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" UNBLOWN DOUBLE TRIDENT
FOR HYDE?

' TO supercharge or not —

| that's the question many

| riders are considéring  as

| they strive to knock those

~  precious tenths of a second
| off their times.

A couple of months ago
Ted Dunmow became tne
first British rider to clock
less than 10 seconds for the
| standing gquartér om an un-
| supercharged bike.

I- Dunmow, a lawnmower

| mechanic  from  Braintree,
Essex, uses an 85 per cent
| nitro load to urge his 750 ARE
¢ Triumph to some very quick
times, having recorded- a best
of 9.93 seconds with terminal
speeds of over 140 mph.
| The non-splayed head 1s
| fitted with a pair of I5/32
1im:1| GP carbs to meter the
| fuel, and the bike has a wery
| meat appearance.
] Future plans call for a
\ bigger 900 cc motor utilising
\a long stroke crank and a set

of B804 cc barrels,

Not unnaturally, the quiet-
spoken bq.—,-gec\ac.ed rider has
set his sights on the Ameri-
can record of 941
seconds/150  mph set by
veteran drag  racer Sonny
Routt on a big-bore single
engined Triumph. The Mary-
land based rider is currently
the quickest in the world for
that class, and the times bear
interesting comparison
against the gquickest equiva-
lent British times .35
9.45 seconds in supercharged
Form,

Supercharging Is
area where British
differ
American  counterparis. At
present none of the top bikes

the one
riders

vastly from their-

in the USA use blowers,
while the reverse iz true in
England where some of the
big . twin-engined bikes use
two blowers.

- However; in complele con-
trast, Trident rider Norman
Hyde is onc of the top UK
riders who is considering a
switch from supercharging —
using two engines

Hyde sees it this way. "At
the Triumph factory we were
getting 80 bhp from the
racin, threes running on
straight petrol, so with. a
motor like my présent one,
which s fitted with a custom
built long stroke crank amd a
set of steel rods, | must put
out -something in the region of
100 bhp."

That certainly is something
to think about — a total of
200 bhp from the two motors
before -adding any nitre! All
this from a machine which
the Triumph development en-
gineer calculates will weigh
approximately only one hun-
dred pounds more than his
present- blown  single-engine
sELup.

The plans are laid for the
new bike; Hyde is working

on getting sponsorship and 15 -

aiming to better his best of
0.45 seconds set this year on
Roadrunner 1I1.

Top American riders Tom
Christenson, Joe Smith and
Murray are of the

NmrmHydemrﬁshlmandun—Hmmhl.
Unblown twin-engined Trident next year?

respective unblown machines. the line,” commented Collins

Only one American has on the handling. But there is
really experimented with a D% shortage of power as was |
Dlower — Russ Collins who evidenced by early runs of
fdes  the incredible triple- 9.8 secs/158 mph.
engined Honda featured in The American clubs are
our centre spread this week unsure. of blowers though,

As well as this monster,
which rups 170 mph in B3
seconds, Collins  owns  a
“funny bike”™ — an 1100 ce
Honda running in a standard

frame, the motor using a
small Repco blower and
Hilborn  injectors  with the

extra addition ol nitrous

oxide injection.

insisting that they be covered
by either a ballistic blanket
or an eighth-inch thick steel
plate.

Blown or unblown, 1975
will gee several British bikes
in the * eights,” with Motor
Cycle sponsored Jokn Hobbs
leading. the way, while ‘in
America we should see at
least one rider covering the

opinion they would try super-

- -~ Boris
o 2
i o - charging if
\ American Russ Colins’ fupny bike — 1100cc Honda

and when
ran aut of power, from their

they *The frame tries o Screw

itself into a knot coming off

quarter-mile
seven seconds.

Dave reaps the bonus:

I'M DELIGHTED 1o be able 1o
tell you that the largest British bike
manufacturer is taking notice of
whai happens in the world of drag
racing.

Mike Jackson, sales director of
Norton Triumph Europe, writes 1o
1ell me that they have not been ig-
noring the success of works tester
Dave Rawlins, who so completely
dominated the Streei Class in the
past season.

Dave and his spanner-man John
Baker have both been paid bonuses

and Derek Chinn., got their heads
together.

lan and Derck have had a lot of
help from MNortons with the
preparation of the 1856cc double
and to show their gratitude they
are puting Dave Rawlins in the
saddle of the biggie for a few
meetings next year. The prospect of
Dave Rawlins in action on a quick
fuel bike is something to warm thé
hearts of bike fans through the
coming ¢old winter.
THE OTHER English double

Norton that had a good season
is Mick Buther's " Super Cyclops™
The senson started badly, but cnd:
ed with Mick running his best ever
time @t the Sants Pod Winter
nationals in 9.23 seconds. in con
ditions that had many top runners
wondering whether 10 run with a
slick or a trials bool on the rear
wheel!

Mick’s Norton must be the most
consistenl successiul double-
engined bike of 1974, with the ex

ception of Tom Christenson’s brief
visil 0 these shores.

1 was very pleased o learn that
Champion Spark Plugs like the
way Butler has been hitting the
headlines and ar ping out with
sponsorship Tor 1973

All Mick peeds now is & couple
of 850 Commando motors for
Christmas and a few weeks in the
garage Lo get it all stitched together
for next year and the assault on
those elusive “eights™,

z by the factory for their successcs.
=5 - How good it 1s Lo see their abilities
: recognised in this way.

Someone else thinks Dave
Rawlins is quite a fider. When
Dave’s withdrawal from regular
drag racing competition was made
g known. the joint owners of the
P8 Bike-magazine sponsored
“Pepasus Noron”, lan Messenger

Ginger's racer

1IN MEW ZEALAND, road racer
ger Molloy is converiing his
750ce H2R Kawasaki road racer
o use it on the local drag strip at
Meremere. near Auckland.

Ginger has niready clocked
1100 seconds with a° terminal
speed of 134.7 mph with the bike'in
road race irim. Butl there are big
traction problems  blasting  the
three off the line so & slick rear tyre
and a frame designed for the job
are in the workshop and waiting
for their debut.

Local ace Mike Peterson holds
the bike strip record a1 Meremere
with a best of 10.4 seconds. but
Ginger hopes to take this down
imo the nine-second bracket with
the Kwacker. 1t’s a long way from
i1 seconds down to the nines, but
there are plans to run oo dope and
even to add a blower il necessary
in the search for enough power,

" Ginger rides & works 350 Harley
Davidson in road races down un-
der, Maybe he should look to the
same factory for an engine or (wo
if he wants to go really fast. . . like
L attrpey ST RO 4 T




Abova: Tha smart black fairing
of the Hogslayer with Tom's
initials neatly signwritten.
Right: Fuel injectors from an
Offenhauser racing car engine
squirt 11 gallons of “nitro” into
the cylinders during sach :-mile
dash up the strip. Below: T.C.
leaves the line. Far right: No
home comforts for T.C. as he
rasts full length along the top
tubes of the frame !

The answer is Tom Christenson

who recently visited this

country with his twin-engine machine and set the drag bike

racing scene alight by posting t
outside of the United States.

i HRISTENSON  CRACKS
EIGHT!" —"T.C. slays our
best” —"T.C. reigns owver

England|” These were some of the
headlines that screamed out of the
pages of British motorcycling

newspapers when Tom Christen-
son, the American drag-bike rider,
recently visited this country,
Riding his monster bike “Hog-
slayer”, powered by a pair of 750cc

he quickest times ever seen

Morton engines T.C., as he is
known to his fans, competed in
meetings at Silverstone and Snet-
terton and consistently smashed
the nine-second barrier, the first
time it has been done outside of
America

Only 56" tall, slightly built
T.C. has to lay at full stretch
across the top of his fearsome
machine which accelerates to

|{Thought we'd write and let you
know swhat a wonderful drag
meet ' Ww@s at Snetterton on
29 September, especially for
those g¥ho were fortunate
‘enough 1o see it

We liké many others tried all
day from all angles but were
unable to catch a glimpse of any
lactivity in the bleach box or
Jstrip areas. It sounded good but
oh, how we wished we could
have seen it. The situation was
aggravated by the use of only
one overworked and _overfull

| BUT...

Portapotty !

If further meetings at Snetter.
ton are to be of any satisfaction|
to drag fans we feel that a great
deal more thought will have to!
be put into the organisation of
spectators facilities. L
Five Drag Fans,

Huntingdon,

Hmm, sounds like another
strip which has run rather more |
than one event! We're watching
with interest to see how farsend
fast_Snetters improves —&

over 170mph in B2

holds the Opumght fﬁ;ﬁ,‘jﬂds; He
cord with a time for the 3 ue: o
8.45 seconds,

Just to prove how fast
really does accelerate, the
can rider beat all of the 1op English
riders at the meetings he attended
with a full half second in hand
Yet l!‘lCI’L‘dlb|y the Mortan motors
remain unsupercharged, unlike the
British machines, most of which
use “blowers”

Before heading for home after
his two week -stay, T.C. and his
flying Norton set new European
records of 8.8 seconds,160mph
Race fans who came from all
parts of the country were left
amazed at the ease with which the
little American dominated the rac-
ing with a machine that seemed to
rumble effortlessly through the
&-mile—except for T.C, having to
keep a strong grip on the handle-
bars!

The fantastic Norton was built
by T.C. and his partner John
Gregory in their home town of
Kenosha in the state of Wisconsin
where T.C, owns a Norton dealer-
ship.

INTO THE “SEVENS"!

The secret of the Hogslayer's
SUCCess is its tremendous traction
To achieve this T.C. uses a rear
tyre which is a full 8% inches wide,
and uses only 10 p.s.i. air pres-
sure. Yet incredibly this tyre is not
enough, for he plans to incorporate
a huge 103 in. wide sticky slick on
his next bike which, using even
bigger 850cc engines, should en-
able him to become the first rider
to cover the quarter mile in under
eight seconds!

his bike
Ameri




So what has spurred on Tom
Christenson to be the fastest racer
in the world? We asked him.
“Quite a few of the other guys
back home are using two big
Harley Davidson engines which
have a capacity of 3,500cc bet-
ween them —and that makes even
bikes look small by comparison|
So our aim was simply to prove
that you don't have to build the
biggest possible bike to win, And
it's real satisfying to ‘blow-off' a
bigger bike.”

That is the reason why the bike
is called “Hogslayer' —a Hog
being the nickname of a Harley
Davidson bike—and T.C. has cer-
tainly slayed his full quota of
Hogs |

A lot of preparation and many
special parts are needed to make
the Norton accelerate at such a

fantastic rate. Two of the most

important items are a home-built
"slipper” clutch to help control
the take-off from the start ling,
and a quick-action two-speed
gearbox—both items having been
builtin John's own workshop.

These two items played a major
role in T.C. winning all but one of
the major race meetings in America
in the last year.

LIQUID DYNAMITE

Also very important is the
“liquid dynamite” fuel which Hog-
slayer consumes. A mixture of
95 per cent nitromethane is con-
sumed at the rate of 1% gallons per
%-mile dash. The big fuel injectors
on the engine were originally
designed for an Offenhauser rac-
ing car engine. Fuel is fed to the
injectors by a pump driven by the
camshaft on the leading engine.
Between them, the two engines
have a power output of 300 brake
horsepower|

Now you might think, even
after hearing the performance
figures, that riding in a straight line
is easy and pretty safe, but it does
have its dangers, as T.C, recalls.

“Earlier in the year | was racing

- LW\

Partner Joh

Above: Twin discs at the front
pull the bike down from its
170mph plus speed through the
traps. The overall finish on the
bike is extremaely professional.
Right: The 81 inch wide rear
slick looks huge, but wait until
next year when T.C. plans to
run a 10} inch wide ""hide” on a
bike with twin 850cc engines!
on one of the local strips when,
after shifting into high gear and
heading for the traps (finish line),
the bike just dropped on its side
and there was me skidding through
the traps on my rear-end at aver
150mph! It was so quick—one
second the bike was upright and
heading straight with the front
wheel just hovering over the tar-
mac, and the next second there |
was off it!" Luckily, T.C. walked
away virtually unscathed, even if a
trifle sore |

The bike was not so lucky,
though, having been extensively
damaged, but the new machine,
complete with exciting innova-
tions, has already recorded 8.39
seconds, so the spill certainly
hasn’t deterred the plucky Ameri-
can rider who gained a lot more
fans on his trip to this country—
and provided plenty of inspiration
to the top British riders.

Above: John Gregory and Tom Christenson with the Hogslayer at
Silvarstone. The bike runs ly in the middle “sights’

beating the best we have by a comfortable margin.

Photos - Keith Lee

n Gregory helps line

T.C. up on the strip.
Right: Warming up the slick
with a burn-out.
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restigious tlle of the WinterNationals can
hardly be described as one of the year's best
mestings as might befi; such a name, but it
did have its momemts, even if few and far
between, L

] 3
The entry was limited to winnecs and
| runners-ap over Sae  year, which meant
about 80 cars and bikes /nstead of the
| usual 150 plus. The idea of this was to ensure
that a meeving could be run in the shortened
]dayligh: available,! which on paper seemed
like & good lidea, but in fact it meant thai
hardly any class had more than three entries,
and the meeting was interrupted by long gaps
| with pothing pappening at all whilst either
‘cars were being fteadied for the next round,
lor the meeling was being stretched out to
§ | 3 the day. With ‘many entries invited already
! l-in the throes of rebuilding for next year or
] just plain unable to make it through breakage,
P the field was further depleted by the usual
\ percentage of refirements following Saturday's
| racing, ‘the end tesult being a confusing mix-
| wure of cars in various ‘handicapped elimina-
| tions. Only a handful of pecple seemed to
know what was going on at ail, and taken
with the fact that the track was fike an ice-
rink throughout most of the weekend, the
event could not really be considered fin the
usual terms as a drag race mesting

On Saturday, the weather was bitterly
cold and damp, and there ‘cannoy have been
more than & couple of hundred spectators to
watch some runs which ook place late in the
afternoon and finto the evening. Dave Lee
Travis fooled around (after having made a
couple of muns din " Tender Trap" against
Dave Wolfmanls Lotus with a two second
handicap, winning one and losing one) racing
his monkey bike against a refugee from the
commentary box who appeared dressed in a
monkey suit to race against him on race direc-
tor Syd McDoneld’s Honda 50. Money was
geen to pass hands on the start line before the
| epic battle, but the noble DLT set fight
-.'\i the bribe pressed into his hands by Mike

U

e T s U T

pstant, and after much lane crossing and
changing of direction, the ape won wats down.

Not exactly the greatest

In more sedious vein, Gary Goggin made
one good run ar 10.5s fGn fils Pro-Stock
Camaro considering the oconditions, but whut
off on the burn-oup second run with smoke
pouring from the car. What was first thought
to be a clutch failure turned out to be
engine ‘troubla - and although nothing had
come out of the block, a cylinder filled with
oil spelt the end of the ‘74 season for
lone campaigner following his vearlong
rearguard  @ction against fthe Heawy
brigade.

There followed several spectacular bum-
outs by the bigger fuel burning cars in the
dark, bt no more runs toak place.

On Sunday it was e Hofle warmer, but the
track was stifl damp right lin the asphalt, and
grip was once again almost pon-existent. An
artempt was made to impoove on this by
some 20 gallons of methano]

and it did warm the grart aras to the extent
that some of the dampness was drawn out of
the ground and grip improved—particularly in
the pit dide lane.

Easily the most impressive run of the day
came from Owen Hayward in the Houndog
funny car. He made the customary two burm-
outs with the big Ed Pink powered car, and
from hall way up ithe strip it looked ag if he
wis trying o third, but it was in fact hig imed
run, and the big car charged towsards the
finish  with smoke boiling off the tyres.
Instead of fishtailing wildly as might have
been expected, the car went in a long slide
from one lock to the other, the tail hung well
out each Wme. But the engine kept pulling
all the time as Owen kept hard on it in &
brilliant display of driving. The et of 83 s
was as good Bs could be expected, but the
202 mph top end was a really tremendous
achievement,

Shortly before, Dennis Priddle had un-
leashed his STP Avenger, ‘which had the
Donoven motor from the ReveR rail In it, to
a storming 52 s at 186 mph, and had an
gnxious moment in the braking area when
the parachute got tangled and flapped use-
Jessly behind the bucking car ag Priddle

braked as hard as he dar, i
bounding off the track evoref[m-‘h. the wheejs
was all right and munaged 1o br}ards_ But he
a stop before going off the eng B8 the car to
Dennis and Owen wcrg gi;{ed
;_ud.er fu;ﬂ:;e funny car :i:lé bug i
id os Ness came 00 gnop i
Herridge in Stardusy wi"im@‘;ﬁ*‘ Man
an.dlM:ke Hutcherson jin Top Fuaj ¢ Crane
omg.unall!y entered in Firefly," gy He had
fArst ﬂ:tl'ne in many meeings, 'er ;r‘far e
ing @ * moment " that was wiarm; il i
that -urfm_-nal:Ls car, found thas Lhnf i\renll'ar
were beginning to 1ook suspect so sub:mng‘s
the funny car. He had come off fthe 15 i
but =t about the 100 vard mary (.o
got out of slhape and headed for the E,f“
and only his leng practice at hard&.};—,g"l—”'
monster got him out of the swuanion © T
P_evte Cra_ne had lost ome quak 2
against Mike Hutcherson wheén

(0 Tun. each
in fact never

fing race

his b
belt broke on the burnwout, leavi ywes.
son With an 8.2 s in the Hm::dr;: iltfcr{:;{

avenged this defeat later by
207 mph run in 7.4 5 a run o
hale in the sump a8s the car hit the e

arsa. Hutcherson had fek his car :;:‘:’g;s
locse fin the midrange and shut off rather th '8
rfisk crossing lanes. -

This left Allan Herridge with a bys ..
the funny, which turned out ;D} b:-lnu.‘z
quickest run of the day 4 7.6 5/198 mph
a5 the big car somehow managed to find g|:|
as it smaked and slithered up the strip 3

The final runoff was to follow the
appearance of Priddle and Hayward on the
stant Jine, who although they couldn’t
actually race in the dark, put on & tremendous
show with repeated bum-outs, finally swap-
ping lanes and comiing back to the start to
a standing ovation.

With the crowd, which an Sunday had
reached impressive levels, vellmg for more,
Hemidge's funny was towed down 1o the
start ‘and Teadied, and some tme later the
bark of Crane's fueller was heard, & new sump
having been fitted for this final appearsnce

More bumn-outs, including 2 flame-out
from Crane followed, and the year closed on
the thunder of the two huge Ed Pink motors
2s the two cars did a final burm-out, Crane's
making him over the finish Jine as he cut the
motor. There were no winners here, but it
was what the crowd wanted, and proper night's
racing must be & winner when better fighting

| -

storming g g
hat knocked




Santa Po

| the start area and ign;
| the odd dry patch ag;:
| But back 1o the entry, which was
limited to B0 cars and "bikes. being
open by invitalion only fo those
who had either wan or beg runner
up during the year. Some of those
invited had already startedwork on
| their cars for next year, apd 50 the
| end result was a rather sorry entry
list that had its work cut gut to fll
the programme.
On top of this, Saturday saw the
demise of one or two morg cars, the
| most notable being the Pro Stock
‘Camaro of Gary Goggin, who after
a good 10.55 run came out to
improve on this later on. But during
the burn. out, the machine was

4 MOTOR:N(; News, ;rwp,su.\'!.

d final round

Tom,
, although it did

;nmdaw”}l-‘.‘s“:mc 20 gallons wert poured over

the invisible flames g

45 the molsture was drawn out 0

DEE:EMBER 12, 1974

season, held at Santa Pod

e 191 d"gc:::ll’:rs 1, was the latest in the year
held in this country. As might have been

i o e e
g the air was dmp‘mwm—e i)
the ground,
the asphalt.

denly enveloped in smoke, and
:I‘:E car was towed away for
inspection of what looked like fairly
serious internal damage. John
Ledster was another unlucky one,
as his newly fied Doug Nash
Muncie gearbox let him down in his
Top Street Mustang 289,

Most of the action on the
Salurday was centred on the
evening demonstration runs of the
fuel burning cars, whose
pyrotechnic displays were
witnessed by only a handful of fans
braving the bitter winds.

Sunday was little better,
although an  enthusiastic crowd

swept over

turned up to watch and were
rewarded with some greal runs
from the Funny Cars and the Top
Fuel entry.

The first driver to lay down an all
out run was Denanis Priddle, who
had brought along just his STP
Avenger, but had fitted it with the
Donovan engine from his dragster.
Considering the lack of grip at the
start, he did well to hit 8.2s at 186
mph, the blue and red car getting
turned on at the top énd as the tyres
found some bite, But when he
dropped the parachute, it became
tangled up, and he was lefi to rely
solely on the overworked discs as
the car bounced down the braking
area. Fortunately he stopped in
time, and was hack to watch Owen
Hayward qualify in the Houndog

Funny.

Without a doubt this was the run
of the weekend. The car boiled ofl
the line in a vast plume of smoke,
the tail hung out first one way and
then the other in a continuous
power slide. Despite being slower
than Priddle at B.3s, Hayward wag
very, very fast at 202 mph, the
bigger Ed Pink motor’s top end
superiority being evident,

Allan Herridge was entered in
two cars again, the Stardust funny
and the Firefly in Top Fuel. But
after one very hairy run in the
dragster, it was found to have
broken up a couple of bearings, so
he * withdrew Stardust from the
planned match against Hayward
and Priddle and, instead, elected to
take on Crane and Hutcherson with
it among the Top Fuellers. First he
had to qualify to make this switch
wofficial, and his resulting run turned

out to be the quickest of the
weekend as the big 7.7-litre car shot
o a T.25 at 198 mph.

WITH a personal best ever
{time of 9.23 seconds at 147.3
mph, Mick Butler dominated
Sunday’s Top Bike event at
Santa Pod's Winternational —
a thrilling finale to the year's
racing.

‘Watched by & big crowd, Butler
(1,000 Norton ‘Super Cyclops')
was due 1o race John Hobbs in the
final, having put-out Brian
Chepman and John Clify,

Hobbs suffered mechanicel
bothers and could not get to the
line, so S0cc world record holder
Tony Weedon took on Butler.
Butler gave him no chance despite
the big Norton — performing two
|wheelies — storming down the
strip o a time of 9.60/143.3 mph
with Weedon screaming in pursuit
with 9.82/147.8 mph.

[ Chris Russell met Terry Revill

28

Mike Hutcherson qualified the
Houndog rail with an 8.2s, leaving
Pete Crane just after the start line
with a blower belt broken on the
burnt-out. Crane, however, had
already qualified technically with a
slow warm up run, so he was ready
to face Hutcherson again later in
the day for the race proper. This
time it was Hutchérson who was
out of luck, for his car stared to
break loose in the mid range,
forcing him to shut off, whilst
Crane went on to his highest
terminal speed yet at 207 mph.
Although his e.t. was “only” 7.4s,
he continued his record of
improving either his best et. or _his
highest ever speed at every meeting
ar — and with traction being so

in the final of the depleted Seni
Bike. Showing matp his 906:-:0:
Hadleigh Honda was on form,
Russell put in his best time of the
meeting to take the honours with &
superh | 1,64/115.6 mph to Revill's
12.06/114.6 mph.

Saturday's Senior Bike final was
run in the pitch dark. Winner Mick
Warne carried a cycle rear light on

_his back to show losér Ted Dun-
mow how far ahead the Accles and
Pollock Triumph was. Terry Revill
won 8 mixed Street and Middle
Competition bike class, despite
sliding and slithering on his way up
the damp track.

Top Bike saw John Clift find a
little grip when John Hobbs could
Picture:
Keith Simmons

bad at the last two meetings, times
could hardly have been expected to
improve. But this last run cost him
a sump as the car bottomed in a
shower of sparks in the shut off
arca, and a new sump hed to be
fitted for the final against
Herridge's funny car.

Like the Priddle- Hayward match
that preceded it, this was to be no
more than a stari-line display, for
the light had long gone by the time
the cars were ready. Nevertheless,
the drivers received long and loud
ovations as they performed — first,
it was Priddie and Hayward, with
three or four burn-outs each before
turning round and coasting back
into the floodlit starting area (o

Butler blasts a
147 mph finale

find none. The 1500cc dg
Triumph of Hobbs spun its 3:.':
whl_:c] as Clilt got on with the
facing. Hobbs top end speed of
over 155 mph was not enough to
catch the fying Clift.

PROVISIONAL RESULTS
Saturday

Top Bike: J it (750 Triwmph -
respondent’) 10.46/130.6 beat J F’;:b:‘:lf(;
Triumph *Qlympus Two') [0.78/155.5,

Senbor Bile: M Wame (630 Acch
Follock Triuenph) 10.7/131.3 mph St B 7
Erema ':‘&: Triumph ‘Paper Tiger)

Middic Biker T Fevill (812 Dresds Hon-
da} 1281/110.5 bent B Sewell (S00 Hondy
‘Fourunner) 1461903,

Sumdny

Top Bike: M Butler (1000 Norion “Super
Cyclops’) 9.60/143.3 mph best T Wieedan
(500 America Traumph) 9.83/147.8 moh.

Middie Bile: C Russell (900 Hadle
Handa) | 1.64/115.6 mph best T Revill (312
Deesda Honda) 12.06/114.6 mph.

a3

take a bow, Then after & long wait,

Crane's machine was repaired and
went through the same routine
alongside Herridge, throwing in a |
fire burn-oul for good measure.
Other notable runs during the
day came from Tony Anderson,
who took his blown Daimler rail to
& 9.35/147 mph against Dave |
Page's Panic, which did a &
10.35/134 mph. These two ran, like
so many others, in amal, amated
classes because of the small entry.
Rob Messent managed to keep the
Jag-Minivan *‘Stripteaser®’
runnning very close to its usual =
time to win his group with an}
11.57s, compared to_the 11.90s of |

John Williamson's Sachs Motors &

Jag-Falcon.
J.D.
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CHED whirring, a clatter ;
:““'.GH'P'FCHEDW.,. of combustion. Squirt

braked,
walloping Ro*;%fgof
a dragster, the resut of more than i

labour, years f planning and countless
o bt . , faces the starting
and is ready to do

Russ jerks the butterfiies open and rich white
| thickening smoke cascades off the wrinkling
| six-inch-wide M & H rear tyre. Crew members
push the bike into position; one last wrenching
leap up to the electric beam starting line-to
clean the crud off the tyre; a green light and
the nine-foot fong Collins, colossus shudders
and snake-hips off into the middle distance.

. A voice over the loudspeaker:  Nine-point-
oh-one, one hundred and sixty-four,” Not half
bad for a shakedown run. Not half bad at all.
This then was the debut of Rusg Collins' triple
Honda CB750 engined drag racing bike. At its latest
outing at the National Hot Rod Association Super-
nationals and World Finals meeting recently, the
i e
an un ]
at 16881 mph. [nwﬂle Eliminations though, ithe

sweating, sleepness
line with a mellow snarl

:

of 1973 his space had afready do
twice and he had ;- ly doub
I}r}? Tecords, all m~?l@w of motor cycle drag
e wonass-producing Honda CB-750

stems; Weber i -
gﬁnwmlen Webar s (he was the fist to

2 wr:,-ﬁ Valve springs and eollars and
Lembes Tt thought about buRdi :
mber 1972 * Russ: remembory, _I.l\&:'l‘rl le in Sep.
- Top Fuel e iooked
jod feaizea Sy T WAL eveobody was rinning
| lly changed for ten
Rle-engined Harleys or

.

"Goble tagine

television spots wanted to see the monster first-
hand, Spectators more than rubber-seeded clouds
and mechanical din. When it came time to race, the
triple proved that all the anodizing and nickel
plating wasn't su glitter.
D::Ewﬂfr the bike became the first Honda
o mogu.nmmed the old strip
record of 871 set by T. C. Christenson's double
Narton; it ended up on the pole with the day's fastest
— a cool seconds coupled with 166.95 mph.
au?aemmgmmmmimnm
Honda's 718 pounds ~during weigh-in _suddenly
realised that Top Fuel as practiced for five
wn}ﬂdhebwhd‘wwhy&ﬁm'emﬁmm
:J:lu!c ?“ the big Harleys and British doubles a
On the line with leciric starter groaning,
one of the 12 -bit as injected nitro- |
charn . Colng an . taphe W |
e we
boun»‘l‘opmt:lmalhnin:
big hero was the Honda
ruohh‘aapdioato'w:mam
mm fans
ast numbers have taken
14 he started buildi
mmu&amdﬁmm;
S S g g for 19
umtmmg.ﬁgmnadhisuwnmin o
= with 1 €53, in his own
A e Dl? ]‘ié?:ll:fl’-li“hlﬂlldltm on §
By February led

y running,
mmh%"}:‘&“ﬁ-

Tri-

Then Danny Johnson's
double Harley came on the
scene, and T. C, Christen-
son’s double-Norton got it-
self and started to
dominate the sport. “We
wanted to build a shocker
—and something that would
be competitive for more
than one season. There were

- a lot of doubles: there were

a lot of double Hondas, We
figured that with a triple
" we could use mild, pussycat
engines, run a low percent-
age of nitro and be compe-
titive without breaking a lot

of parts."
Russ started on the triple
in the spring of 1973, was

delayed while his engineer-
ing firm moved to a larger
location, then launched into
the project for real in July,
“Well, the first thing we
did was cut the transmis-
sions off three motors,”
Russ says. “We knew we
were going to need some
kind of transmission, and
an autcmotive-type slipper
clutch, so we contacted
Abbott for one of
his Lenco two-speeds and
then we picked up a Crower
Glide eluteh,

“After that we built a .

pair of aluminium rails with

& lot of holes drilled in them

eVer
i Nationals

bike with 9.23s at 155 mph. But at
Irwindale, came the big

the b

Courtesy of 'Cycle Magazine’, California, USA_

and dummied all three
engines into them-to set the
right spacing. From the rails
we were able to get the
measurements we needed for
the engine plates. We
wanted the three engines
and the transmission system
in'a single pod, because we
were a little worried about
flex.

Collins felt from the be-
ginning that fuel injection
was the only way to accur-
ately meter nitro into three
engines. The fuel tank, to
the right and rear of the
back engine, was formerly
an aircraft accumulator
tank.

The brains

The barrel valve is the
brains of -the injector sys-
tem. The twist-grip opens
the injector butterflies and
also controls the barrel
valve, which meters the
amount of fuel allowed to
pass to the injector nozzles.
At idle, most of th!e f\l.mi
! to the barrel valve
g:ﬁw the tank; but at
full throttle and 9000 rpm,
fuel sure is 30 pounds
at e nozzles and

?:ufil’dsh at the
e high-speed lean.
tem has t::en ;::rqul r

“Wet-sumping Was on
of our biggest problems
Collins says. "We couldn’t
get the oil away from the
crankshafts properly. So we
worked up this comman
sump. The oil pump and the
fuel pump are both driven
by Gilmer belt turned by a
pulley on the back of the
clutch hub, with one idler,
The oil pump is a dual func-
tion rotary vane aircraft
pump.

Each of the three engines
has a bore of 2,755 inch and
a stroke of 2.730 inch for a
displacement  of  106%¢c
each, or 3207cc total.
Litton/Radial chains (§ x 1)
couple the engines and pull
against commercial sproc-
kets on steel crank-snouts.

With the middle engine's
number one piston at top
dead centre, the correspond-
ing front engine piston is at
60 degrees after top dead
center and the rear piston
is at 60 degrees before top
dead centre. With the
engines so timed power im-
pulses are smoothed; there
is one power impulse every
60 degrees of common
crank rotation and about

pump, ang

| petrol record

"TERRY VANCE, riding a 2000¢c double Honda-4 made the firs
eight second run on pump petrol at the recent Hot
fifornia. .~

T

at Irwindale Raceway, Cal
A

ruans.
-Ilug;)_CnLIiM. pilot
5 12 cylinder Honda
AU -

I!Ik_q:

wwn
inch lift ang 320
duration
Everything else R
he uses himself: sp
Tetainers, harg -
stainless valves,
cam chain, his owe

h, de =
Ch clutch. spe
builds, five arms, Wi =
with selections  of | “bolts, S8



nuts and washers, react to
| centrifugal force and pivot
against the pressure plate.
| At rpm centrifugal
| force is sufficient to allow
the pivoting arms to oOver-

' come the separating force
of the springs, and the
J clutch plates come in con-
tact, delivering rotational '
| force to the final drve
f chain. ==y

The faster the clutch
spins the tighter the plates
are pressed together, until
at 8000 rpm slippage dis-
| appears and the clutch locks
lup solid. e

Much has happened since
the Race Car Dynamics |

been discarded for lack of
strength; the dual front
discs were shucked in
favour of a single disc and
caliper; an 18-inch front
wheel gave way to a 19
for a little more weight
transfer; and the two-piece
Kosman rear wheel was re-
placed by a one-piece Ansen
Automotive wheel, which
should be able to accommo-
date an eight inch rear tyre
as soon as Russ can pry
one loose from M&H,

Decent traction remains
the 718-pound triple's big-
gest problem. With the six-

electric starter first twisted Lipcher the bike lays down a

the engines to life. The

a black track extending
from the starting lights to
the finish line, exactly 1,320
feet away. As well as it
handles, the larger tyre
should present no problems.

“0f all the things I'm
proud of with this bike, I
guess the way it handles
pleases me the most,” says
Russ, “ It's steady as a rock
on the top end, and even
when its spinning the tyre
right off the line it swings
back and forth so srnooth%y
and so slowly that it's a
cinch to control”

There's so much more

_about the triple that should

e R A il

TR,

. | Gilmer belts that originally
‘coupled the engines have |

delight Russ Collins. The
way it starts, The way the
clutch works. The power it
makes. Its reliability. Its
uniqueness. Most of all, that
he, and Byron Hines, and
5lim, and the rest of the RC
crew were able to execute
an idea that must have been
at the farthest reaches of
non-factory capability.

The bike is a racer, a
business card, a design and
engineering exercise and a’
monument to perseverance,
ingenuity and imagination.
It's also got a neat name:
The Atchison, Topeka and
Sante Fe! o

It's monster Weslake power
~ for John Hobbs in 1975

'DRAG racer John Hobbs, who is be-
|ing backed by “ Motor Cycle " next
|year, is to get two 850 cc Weslake
| eight-valve motors for his all-new
1975 machine. And he’ll be supported
by the Rye factory’s research and
development team.
John, a special projects engineer from
Luton, Beds, is hoping to gst at least 400

those he met was Harry Weslake himsalf,

“\We all realised that we were on the
vvganlmmhgﬁrhainriqh:ontq:m
drag racing,” said John. ” For too long the
Americans have been just ahead of us.
Weslakes were the obvious step up from
Triumphs, which are getting long in the
tooth now.

“But the twin-engined Harleys need to
be challenged and beaten, and | believe an
all-British team with the knowledge and
enthusiasm | have seen can do just that”

So tely mew will the 1365 bike
be that John cannot bring himself to call

given 'ths chance o offer suggestions.
John will look at them all and choose his
favourite, and there will be prizes for the
top three. Any ideas? Toooo )
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