again ething troubles slowed the o
2 12.2 5 on its flest run, but judging by the
standard of finish, it can be relied upcn to
go well within o short space of time. Li
Burn took her 454 rail to a good 85 s, h
Alan Blount also qualifying with o slow 127 s
with his small biock Chey,

Pro Stock had four entries, Gunpe Blacke
being unable ta come in the end, with Adrian
Yorke quickest at 96 s for the * Brooklyn
Heavy ™ car. Colin Mullen was next 10 s
not far ahead of € Goggin's 103 3 for
his Camaro, Bo Hollsirom's Swedish Camars
was down In the 13 s with engine trouble,
while leading the SuperStreer classes agnin
was Mustapha Ercl at 1085 in his Comaro.
DLT ran a respectable 116 ¢ in the Precision
Tapes. Escort, with Johnny Inhnson’s Swedish
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World's fastest
|drag bike here
AMERICAN

repuled fo
) ce d

Silverstone this weeke
10 wet the first cight second quarier
[t & motoreyele i Bestain, 1n

it has run B4% 1o 169
mph. He will be up agninst Britain's
best including Mike. Butlers 1000
wi Mortom wnd John Hobbs' | 500
e Trumph, both bikes double

Weather drowns out popular Sily

Tom Chr
the world's fa:

meeting

nd. He amms

entry includes Chve

hn Anderson. There
far the mecting with
y and ticing

erstone

Vette st 1114

Dave Rose swaljgwe
couple of valves In his big Hemy ¢ ‘“d,’]
had w0 withdeaw from the ks
Super Car eliminator for Pre

and Supes el
Middle Competetion had yhe bl.cll-. ur:\":r

entry of any competition class with 21 ears
Irying for I8 positions, and it was the
Swedish 33 Plymouth Chev of Anders Lantz
driven by Tony Johnson led with a
1025 Hoger Bishop took * Stripteaser *
ioan 112 5 to be second, with Alan Sher.
win's Travel Agent blown Jag nex: a1 1169 s
John Morton's 350 Chev Firenza was fourth
at 118 s

The Swedish entry of Beng: Stafberyg also
topped Semlor Comp with a 102 s from
his injected 427 Chev altered, with Clive Page
nexi at 10.59 s from the carburetted 427 T
altered. Dick Sharpe was next at 1099 5 in
his Pontiac A3S5, with four more cars to make
It one of the biggest entries in this class,
though Lawrence Bum retired with another
broken half shaft in his 350 Chev/Avenger,

On two wheels the great T. €, Christensen
unveiled his latest (win Norton, ran a 95
for Its Brst ever clocking, then followed this
with an 8.8 5 without reslly extending it

But on Sunday morning all this promise
was lost ns rain fell steadily post midday and
it was nearly three o'clock before any runs
took place. The NDRC coped wery well with
the exasperating conditions thay have dogged
them at nesrly every meet irying to get |
as many spectacular cars out for the long-
sullering public as possible.

In the big Competition class, all the rund
were solo passes as some competitors felt
tha the track was unsafe for two, so that
the fastest time was to decide the winner
It must be said that this was apparently not
made clear to all, for after running 1 7.9 §
an what the team assumed was a bye run,
Dave Stane sat and waiched Dennis Priddle
pip him with a 78 s from the STP funny
A It happened, Stome's steering broks at the
end of the run so that he would not have been
able 10 try sgaim anyway, for he certainly
could have pushed Dennis very hard for the
low time. Roland Pratt had a blower pulley
r an his attempt, whilst Lell Dabach
his axle c e Volvo,
some of the cars were readying for
runs, the track was slick again and. bo
Harvie and Ed Shaver
bad 10 more tham tick!

Dennis never got
Clive and Roz
round-robin, with Ro: anticipating the count-
down sligl by building the revs early and
then having to ease off a little 1o wait for the
first amber. When the green came she was not
guite ready and Clive left
shutting down to 167 mph as
to 190 mph in 7.7 5. Gerry Andrews followed
this with & single run in the es Top
Dragster at B.19 s 172 mph 2s the only car
16ft in the class.

In - Senior  Competit Stafberg had a
bye rum to go through, Dick Sharpe took h
round with an 11.1 s against John Dicks:
115 5 from his Duckhams/Pop and Olive Page
ren his bes: ever at 98 s against Froe

petition runs
the day, with the

sl ery A% raim starfed againm V
racing had taken place, but no fi
seml-finals tock place. and in fa
= few finals to be run from
Biackbushe affair that didn’
prompting some 40 say that
need & whole meeting just
the pending races !

the N




showed up.

But the event was more than
memorable for the three runs by
Dennis Priddle, culminating in a
new strip low e.t. of 6.49s. In fact
with four fuel cars, the racing was
first class in the elimination, with
the slowest qualifier Allan Herridge
| in “Firefly” at 7.25/210 mph, the
: 1 car being fitted with a “bitsa”

| engine most of which was Ed Pink’s

| funny car equipment. Next was
| Peter Crane this car too having an
Ed Pink motor that pushed the car
to a 7.07s/184 mph time, just
behind Mike Hutcherson's
7.05s/198 mph run in his Houndog
8 rail. But both took a back seat to
Dennis Priddle who opened up his
Donovan powered Mr. Revell to a
terrific 6.67s at 200 mph in strong
headwinds.

In a repeat of their meeting two
weeks before. Cranme and Priddle
lined up together for the first pair,

the Crane car, Priddle made no
mistakes as he powered away to a
6.635/206 mph run, with Crane
clocking his first six at 6.91s and
186 mph. Firefly's new motor
' didn’t last too long as a rod broke
. just ofT the line against Hutcherson
* who went on to a 6.96s/179 mph
§ run.

Both the new rear engined car
and Priddle’s sleek front engined
car lined up for side-by-sid

the last moment before finally

intent on making sure of the win

time ever of 6.49s at 210 mph, the
fastest ever outside North America
apart from a couple of touring
Americans in Auslrall_::lz.
Hutcherson's time was a little
slower than before at 7.22s5/199
mph.

In Top Dragster only Gerry
Andrews made it to the final as Liz
Burn was unable to run her 454
Chev rail, leaving the 440 car of the
Stone team with an 8.2s win.

In Top Comp team-mate Dave
Stone took his usual win with ghe
big blown 427T, leading qualifying
with an easy shut-off eight. Phil
Elson, a new liner installed in the
ex-Houndog 392 motor in his T ran
a 9.2s with Mike Hall next at 9.4s,
When Elson had trouble in the first
run, Hall still put his foot hard
down to record 8.8s/165 mph.
Stone ran a 7.9s to get to the final
on a bye run that looked easy, so
regularly does the car run that sort
of time. Once more in the final as
he dipped to a 7.8s at 185 mph to
Hall's 9.0s at 165 mph, but could
Hall at last have found the key to
consistent eights and even the
sevens that the car must be capable

aﬁNm that far behind in Senior
Comp, Dave Page gol the team’s
new altered back into the ninc
second stage that the original
Fiat/Chev ran consistently, the new
T bodied creation running a 9.8s at
133 mph to beat Dick Sharpe’s
10.8s in the Dorset Horn Pontiac
A35. runhing on methanol for the
<t time. The other three cars

and with the growing potential of ®

burn-outs in the final and slowly |
edged into stage, both waiting till &

rolling in. Again Priddle leapt away :

Dragging at Santa Pod —

THE weekend drag racing event at Santa Pod was not widely advertised
as a major event and as a whole it was a
with a shortage of entries in several classes that led to some match racing
and even handicapping in Pro-Stock/Top Street as only one car of each

rather long drawn-out affair

running. Burn's, Hammond's and
Dickson’s all ran under their usyal
times so that only the two finalists
were really well on form.

The aforementioned handicap
event was between John Ledster’s
Top Street Mustang and Colin
Mullen in the London Heavy Pro
Stock Dodge with a 3.9s spot to
Ledster that he used to advantage
in the second and third runs to edge
home the winner.

and was rewarded by the fastest .

In Super Street Dave Rose and
Mustapha Erol were to run three
umes. for Al O'Connor had taken
his Pop/Chev back into the
Competition ranks where it first
saw the light of competition in it's
original owners hands,

Erol was slowed b the
headwinds to an 11.3s in qualifying
his Camaro. with Rose running an
11.9s in his newly re-engined
HemiCuda. But he stalled in the
first run, only to watch as Erol
slowed with a  broken axle. So
eventually he made his three runs,
the best at over 121 mph to win.

J.D.D,



“TC’ goes into el

P.
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'History is made

EUROPEAN drag fans
saw their first-ever eight-
second run on Saturday,
when Tom Christenson
unleashed the huge power
of his 1500 cc Norton

his rear tyre to British
challenger Mick Butler all
the way up to the
finishing line.

Christenson’s starting
technique was superb, leaving
the line and heading for home
before quick-starter Butler had
even got the clutch to bite!

Butler clocked a below-par time
of 10.21 seconds, but would have
stood no chance whatever his form
in the face of the American's 8.98
seconds at 160 mph.

“T C’ had opened proceedings
with a shake-down run for his new
bike in 9.53 seconds at 156 mph.
Happy that he knew how much
grip the tarmac could give, he
made no further runs before
meeting Butler in the first of their
three-round MCN Challenge
Series.

Once the big double Norton was
wheeled to the assembly area, the
pits emptied as riders hurried to
join the spectators and watch drag-
racing history being’ made.

Once the deep note of
‘Hogslayer' rang out, the crowd
were on their toes, straining for a
first glimpse of the big bike with
the little man bn board. The
tickover of the engines was incredi-
ble — despite a fuel load of 95%
nitro-methane in the tank it tick-
tocked away like a 300 bhp sewing
machine,

T C made his usual storming
: ihum-outs. sitting in & pool of
bleach and dropping the clutch o
get the rear eight-inch-wide slick
spinning before it was warm
enough to bite into the tarmac and
send the bike and rider flying
forward in a cloud of smoke and
steam towards the starting line.
Mick Butler's static burn-out,
with the front wheel of the bike
against the rear bumper of a car as
Ilhc rear slick spun itself warm and
isticky, wis a hurried afTair, as he
'was urged to get to the line and not
'::Iil:tp the American waiting.

| “Hogslayer” and showed g

Tom Christenson versus Mi

This may have upset Butler, for
as the starting lights flicked down
to green, he was left sitting on the
line. while Christenson's biggie
leapt off the line faster than any
double-engined bike ever seen in
this country.

Butler had no chance but fo
follow behind and have a grands-
tand seat as the first-ever “eight"
went into the record book and T C

raved that all the claims made on
his behalf had been true.

Determined to do better in the
second round, Butler was needic-
sharp for the starting lights, but the
rear chain snapped as he popped
the clutch and he moved only half
ayard as T C covered the whole

i I 9.
440 yards with an casy fun o 9.13__

s

ceconds — no lerminal speeds be-
ing available after an off-line car
had smashed the finishing-line
lights and left the timekeepers with
only enough gear to get the elapsed
times.

Making no mistakes in the third
round, Butler did his burn-out in
good lime and staged the bike
alongside T C as the American
came to the line.

As Butler said afterwards, “I've
learnt & lot from him"—and he
showed what he had learnt by
getting away ahead of Christenson.

A wheel ahead as they left the
line, Butler was overtaken in the
first 20 yards when the big M&H
wide slick of the American bike bi

into the tarmac and launched T C

past the British boy's double-
Morton and on to & three-out-of-
three victory in the Challenge
Serics.

John Hobbs came to the meeting
with his double-Triumph “Qlym-
pus LL" loaded with an 80% nitro
boost Lo power in his personal bid.
to get into the eight-second bracket
and show that England can match
the best that America has.

But it was in vain — on his first
qualifying run the clutch refused to
take the strain imposed upon it and
came apart in a big way, scatlering
hits across the strip and rendering
the Number One British runner a
spectator for the weekend.

While T C and Butler fought out

ck Butler. The American clocked 8.98 seconds on this run against Butler's 10.21.

their Trans-Atlantic match, the
other riders were busy qualifying
for Sunday’s Motor Cycle News
Top Bike Eliminator Trophy.

Faster time went to Jeff Byne,
who clocked a personal best of
9.38 to head the list of hopefuls
who would have a chance to race
the best in the world, for it had
been agreed that T C would run in
competition on Sunday and not in
Match Races.

Keith Parnell put in a very
smooth-looking run to clock 9.49
at 140 mph, but was overtaken
later in the day when both Bob
Webster and John Clift got their
750 Triumphs down to 945
secomds.
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Silverstone
drag races

by
Jim Reynolds

' ON SUNDAY came the rain,
A damp strip had hearts sink-
ing as riders and spectators sur-

| veyed the grey sky and
scudding clouds,

After a long wait for a break in
the weather, the Street Class bikes
weré given a chance to try the
damp tarmac and alter s gentle
blast they all agreed to race. Only

| the slower drag bikes and the Street
Class runners were allowed to run
until the strip was considersd safe
to use for the really quick boys.

Straight

Street class saw Terry Revill's
big Dresda-Honda beat Phil

{ Brister's Commando tp reach the
| final and race Dave Rawlins, who
| had beaten Chris Russell’s blown
Trivmph in the second semi-final,

In the final, Rawlins shiowed just
why he was chosen o ride the
works Noron — leaving the stan

| line as straight as a die, he left
| Revill no chance to catch him, In
| fact, Revill went from his own lane
to Rawlins’ and then back into his
own lane again as he screwed the
big four-potter sideways in his of-
forts to make up for his slow start,

The first round of Top Bike saw
Jeff Byne trail Keith Parnell away
from the start, With the big Morgo-
Triumph buzzing at around
\ 8,000rpm, Byne began to catch up
as they neared the finish, but the
over-worked engine gave up the
struggle and spread itself across
| the tarmac, leaving Parnell o take
the win.

Bob Webster looked the

¥
- ——
- il I -4

John Clift gave Christenson his closest race of the

favourite to win when he faced up
to Brian Chapman's little 500cc
but Chapman's low-slung

Yincent,
“Mighty Mousa" |
never waited for the

eft early and
bigger engined

Triumph of Webster, which broke

third gear and could
Chapman's

not approach
storming

Norman Hyde smokes

9.94/13Tmph,

Norman Hyde should have fag-
ed John Todman, but Roger
Williamson's 1300 Triumph
double was brought in to replace
the broken Todman machine.
Hydes experience showed when
the green light shone — he was 0?

MV,

weekend with a 8.63/139 mph run.

3

\ Pz
Q.

e

hiu'Triurnph—S off the line.

his way 10 another win, despite
slowing to 1 1.86/79mph as he ran
through the debris of Byne's mis
hap.
Facing
John Clift,

up to Christenson was
the Epsom runner who

w, DUilds bikes for other riders, Out to

RAVE

T e —
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prove that he knows how to make
them go, Clift had a big load of
nitro-methane pumping into the
supercharged 750 Triumph as he
lined up mext to the Ereal man.
Clilt is & professional, but TC js
1 super-professional — the two ran

de-by-side for 200 yards, with

Clift trying all he knew, but once
the big Norion shifted into top
i Bear, the Triumph lost ground,

side-

Trying

Clift clocked 9.63/139mph 1o
lgive TC his closest race of the
weekend, but he just couldn't live
|with 3 man Putting in gentle runs
fof 9.27/149mph and not having to
try too hard to get there.

As the first rounds finished the
rain gently returned, But the sh
| ower turned into & downpour and
the hopes of completing the
meeting before the 5.00 pm
deadline faded and died.

! Finals

| Asthe erowds left for home and
| the crowd sround the big double-
Norton in the paddock grew even
bigger, the event organisers, the
| National Drag Racing Club, an-
|nnun¢ed that the semi-finals and
finals would be run in the morning
of their Snetterton event on
September 29.

|
'

And TC will be there to set th’:
tarmac sizzling at this new venue's
debut event, before flying back to

W America.

e
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TOM CHRISTENSON

~
J

TOM “TC™ CHRISTENSON s one of the world's top motor cy-

cle drag racers, Last week he st the first eight second standing

| querter in E st Silverstone on his 1,500ce Norton

| “Hogslayer.” He Is also the man behind the engine preparation for
Norton's attack on the world land speed record.

On the left is & colour sequence of hls record breaking run, taken

by photographer Brian Holder.

On Sunday he will be In setion again at Snetterton determined to

better last week's B.98s run.

Here he discusses Britlsh drag racing with MCN's Jim Reynolds
| and also provides some of the Insight into our review of the Nor-
| ton's speed record attempl.
| @ Christenson had to rurn down the opportunity of being back-
| up rider on the world record run because of drag raclng com-
| mitments in the States and In Britain. .

bike has a similar layout, with identical fuel in-

' ine. The world record
Close up of Hogslayer's ang and end in open pipes on tha streamliner.

E jectors, although the exhaust pipes turn upwards

[ =
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Christenson talks to Jim Reynolds it 5 7% 2
need it They've gmhchp.?l.'h:r'z':.

\ @ JIM: What's your |
| first impression of Bt least five bikes hrg py;
run in the cights, If hey Wufg’“z

: Brili!h dl’ﬂs ‘ - - . clutches and tyres, 1 L
racing? | in the cights, Tﬁe,tfﬂ:?t“':a‘;:
T Ire n fow el T or o et
behind vs as far as | development of the s:fr%;.lfrw
3 rned | the whole bike for four monghy, :::,

g is conce
botnd e 1 to make the transmiss;
ybut your guys &re properly. We used 5 ﬁl'?fl'?:'-‘hw?;"‘i

and it never ran under 930, Al

| i h | i

probably making as muc )
horsepower as we are with | bt provin 'f;‘;:"’f;“\

| those big double engined right from 9.25 to 8.50s. There y
iohs. What I mean by a 1/10th drop just afier oo
it by v e | developed the transmission,
lacking in equipment 1 | : The bike was finished in the

y

far as making the things | y o=t L June. We ran June
=2 | eveloping the
accelgrale =_Lyres, which was shifting real s::;rwi

clutches, transmissions — , the slipper cluch which we |
are obvious, because your | ?;vr‘léﬂop:d pl:\r‘lausLy. ¥
i 1 say superchargi
lads are not poleshooting T i &g sc?uickl;-s;igi E:qtm
as the big machines in the very refined fucl injection sysied ~
you run. Do you think your powi

?%lz!t?tswd:'slnodmblc that you boost from supercharging is go;
Jeft the line well ahead of Mick t0 be that much better?
Butler — one of our fastest it—a few are trying now, John and them. When the 650 Nortons finally came into the country I_E:Hn;!;""g'ﬁ:tmlming_h
| | Theyll get it. But he's playing with a clutch that's got in 1961, they really ran strong. Good performing mach- i I’; i:” T?]‘,”‘ UWin enginey
= to regulate the power to the tyre even though he's got & ines after you'd put pistons in 'em. ! T’i’l ying. :l:rcl not eve
TC: 'm able to icave we lin) six inch slick. 1 switched to Norton when they came over with a 750 E’;';‘,E: i;yu'; nr‘:ltid c;‘;“:sP'-‘dn
ﬂiﬂﬁﬁf:ﬁ: laying dowi And he's playing with x line which immediately we could get in the high sevens nd
" putalot thmwpow:rmu;nu ’ crﬁ Chsex oo Tk N Yheaiey N t “o ut developed into a drag “gas” type  problem — it may take & month of
tyre without turning it, wh,f;‘j', ™) ‘l‘tl"l.l ﬂi‘;’:’:ﬁ:’mg:'uﬁfémrf 0 r 0 machine. My Hogslayer is obsolete  two to get it developed. e

was turning his tyre right off. 1| JR: When did i

| you smoke t yovoe gnl':: | ih:’ :n id you start in

?"titrymslu:imm:grwndmd'l‘cc: 1 have been drag racing
the bike move. Everybody is for 11 years. Ilpiclwd up about

trying the mew eight inch M & 1

10,000 dollars fer a six month

slick. Me and Danny Johnson and season last § 7,000
| s 5; year, Spent
Russ Collins have been trying and | dollars on. travelling, And 1 did

- handling.

- we've been having problems wigh it With a 10,000 dollar motor
le.

| We crashed two months agoand |JR: Did you go for Norton

‘that wes strictly because of the rear
mﬂ'i“mbtyf We are now work-
i new frame design 1o

- ;Ind make the tyre worklg:;mu)-

engine, solely because you favour

‘them &s & racing unit or because
| they assist in your living?

TC: Basically I used to ride BSA

The six inch tyres are no |Umits but I had severe engine

| problem. The bikes normally han- problems all the time. Overstress,

e really well, but the cight inch |24 bresking them.
|2 Bk ¢

] quite a few problems.
{IR: I notice you're running
| counterweights on the ri
| inside of the bike. g i
| TC: The motors are in line with the
| centres of the wheels. The drive

| and primary drive, which is on the

left of the machine, is extremely

heavy and we had to move it ill an

inch and five-eighths to make room

wheel S al e et e
L weight went

left side of the brik:.Sh 20
We  counterbalance it

* | banging the lead wziﬂltung

right. We do not know if that is do-

ing any good cither because we ran

t tittes without the weight but
it does seem to make the bikzhmn:]u
stable, and I can alter the weights

depending on the cross-winds,

:5: :Mhu is your best time on this

e?

TC: 8395 and a few 8.40s and &
lot of 8.50s. We fecl that in the
| right conditions and I don't know
| about these tracks, for in Britain
you don't have the rubber con-
centration on the start lines like we
hlwmmesmuwwemset:
real good bite on it On our
nationals, we have liguid traction
and good big burnouts then you
PC:I[I mm}::m times for you can
I

s : sepower through the

On an average mny of these

bikes can drop two
teaths right off hulll:rufmx

JR: Sa really  we have
s th
Iglchmery available for r.h:
Bhts, but not the tracks to
machinery] .

up

f‘ftl:l_ The only way to overcome

-Eu: '0 use bigger wheely, |
uelly thrym Eoing to do

for records
on salt
flats and

concerned in the States. Harley
will take & lot of stopping.

We have most of the parts for &
triple. Frame, wheels, injection, but
we decided against it. We fear it's
going to be too heavy and increas-
ed hp to weight would be involved.

It would pick up two or three
tenths maximum and if I ran at
8.20 with it and a possible scven
would be the most that could be ex-
pected. The weight and money not
worth the effort.

What I would like to do in future
is to put a pair of 850 side by side
and supercharge them then maybe
ride with light loads of foel and

now as far as the drag racing is Qur bike is maximum devely
{

“Man, it's quick down the straightaways!” JPN rider

Croxford tries out “Hogslayer” for size st the press mr.rl'urlz;::
in the London Savoy Hotel to launch Norton’s attack on the
world speed record. With him are Norton Villiers chairman
E-_n_l_-i_u Poore (left) and “Hogslayer” rider Tom Christenson.

the nines!

M=ight-inch slick on his Harley when |

W just slipping the clutch a lot and

ment just now, It's capable on
super track of running an 8.20
8.30s. On an average, we should:
get B.3 or six as long as we get the
handling down again. But that sin't
competitive for these guys are go-
ing from 8.5 downwards.
JR: Who is going to break the first
seven in the States? ;
TC: It's going to be hard. It’s going
up in squares at the moment with
the strain that's put on everything,
like Russ Collins' triple engined
Honda—more than enough power
and engineering to get into the|
sevens, but he developed the bike
on & six-inch tyre. He had enough
power [0 Smoke The thing &l 0 ¢
way down.
He went into the traction trick
with an eight-inch tyre and then the
handling became & problem. In fz
it slowed him right down—back

He's got to develop that
tyre—and if he don't get it right he &5
won't make the seven he's capable =
of.

The Harleys are also capable of
sevens, but they'rs not yet playing
'with eight-inch tyres. They've seen |
= machine crash end they've scen ©
Collins" handling troubles, so they
naven't decided.
R: Didn"t Danny Johnson have an

he recently clocked 8.447 ]
TC: Yes. He's not leading on it
The bike was running soft. He's

letting it pull a littie on the big ead.
He's keeping it competitive, but
he's not trying to develop it
JR: How does the new bike you
have in Britain compare with the
old one?
TC: After we crashed the other
one we re-designed the rake end
treil. We stepped up the forks, rak-
ed it up to 39 degrees so that when
it accelerates, it gets down io
between 37 and 38, which is what
you want. The trail went up frem
four and five-cighths to five and &
quarter, which is the same a8 the
machine before which handled real
well. We put strut frame tubes on
top limiting some of the _ﬂemg
grea of the frame and we kicked the

| wheelbase out a shade from 76 to

| 77 inches.
We played a lirtle with wheel

lignment to see if we can get it
compensate for the torque on the
‘I.fra:ne tube. It's closs to what it #as
hefore; there's just mino? chn_nm;i-
It weighs near on 450 p-c-tn;s-
(give or take five or tem pou
depending on_how much lead
you're using. Reasonably heavy.
Brake crankshaft
wer 18 300 bhp.
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INALS OF SAC_;’CASTRUL CHAMP

DRAG RACE

FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER AT

; SNETTERTON

I I P s

NATIONAL DRAG RACING CLUB PRESENTS

IONSHIPS

ON A11 THETFORD/NORWICH ROAD

| SUNDAY 29 SEPTEMBER

CHILDREN UN

ADMISSION INCLUDES PA%EI-?!UBK éﬁgll_grSEUDHEHIE’E
GATES OPEN 5 A M. RACING 11 AM. -

GRANDSTAND SEATS. REFRESHMENTS

TS PARK
6§ P.M. Ha

EAST OF ENGLAND'S OWN DRAG STRIP WITH

220 M.P.H. ACTION

The arganisers reserve tha right 1o slter or ¢

without m,l;':“' whala &t part of the meeting |

Telsphone: Pottars Bar 43116 for further detalls and Entry Forms

]Roz Prior joins Revell

Revell is a name very familiar with drag
racing fans, As well as being the manufac-
wrers of the world famous super detailed
plastic model kits, they sponser some of the
most popular drog racing stars in the world,
Names like Tony Nancy, Jeb Allen, Kuhl &
|Otsen, Wild Willie Borsch, Mickey Thomson,
'whipple & McCulloch, Gene Snow, Roland
| Leong, and more recently, Don Garlits, are all
part of the Revell line up In Europe they
|sponser Dennis Priddle and The Hilibillles,
| byt now a new name is being added to this
tic team of stars; it is Roz Prior, The
Lady.

Revell are to become a major sponsor of
Roz and she will be known as Miss Revell
during 1975, They have taken up the option
to make a kit of her A/A Fuel dragster 50
watch out for this one in the future and the
super new paint job that will appear towards
|the end of 1974, This sponsorship is a reflec-
tion of the popularity of Revell drag racing
kits, and of the importance with which Revell
view the sport of drag racing. w0

Drag debuts at Snettertbn

Drag racing makes further inroads on the
traditional homes of motor racing this week-
! end with the inaugural event on Snetterion's
| newly laid strip.

Omce again the Top Competition field has
attracted an eight-car entry, with the fastest
car of all, the Stardust funny car, which,
provided some mnew heads arrive in time,
will be emtered by Sania Pod Raceway and
driven by Allan Herridge. Dennis Priddle will
be favourite to give the 6.8 s car fls strongest
challenge with his STP Awvenger, while Ed
Shaver's Castrol car. Roland Pratt's Revell
Seimitar and Liam Churchill’s Capri will also
be in attendance. The altereds will be headed
|py Dave Stone's %7 s Chevy, Mike Hall's
improved Chrysler and Keith Harvie's new
American built Chevy, so weather permitling,
we could see all the cars qualified under nine
seconds.

Clive Skilton is virtually assured of having
his GTX rebuilt to make the Top Fuel class
up to four again, Malcotm Quick handling
Revolution Three, and Roz Prior in the Accles

AUTOSPORT. SEPTEMBER 26, 1974

TAKE-OFF! Mick Buuer gets hi
4 r s 1,000
ce double engined Norton right off the
ground at Snetterton on Sunday in a
final desperate aitempt to beat Amer-
iean drag racer Tom “TC" Christenson
onuhfjs labfhce t‘l;ﬁnt‘?wem“ He had to
roll bac e throttle to si -
trol however, and failed. .19 .0m
But it was still a great day for Bri-
tish drag racing, with Snetterton's

biggest erowd of the year turning up
th g.'u_.gu:a.:l drag meeting there.

and Poliock car and Dennis Priddle in the

Revell rail

Kevin Burrows in ‘the new DB Molors rear

engined Chevy Top Dragster will be out to
prove that the car has the potential to beal
the current class leader Gerry Andriws;
while f fields are assured in all other
classes—with another 20-car Middle Compe-
tition field

In Pro Stock the Mullen-Yorke Mopars
and Goggin's Camaro may also have Ro
Osbourne’s immaculate Mova to contend with
if it is ready in time, while In SuperStreet,
the Erol v Stone conflice will again head the
entry, Dave Rose being unlikely to make it
in his HemiCuda,

Tom Christensen will be staying over for
the event on his twin Norfon and hopes to el
the UK record at something under 8.5 s 50
that it will stand for a long time, 50 thal in
all, the mee¢t holds as much promise as the
rained-off Silversione.

The action starts on Sunday meening with
qualifying from 10 am onwards, racing from
around 2 gm

.

\‘l:r i

SNETTERTON

There was an

racing was
7.06 s/202 mph
v Stardust "
Funny car.

encouragingly |
large crowd at Snetterton on
Sunday to see the first ever drag
meeting to be organised on the
new strip. Organisation was in
the hands of the NDRC and the
highlight of a fine afternoon’s
Allan Herridge's | 2 7.3
his
Plymouth Satellite
The first runs for the Funnies
brought an electrifying 7.26 /190

'lrnph run from Dennis Priddle
(STP Avenger). Herridge in the

The fuwure of the sport at the Nor-

folk circuit is nmow assured and on
Monday Chris Lowe, general manager
EI MCD who own Snetterton said:
There will be three draz race meet-
ings at Sneiterton next year, and this
will include two-day events.

Snetterton

DRAG RACING comes to
Snelterton for the first time on
¢, The shatteringly mnoisy
liners will rum on the
new Back Straight.
at the Esses end and
| blasting up towards Sear before the
krake “ehutes billow out. Among
the entry will be Skilton, Praddie,
Quick and Prior in Top Fuellers,
Sione. Harvis and Hall in their
‘Alereds and Priddie, Shaver, Prail
and Churchill in their fu TS

Wiih any luck Allan Herridge will
lbll'll'lg the Santa Pod Stardust and
I'[u.m Christianson his 170 mph,
{twin engined Norton ‘bike, The ™
|meeting starts at 10.00 for the 200
plus field 1o qualify, with the runs!

\that count beginning around 14.00. *

ew drag strip opens

several more powerful cars,

axle.

Meeting held at
Snetterton's new

Ing a 200 m
*“ Fast Lady

Prior (iety "

The first drag race

other lane claimed that a dip in
the track near the start produced
a serious loss of traction, a com-
plaint which was borme out by

The dragster class produced a
fine first win for Roz Prior with
5200 mph run against
Maleolm Quick. She put down an
even faster 7.2 s for 208 mph in}
a qualifying run against Clive
Skilton whose engine broke on the
line. Also out of the money was
Dennis Priddle, who broke an|

e John Dickson

strip produced
plen
of Spectacle, lm:hni-q‘r

Ph run by |

T EAT

i

P




TOM CHRISTENSON
. took on seven of the
| fastest riders in England
* | in the eight runner MCN
| Top Bike Elimination at
* Snetterton on Sunday.
|  John Clift had first try at the
great man and fed over 90 per
cent of nitro methane into the
tank in a do or die attempt to
put down TC — but he was
doomed to fail in the race of an
even faster Christenson.

That big Norton just walked
pway from poor Clift to clock a
European best ever of B8.81

'l seconds/156 mph to the
" | Englishman's 9.76/142 mph.

day, with & storming 9.40/147 mph
that overwhelmed Chapman’s
10.03/146 mph. Mick Butler, with
best qualifying run of 9.95
seconds went even faster in com-
petition and clocked 5.39/144 mph
1o eliminsite Ted Dunmow.

Mick Hand screamed his little
250 Honda into the Top Eight with
& best ever 250 time of 10.08/134
mph. But anxipus to show Bob
Webster the way home, he left &
shade too early and drew & red
light, giving Webster en automatic
| path through o the semi-finals.
Pamell raced “TC" in the first
| semi-final and clocked his personal

best ever with 5.35/146 mph in a
superb run that pushed the
am_enm down i i

But try as he might, Parnell Just
could not match the 8.89/155 mph
Mﬂ‘cﬂkufanhu American.

utler raced the final and
- Enother chance to have a crack :at

TC after rival Bob Webster lit up
the red bulb on the starting lights
and threw away his chance,

The final of Top Bike was to be
the climax of the day's racing and
- B:ﬂ; :.-:L‘ Christenson sat and
R ile the other

e classes were

They saw John Jacques ab-
solutely inate the Senior Bike
-;uu.wun bas first ever nine ge.

ond ryq, Jrcques beat

star Brian Smith in he

&mﬁ clocking 5.93/131 mph

Jrent on 1o beat Jghn

TC REIGNS OVER
ENGLAND'S BEST

Snetterton drag races: Report—JSim Reynolds @ Pictures—Keith Simmons

Britain’s main hope to stop TC—Mick Butler on his double-engined Norton.

mph, and in the final met Clive
Liddiards big Yincent twin,

Together they left the line but
Jacques Triumph gained ground all
the way to stop the clocks at
9.76/136 mph, to Liddiards
10.13/137 mph.

Bob Beckworth's two g 650
Tpuu‘mf»!h qm}:& the Middle Bike title
wil S1/105 mph when T
Fisher's 1300cc double Trium
set the red light glowing,

_In the Street Bike class, arch
rivals Dave Rawlins (830 Norton)
and Terry Revill (812 Dresda Hon-
da) met. But Rawlins rolled back a
shade and again the red light wink-
cd on as Revill took off on the big
Honda,

i 1n a show of real sportsmanship,

Rawlins sct the “Evil Eye” glowing
as he chased Revill who took the
race with 11.91/110 mph.

The day's racing came to a
climax with the final of the Top
Bike — USA versus England, all
Nerton match between
Christenson and Butler,

Both riders crouched low over
the bikes as the starting lights Rick-
ed down to green.

They launched forward together
&5 the first trace of current began to
light the bulb, but Butler's bike, us-
ing & five-inch wide rear slick for
the first time, really dug in and
Butler found himsell sitting on the
back of the biggest wheelie ever

§ECn.
He had to roll the power ofT a lit-

tle to get back to earth and pursue
o B o o

TC was just oo fast, clocking
9.02/155 mph to Butlers 9.69/144
mph, leaving English drag racers to
ponder on what they must do to
emulate this super star,

PROVISIONAL RESULTS
Top bike: T Christensan (1300 Morton
“Hogslayes™) 9.02/155 mph best M Butler
{1000 Noran “Saper Cyclops™) 9.65/144

mph.

Senior bike: J Jacques (850 Triumph
“Smans Cycle”) $.76/136 mph beat © Lid-
diard (1000 Vincent “Flying Baron™)
10.43/127 mph.

Middle blioe: B Beckwith (850 Triumph
“Tenafly™) 10917105 mph beat T Fisher
(1300 Triwmph) — red light.

Junioe bike: B Eastman (500 Triumph
“Nigro Function™) 1290/103 mph beat R

Read (500 Lambretia-Triumph *. e

Mutant™) 15.10/B3 mph.

Street blke; T Revill (812 Dresda Honda)
1LS7/H10 mph bear D Rawling (E28 Nor-
tond == red lighs

|

... and wins
Silverstone's
postponed

final too!
SNETTERTON’S brand new drag
strip opened with a brilliant sunny
day and some of the best racing

ever seen in England, during Sun-
day’s MCN sponsored event,

The finals from the rain-hit
Silverstone meeting, run off during
the morning qualifying session,
gave a huge crowd a double dose of
racing.

Star of the show wes Tom
IChristenson clocking no less than
four eight second runs to take the
MCN Top Bike trophy for both the
Silverstone and Snetterton cvents.
But TC had no easy time, with the
top British riders chasing him hard.

The Silverstone deciders opened
with Ted Dunmow clearing off to
leave John Cheadle's Yamaha. Ted
clocked 10.00/136 mph to John's
11.33/117 mph.

In the Senior Bike final John
Jacques had a walk over when
Mick Butler’s clutch cable snapped
as the bike was being started.
While Butler cursed his Juck Jac-
ques grabbed his chance and took
the money with & 10.36/134 mph
pass.

In Top Bike, Keith Parnell took
the first semi final from Brian
Chapman’s Vincent, Pamnell runn-
ing 2 gentle 10.29/123 mph.

In the second semi, Norman
Hyde, with the chance of a lifetime
before him failed to make the start
when his big Trident apparently
suffered & bout of stage fright and
refused 1o run against Christen-
son’s big Norton.

TC just warmed up the big dou-
ble and got to know the Snetterton
tarmac with a run in 8,91 seconds
at 143 mph.

In the MCN Top Bike final,
Christenson and Parnell met, leav-
ing the line side by side and stayed
that way until the half way mark.

Then TC shifted into high gear
and the big Norton lept away leav-
ing Parnell o case off 1o 10.29/123
mph behind the flying American
8.84/146 mph winner.

MCN Top Bike Trophy: T Christensan
(1500 Nortan *Hogslayer) §84/146 mph
beat K Parnell (750 Triomph “Rouge &
Noir") 10/123 mph.

Senloe bikes | Jacques (650 Triumph
"Salans Cycle") 10.38/134 mph beat M
Butler (1000 Nornon “Super Cyclops <
ol siart.

Middle blker E Dunmow (750 Trismph
00136 mph 8
I




