It's the ‘soft
sell’ time of

year again

“FOR SALE™ notices appear
on many machines at this
time of year, to make way
for new bikes, and among
those with signs up are the
| twin-cylinder  Triomphs of
| Jeff Byne, John Clift, Mick
Warne and Bob Webster and
| John Hobbs's mighty Olympus
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| Both Clift and Webster
thave prospective buyers but
§Byne has sold his bike less
lengme after a spectacular
blow-up at the November
}Sama Pod meeting.

| Mick Warne also suffered a
‘mmumental blow-up at the
last meéting which completely
blew out one half of the
fcrankeases. It's fairly certain
lall four riders will be using
|

'Elvington records

]
! TRIUMPH development engin-
eer Norman Hyde and works
'Norton rider Dave Rawlins
| have had seven records they
§set at the October Elvington
records weekend confirmed by
the ACU.
1 Rawlins rode the works 850
! Norton Commando and Hyde
rode * Slippery Sam.” the 750
| cc Triumph Trident,
J‘ HEW RECORDS
Quarter-mile: 1.0 ec standing
| start. Dave Rawlins, 1285 750 ac
fiying start Norman Hyde
One Kilometre: 1000 cc standing
o] start, Rawlins, 2338158 730 ce fving
| jiart Hyde, 13637 mph 1006 ec
| Aving start, Rawiins. 13857 mph
One Mile: 750 cc flying start
Hyde, 13357 mph. 1.000 ec Oying

"\erl Rawlins, 136.38 HIP

the extra strong Puma crank- Bewly = two-speed
cases on their new bikes to seen at

withstand the stresses im-
posed by the nitro loads — one of the
which have now reached the
80 per cent mark. season and the

A number of riders looked advantage is
at  the reasonably priced

altered

Butler proves he’s ‘The Man

THE END of the 1974 drag racing season
culminated in the first “ Winternationals " organ-
ised by the British Drag Racing and Hot Rod
Association — and what a season it has been!

My prophecy that Mick Butler could be the man to
beat as the season drew to a close proved right with
Mick really turning it on at the Santa Pod Winter-
national, He ran a best ever 9.23 seconds on his way
to victory on a very slick track.

Bob Webster on his
750 Triumph which is now
up for sale.

gearbox
the Winternationals,

Mick Butler will be trying while
boxes before the start ol next
only dis-° be a budget-priced equiva-

that the
lewer has to be shifted before enson two-speed  unit

oIRIP

by KEITH LEE

it is actually needed — a sort
of pre-select — taking a short
for the low gear to
Bewly throw out of engagement.

But at around £85 it could

gear lent to the high-cost Christ-

At the same meeting,
Street Class rider Chnis and the
performance. After selling  pionship.
“"Reflection,” his 750 cc
blown Triumph, he turned
up a little while ago with

Drag Racing Championship
National Drag at

Russell had an encouraging Racing Club points cham

With Rawlins gone it will
be left to Terry Revill and

MOTOR CYCLE, WEEK ENDING 14 DECEMBER 1974—

Dave Rawlins (850 Norton). the
street class king, will be missing
mext year as he intends to do
more road racing.

Chris Russell to fight it out
the head of the street
B next vear, and Russell
is at present building up a
new Honda motor to fir in
his own frame.

by s Sponsors Raden [flOves to exempt nitro from tax

by his
Custom.
Russell scon got into the . A LOT of credit for the o y low 1. Nitro-menthane is not actually a fuel
3 o the 53 volume by weight is

mid-twelves on the road race RO iz e
trimmed machine but at the ;Lfr&us-:d et s e |
Winternationals he rl‘aJlr methane mixture which
boosts the power oulput
(Dresda Honda) by defeating But m:n:? methane - is expensive,
: - : it | this
[1.64s. This was second i’y the Broducers,  Cor
only to Dave Rawlins' best yonie ‘Ag if thar was n
of 11.47s on his works 850  government
Norton. X under the heading *
Sadly, Rawlins will not be  and slapped a 25 per cen
2 Peter Billington, who ru
next season as he intends the sole importers of nitro-m
to expand his road racing Europe, is very concerned at the
and has contacted the Customs and Excise
This ymar was certainly a to try and get nitro-menthane
from the VAT rating.
The grounds for exc

surprised Terry Revi

him with an elapsed time of

seen often on the strips

activities.

good one for Dave, though.
He won both the Castrol

has

s used to burn, in a more

nitro. oxygen which
. the methanot mixed with

tantially efficient mann
the nitromethane.

now 2, It is a bi-product in the manufacture
of nitro-propane  from natural gas and
because of its high cost and heavy con-
sumption, it could never be used in a
private motor car at which the new VAT
rate 15 aimed

3. Drag racing as a spectacle will be
seriously affected if the top bikes and cars
were to stop using the fuel due to the
prohibitive cost

Mr Billington's cum_lu-,lnm witré that the
exempted  only chance of removing the fa¥ ie for as
many people as possible to write .10 their
local MPs. So write to your MP now!

the h
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' The engine is a 454, despite ru-
mours dhat something bigger’s been
fitted, It & an alky-burner, bullt in line
with recent American rule changes
in this class. That means lower juice
bills for Keith—but it's not gonna
stay that way. As [t s, the lump
will stand a 25 per cent mix of nitro-
methane, but on order from Earl
Wade, who built the current engins,
is another 454 that'll stand an 85;’_90
per cent cocktail. Which is just going
to have to mean six second times.
Until that arrives, the car’ll be run
on straight methanol though. The rest
of the engine details you'll find in
the panel opposite—let’s move right
along to the chassis.

Originally, the car was built with a
99in wheelbase, incorporating an en-
gine position 25 per cent of the way
along. That 25 per cent setback
figure, by the way, is taken at the
front plughole, and represents the
position of the engine relative to the
wheel centres. However, the Ameri-
can rules on setback also changed
recently when the new Pro/Comp
class was set up. In this class Funny
Cars and Altereds run together, so
it was decided that the Altereds
should be allowed 30 per cent engine
setback like the Funnies. So 30 per
cent it had to be, and the wheelbase
was lengthened to 116 in at the same
time. That accounts for the gap be-
hind the engine. Funnies and Altereds
will be running together here too in
1975; so better give your earplugs
a8 quick rinse before the season
starts.

Apart from ripping off some of the
previous sponsors’ stickers sn‘d sub-
stituting some pertaining to his own
sponsors and brand lines, Keith
hasn't needed to do too much_ to
the car. He has installed aluminium
sheet on the sides of the car 50 lhz[t
debris from a blown engine wont
try to get under the tyres. For next
season there’ll be canard wings in
front of the rear wheels, too. One
other thing—at a Silverstone meet
in 1974 the RAC Scrute expressed
dissatisfaction at the position of the
big top wing, reasoning that it would
hinder Keith's egress in the event
of some disaster happening down the
strip. So it's been moved back a bit—
the handling doesn‘t seem to have
been affected much. The longer
wheelbase makes it better anyway.

One thing we specially liked on
the car was the three-speed B and
J hydraulic transmission. We know
these are pretty commonplace, but
the idea of just pushing buttons to
shift still appeals. Keith quita likes
it too, but says it takes a bit of
getting used to . .. ‘Most embarrass-
ing when you‘re doing 160 and can't
find the right button for top gear!’

As we write, Keith is in negotiation
with & major sponsor—if the deal
doesn’t come off he’ll run the car
in his own colours through ‘75, so
there's no need to worry that we'll
be missing seeing him. It's a drag
that we can't tall you who the spon-
sor is right now, but it might blow
the whole thing. Readers, you'll be
almost the first to know. Promise.

‘smart

pretty tight little operation run by
Terry Sands, who also does sterling
work rooting out hard-to-find bits for
desperate Yankee riders who turn up
at the Americar shop. In the first
few runs the car put down late in
‘74, the crew was noticeable for its
white  uniforms featuring
myriad stars in red and blue. A pro-
fessional looking bunch.

We’ll tell you that the best Keith |
has run so far is 8.7, but don't get |
the wrong idea. There's been a little
gearbox bother to sort out, and an
Altered is not the kind of car you
let it all hang out in straight away
in any case. There'll be testing done
this winter, and next year we know

somebody who'll be giving Dave

Stona a run for his money at long !
last. . AA |
SPECIFICATION |
ENGINE |

454ci (7.4 litre) Chevrolet, featuring
Howard rods, Forged True pistons,
Sig Erson camshaft, pushrods, rocker
arms, guides and springs. TRW
valves. Stock throw crankshaft by
Delta Machine. Mallory magneto,
Enderle fuel injection, Cragar inlet
manifold, Doug Thorley headers.
Bowers suparcharger.
TRANSMISSION

B and J hydraulic three speed, push
button operation. Crowerglide clutch.
Plymouth rear axle, Henry's Machine ||
driveshafts. |
CHASSIS

116in wheelbase tube chassis by M
and S Race Cars. Torsion bar front
suspension. Solid front and rear axle
mountings.

WHEELS

Halibrand at rear, ARE up front.
TYRES

M and H Racemaster 16.5 x 35 rears,
Pirelli fronts.

So. The Americar pit crew i1s a




| Crager's new

AUSSIES
PRODUCE A
3000 BHP MOTOR!

An all-Australian back-mounted
Top Fueler, packing a radically
new Aussie VE mill developed
to produce a staggering
3000bhp, has entered for the
NHRA Winternationals big one
in the States on 1 and 2 Feb-
ruary. The car itself is said
to be fairly conventional but
the mill is a trick all-alloy unit
designed and produced in
Sydney by engineer Phil McGee.
Weighing in at a giant 511 cubic
inches, the motor is similar in
concept to Offenhauser four-
cylinder engines—it has no
cylinder heads as such.

The McGee mill comes with
four overhead cams, and four
valves per cylinder. McGee com-
pleted three years’ work on the
design and construction in
August, and was scheduled to
debut the total package at the
Australian Nationals in Novem-
ber Mike Lintern

SIRIPSNIPS

Don “The Snake' Prudhomme s
named as odds-on favourite to
take the number one spot in
) 5-second Funny
Far Club—a follow-up to their
club’ for the first eight drivers
to hit the fives in a Fueler.
P_{'udhommu's Army-backed
‘Cuda’ is the winningest fender-
flapper around: right now.
* * *

Ronnie Sox is staying aroun
the Pro-Stock ranks dfspite th?:
ending of the Sox & Martin
partnership. For the rest of this
season Sox is down to wheel
Ronnie Lyle's S&M-prepared
Hemi-Colt in match races, while
he has plans for his own car
in '75.

* * *
Coinciding with the return of
night racing at Santa Pod, the
Drag Racing Club of South
Africa held their first-ever night
meet at Rainbow Dragway on
the very same evening—2
November. The South African
meeting was a grudge-race even-
ing, with the government lifting
their ban on petrol for racing
to enable street machines to
enter.

* * *

Guess you know Big Daddy Don
Garlits took Top Fuel at the
Supernats/World Finals with a
five. Joe Smith went with a
whoopin® 8.2 to score in Motor-
cycle Eliminator.

¥ * * *

Seen the noo Revell Don Garlits
kit? You get a 1/25th replica
of the back-motored rail, plus

a weeny driver figure of the
old man hisself—all for £2.10
including postage from Ameri-
can Automotive, at 77 Manor
Road, Wallington, Surrey. The
‘Miss Revelll Roz Prior kit
should be around in the spring
we're told.

* * *
Latest line for street and strip
racers with appearance in mind
—clear small-block Chevy
rocker covers by Mr Gasket,
Should be available over here
500N,

* * »*
Nearly 50 new NHRA National
Records were set at the Indy
Nationals early in September,
including a new Funny Car low
F-IT mark of 6.19 by Billy Meyer
in the Mustang II machine.
Motor is a 426 hemi, punched
out to 484 cubes. AA/Altered
record now stands at 701/
20044mph and is down to Dale
Armstrong. Ken Veney, who
built Armstrong’s mill, also set
a new BB/Funny Car mark of
6.99/203.61mph.

* *

*
Revell, already the biggest
sponsor in American drag
racing, will be increasing its

involvement this side of the
pond for '75.
* * *

Rules issued by Santa Pod Race-
way for a Budget Class of
racing scheduled to start next
season lay down a maximum
cost outlay of £300 and a re-
quirement for the car to be
V8-powered. While the intention
is to get fresh faces in the
dragster ranks the Budget
machines do not have to feature
tube chassis. 1954 here we come!

SOUTH AFRICAN
FUNNY GETS
WRITTEN OFF

of South Africa's few
Funny Cars, a blown and in-
jected hemi-powered St_ude-
baker, came to its end in a
dramatic way on 29 September

One

at Rainbow Dragway in the
Transvaal, though luckily
owner/driver Per Pedersen-

Hoien was unhurt apart from
a scratched hand.

As Per went through the traps
the throttle jammed and the
machine went out of control,
narrowly missing a gaggle of
cars waiting at the end of the
strip to return to the pits. The
car came to rest entangled in
safety fencing at the end of
the shutdown area.

Mike Lintern

WELSH NOOZ

The South Wales Drag Racing
Association seems to be going
great guns. DLT is now a fully-
unpaid Honorary Life Member
and can be seen giving Vice-
Chairman Tom Clarkson a plug,
together with an almost equally
hairy Chairman, Geoff Lunn.
Membership costs £2 a year
and entitles you to discounts
from traders in the area as
well as participation in coach
trips to meetings and the gay
social whirl. There are fort-

nightly gatherings at the
Elizabethan  Hotel, Penarth
Road, Penarth, and plenty film
shows too., You've just missed
one on 3 December, next is
28 Jan.

Member Ron Hughes is build-
ing a drag bike at present, and
the hope is that Wales will have
a quarter-mile World Speed
Record to boast of before too
long. With all that enthusiasm
bubbling around him it's quite
possible too.

More info from Geoff Lunn
at 38 Minffrwd Road, Pencoed,
Bridgend, CF35 65D. GH

EAR EAR

While mingling with the crowd
at the Pod the other week, head
vibrating merrily, I took to
pondering how quite so many
people could stand so close to
those open exhausts without
either ear defenders or other
apparent means of protection
from the roar. Perhaps some
think that's what they paid
their money for, but I expect
quite a few were wearing Sonic
Ear Valvs. (sic)

These are inconspicuous little

P
L

MOOEL 10 TS

gadgets worn like ear plugs,
and contain a sensitive dia-
phragm valve which blocks ex-
cessive pressure waves, which
might otherwise cause pain or
injury to the eardrum. The good
thing is that you can still hear
normal  conversation, unlike
when wearing earmufT type pro-
tectors. Pixman Phillips bought
a pair when he was across the
pond last year and says they
really work.

You can buy them here from
E G PBroadbent, 13 Woodroyd
Avenue, Honley, Huddersfield,
at £2.50 a set. GH

FAREWELL
FROM
ED SHAVER

Thanks very much for making
it possible for me to use some
space in your fine magazine to
bid farewell to my friends.

I have decided to return to
America this winter to live. I
shall miss the English people
terribly; the people who have
made it possible for me to race
these past four years and all the
wonderful people I've had the
opportunity to meet.

There are far too many to
name but special thanks to Mick
Webb, Mark Strs and the
gang at Hustlers Racing, Clive
Skilton, Alan Wigmore, Frank
Johns of Castrol publicity, Mike
Key, my favourite racer Dennis
Priddle, the almost unbeatable
Stones, and all the cruisers.

Last, but by no means least,
you crazy lot at Custom Car;
Andy, Mike Hill, Roger ‘Groucho
you all' Fennings, and Roger
Phillips. Many thanks to you
for allowing my various cars to
appear on your pages so often.

The people that most any
racer misses greatest in depart-
ing are the guys who pay the
bills—you who have paid your
money to see drag racing. I
thank you for your kind and
undying support. Without you
there would be no drag racing
and I would have been just an-
other ‘Bloody Yank GI' these
past four years.

Thank you all from the bottom
of my heart.

Ed ‘The Layer Cake’ Shaver

CUSTOM CAR




g He revs the little twin up to ID*%OS E
. using up to :

e e ;T::‘n“l.c(i'faﬁ:a‘;:\ ‘Fu:lgan'.):l it just

keeps on poing-

Before taking the trusty old twin E
to the Elvington World Records ; !
meeting. Tony had a look over the
engine’ and found that the crank

JUST A BRIEF wond for the good

.‘fslr only beaten by
t0n  once pach So

Crane and Hy cher
d T

and

- - Fuel as well—a) °n in Top
g i donc on a 1958 Tiger  had been flexing so much 81 peak 2 b - 15 unlikely the
I o e A CoGitaD iovs kI had oo the s of - o POt cars will appear together excepe for phe

i mm,.p.m'amk_n. s thecrank the crankeases. The fad was a bit & T W0 major maets '

l tkat some know-alls say isno good  put out that he had o fit & new set B Recent rumours about Priga
and should pever be wsed in & of main bearings, but a new world ar

| tweaked motor, Fortunately, Tony  record was some consolation, |
doesr’t lisien to that kind of talk SuUppose.

Multi-engined stroker?

baild some | quick K is and their invalvement
‘with Baris could be one of the most significant developments in America
since they staried putting two engines In one frame over there, E L
I Will it mean the end of the mitro-gulping big Harleys and double Nor. | - >
lomudTrihMpluH’ﬂuMmp’Dmmﬁe-upwoﬂu?ldwhi:vm.
much, for there is @ lot of ground to make op on the four-stroke brigade.
Mdlhprdrl;mingltmnuhmuv:rbynhordeorurmhg'
on pollution pumps — [ like the bikes we have now.

r stands by the Fast Lady {dragster}, confirming that once again Revell
sponsor théir Fast Lady for next year's drag season.

 Hall goes Pro Comp
| With Priddle chassjs

One entramt in the
#lmost certainly be M
second year in the sp
ex-Freddie W o down

His blown 352 powaned Banp 'n.
not been the best handling ca
:P_|e end of the year jt Bot back
erghj:.t. and was invariably over

Pro o ip class wi
fike Ha vho

ike has Dennis Priddle’s sTP Fu
€ar chassis lined Up, a far more mode
design more sujted to current demands ¢

perhaps the pig design was, As the chasg

has bee_n down to 7.1 s at 198 mph in Funny
Car guise, it should be jdes for the reliable
!392 funning on Mechangl, Mike will probably
|keep the unigue Bantam be which was
|hand-formed by Whittle
| drawin,
|cars.

r in aluminium from
&% and pictures of the original pre-war
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The Jaguar-engined Minivan, known as the Stripteaser,

P S e s ——

Stripteaser undressed

One of the most consistently popular cars in
British drag racing for the past few seasons
has been the Jaguar powered Minivan, " Strip-
teaser.” First appearing some five years ago
with a conventional ladder construction tube
frame and 'van shell, the car raced until the
end of 1972 in much the same form, the main
changes being to the engine, which steadily
grew more powerful as time went by.

At that time it was one of the fastest in
its class in the Competition Altered field, but
the team, consisting of Roger Bishop and Bob
Messent with Jim Brett as assistant, felt that
they knew where the weaknesses were in the
design, and set about constructing a new car
for '73. This was narrower and lighter than
the previous design, and enabled them to get
the big slicks they wanted to use under the
bedy, instead of sticking out each side ag the
racing tyres had. The main rails are 1{in
165wg T45 supplied by Accles and Pollock,
with a wheelbase of 85in and the maximum
allowed 25 per cent set back for the engine.
The straight tube front axle is suspended by
motorcycle coil shocks with radius arms.

The Jaguar gearbox had been a reliable unit,
but like so many others, they had found it
slow to use, and in the instant world of drag
racing, there is little time to make up for lost
moments in shifting, so they decided to switch
to a Muncie four speed from a Corvette. This
had an aluminium casing and thus saved some
useful weight, but as luck would have it, the
second-hand box had already seen too many
power shifts in previous drag cars, and was
not as successful as had been hoped. A nar-
rowed Jaguar back axle had Wolfrace wheels
fitted with 8} x 15 Kelly Springfield slicks,
not one of the more up-to-date tyres, but
cheaper than the better-known makes and a
vast improvement over racing tyres with the
longer ° footprint,' essential to dragging. The
body was further lightened by removing as
much of the inner metal work as possible, and
retained the glass fromt that had been grafted
on when the car was first conceived, In this
form the car gathered its reputation for
wheelies, and won nearly every time out,
losing only when the gearbox let them down,
with a best of 11.4 s reaching 119 mph.

For the past season the first priority was
the gearbox, and they finally came to the
conclusion that in an altered type car with a
central driving position, there was no way that
a four speed manual transmission can be
shifted as fast as is either possible (in a con-
ventional car) or necessary to win, Either the
abbreviated lever is biased the wrong way, or
it sticks up between the knees, whereas for
power shifting, a conventional driving position
is needed.

So, impressed by the Clutchflite trans-
mission used by one or two other teams in
1973, they decided on that. But whereas other
users of the transmission were running ex-
pensive VBs of one type or another, no one
else in the lower classes had ever considered

24

spending as much or more money on the gear-
box as they had on the entire car, but such
wias their determination to win that they
thought it worthwhile.

Made by B&M in America, it consists of one
of the big three automatics, in this case the
Chrysler Torqueflite, with the bellhousing
machined off and replaced with an alloy plate,
the input shaft projecting with a splined drive
for the clutch to fit in place of the torque
converter. The transmission is bolted to a
regular hydro-formed safety bellhousing and
bolted to an adaptor plate on the Jag engine,
which is beyond the usual range of engines
for this type of transmission. The gearbox it-
self has over a hundred detail improvements
including full manual contral, so that once off
the line, which can be accomplished with as
many revs as needed as with a conventional
transmission, changing is achieved instant-
aneously with no effort apart from flicking
the shift lever with one finger. The clutch
used in this case is a Borg and Beck unit
that the team helped to develop, with a
Chrysler spline centre riveted in place of the
Jag one—the rivets of the two units lining
up exactly as it happened !

With the unit's reputation for hard shifts,
they also elected to instal an American back
axle, choosing an Oldsmobile of late Fifties
vintage, renowned for its strength and
de rigeur in all drag racing vehicles until the
past few years in America when power out-
puts have got so high that the later Dana and
Ford units have come into use, A wide range
of ratios is also available for the unit, and

has achieved an l1.1 s at 122 mph this year.

they chose 4.56:1,

€ whils .
confined dimensions of m.gL c:-{]’_ Bet it in the

Alan Herridge

narrowed the case ang half-shafig and fitted

Ja%ar disc brakes.
€ engine remaj
year, and consists n;fm:cl;.ghﬁnsramglas .
unknown vintage from a breaier oo
zlrllpped and  carefully renssemblzd it
alanced, The head is g Straight i
some rlean_mg—up done, and D Iwepon o
used, The ignition is stock, whilst m:ms o
is handled by three 2 inch SUs modmmurauon
2:Df:;at|ghl metl?anoi, though nitrg hasmb:;rri
0 pass through i
In this form the Ear‘:?: lg':)rf:“gt!r\:muums-
11.1s at 122 mph thig oSt o

Year, not a vast im-
provement you might think, but in drag

racing, as in other forms of i

‘additional tenth of a setonfi ge-tsrah?nnéér e::&;
their win/loss ratio speaks well of the car, It
still pulls the front wheels way off the ground
Oa every run, but has achieved remarkable
consistency nontheless, and on one run when
they took the body off to see how it would
perform with less weight, it clocked an impres-
sive 10.7s at 124 mph. With an all-up weight
of 1560 lbs at present, it is not as light as
many would believe, and one of the team's
aims over the winter is to get another 100

Ibs off the car to get down to the minimum

allowed in the class. Another is to look into
fuel injection as a means of tapping some
more power from the engine which has so far
remained remarkably stock, whilst longer-
term plans could include a small block Chevy
if the Jag finally runs out of power, bug for
the meantime they plan to stick with it,
showing just what can be done by mixing
traditional British equipment with specialised
American Drag racing hardware.

Stripteaser still pulls the front wheels off the ground on every run.
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The American Grand Nationals

The drag racing feast photographed by LAURIE GATEHOUSE

{Above, 1S-vear-old Billy Meyer
Below, Double Chevralet power f

% to qualify.

in a '74 Mustang goes night rocing.
or Joe Ortega's AA/D didn't help him

Hurry Bondakion drives his A/A ‘23T, liftin /|
L /A . g the wheels to 7.3s/
188.67 mph. Below, the end of Shirl Greer's junny car.
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Last vear's winning funny car, Jim Green® Teph driv i : . 7 . : d :
Ed * the Ace " McCullough. = n's Green Elephant driven by Mike Miller, qualified first with a 6.23 5/222.22 mph, but was defeated by
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i n enough at Top Fuel and Furmy Car level, for
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double-engine Triumph dragster,” said John
Hobbs. * So | intend to rely as much as pos-

gible on my past experience — md_ \_Nullﬂm'i
—to bust the 95 bawier for the British stand- ™ 1 [
Ing-quartes on my MW 1,700 cc machine.

“ i | succeed in shaving that crucial fifth of

a second off my tima, to get into the nghhl; |
then I'll be happy to sxperiment more widely. .
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sraesrmrntl® John Hobbs 'Ieﬁ?vlc WIL

“ Mglor Cycle,” Wes-
lake and Dimension

Four (the go-ahead new
research and  develop-
ment company in Nor- r 4
thampton)  His down-
i 10 - #arth appraach,
| .
2

avoiding  untried :d'l‘n

as much as possible, Is T k w 1 k G

i uce s 1AKE Weslake's wealth

et o of know ledge on

rares, s i e gas flow, and blend it with John Hobbs'

only  British  sprintor

Shormck

unrivalisg

wme o " vast experience of supercharging with
nitro. That could be the recipe for the
wor s o 1 nagTirst British eight-second standing-quarter.

weather at! Elvinglon But the soundness of his 1o

continue with 1 i

on his fast two record  approsch, including his In-  Trigmph pm.ml 4 d[lj:r,‘\': :;",f,',pn‘l';:'{v“rf""d“" by the

biday Hobbs might have  sisience on blowing exch bul 1 " longer - froke et vaper CME 08

already beaten 95, He fMEine  scparately, s k- head  conversion.  So e
(hat was 0 ren.  PDVIOUS from the fAt that toial vight years Triumen oo

rechons his world 500 cc sianding. capaciy wp to 1060.16H0 porience should be arel

liatic Rargel for his  gilometre record has stood  ec N Wnuxru'pl;m'-

1,500 cc power plant —  for more than three years, “But, the engines are  Kindly agreed lo provide

Realistic

Abowe: John Hobbs i sction ot Sants Pod on * Olympus 1L hee
secands up the qusrter m

:.hm.pr- mgined drag biue which haa done @ best of 516

especially had it had 130 that his 18225 for the  gyerstressed already and | two  BS0° cc
more sophisticated SAPdiAR il and 36355 dould have had to Nt engines and are kewn | | before. when each blower is sere:  “The intense com AR
railaiuston He or the standing mile, o0  Weslake of American con-  co-operate In any i AS on the 1500 cc  ing to cylinders heat will neceasitate 1 sy Tome-  the rings and. one at| the
the original version of necting rods. Then | read sary development” for i R aiso  Olympus 11, ench’ blower The  univen ol thicker piston crowns. And  lsase. and *  the bottem.
finished up with & Nor- Olympus 1. are ahsolute your = analysis  of DO mwch o eement for the | iereded i Wil Breathe through & 2in  with 180-degree the compression ratis will  whether s by 0nders By holding, the skirts
ton box eontaining only World records, though the urrie's  oght-valve Wes-  ments of sprinting \Fequine e for gt SU carburettor. A longer  spacing w eall opped from R I_-P“_“':I- o] Tractionaliy clear of the
third and top gears, (RS MO WS then only  lake twin (Motor Cycle, 18 What speeific nitvantages “hole, They need e o ey = :""“': separate blower fo e 1t s In seating the charge
g ! h May  1674) and decided  does John : n faster {han in0® effects and met  cylinder {a_hapel " I; atherwise bt T
4Ir|u & sintered-iron “Coasidering - it was DAL Was & much better Weslds 'IT:I?&;! f::im the mare Juixture con.  siallation prospect) — or he Mot robust of RIFA will b Eiven " he
slipper clatch that 100k oo dusigned for such Dot pared with the T o erution, e eelinder selerpaty.  bolh . blowars . feeding could | disintogralt  chance. But if her perform.
X b, ch cyclinder separa .. ehi il if e ot
12 months  to get  brutal use” mys Hobbs,  “Anyway, the fint Wes- ““Greater mechank Whereas S Natwihitendiog. | Rl pooon flesum chamber, o8 Wl peier, ance doesn't come 10
e o B gy e gl SR g Uiy ey T wiaing o it (v S e Ntk _crouns s Son T pregats
most fantastic  production  beeledup Triumph Bonne- be  said.  “The by weight, mitra the Motor Cycls wide Tt that brings us back ta lower, (he  compression  bacien o ibelac S
v

@n  easly be

ahi
Once the hike: rock champanitiip, Jokn

nes  will | be

the problem  of unequal fatio, tallee cylinder blocks oCing MeEr o
mixture strength frant and  Will bo fitted e
mixi Olumpus 1. Mounied o  engines

enging ever. Indeed, my ville crankcase assembly (o  engine ix

original plan for 1975 was sult the mach higher revs robust, The crankcase Clympin 11, the 1|

Il be coupled by

thicker in the mark, the fuel dn different specification John - recognises  that
surrounded by deep stil- o SR Instead of the 180-degree "1 want iron. cylinder loweting an engine's com. oo N8 cases, they hree spur gean from an
fening webs “right up to Srerrich, ng crankshaft that Currie uses  Dlocks, 100 %ays Hobbs, Pression reduces is ther.  ooose on iubserabls and Ariel Squees F
the Another chyious Fiebeopl o i for its smoather running  “for thelr extrs strength  Todynamical WY, maerann . Eoe wid(h con- I8 % - SR
sdvanitage is the one-piece | the phiang o= Tk that fand lower pumping lo and resistance to distortion DUt insists that a0y uch lm-umm;‘g e A o S,
construction of the crank- | § Bostts | bt o in the crankeas), Mobbe under the extreme stresses J0ss i far outweighed sl m et S M
r shaft, in which the main- g =i barrifi . plumb meeds the Fed-degree sha generated by the com. the EAIn from being able ryrdy he  der emsures that (contrary
shatts are larger in diame- o ';‘“,b;‘l‘l'_":,‘*’l‘u, This gives the cven breuth bination of “wipercharging 10 use higher ‘doses of L. L LSS Four practice)
- . i mEtro in the =
By Were a4 weak = ing intervals  necessary and nitromethane Sy '}J;r reliabiliiy The standard [0me = size same direction

has sometimes been found How much power oan

paint in the Triw
“Then, the T = he plans to use & il
cHOIcE ruﬁmnl af ajum‘ :,:, 1 nnmjr':inn s mgg:.,:ﬂr:. & frond L‘:ur":‘\i.) _Iiinthnl: :k-hm Sect - Does this
cylinder  block rea is targes — star iy} reri e e S T
erm b e at sbout 25 per cent and =" This is one of the

reasons he plans 10 build
an overtding manual con-
ol inio the Crowerglide charged engine running
f:nklnruu]al ‘alhpprr d;)l:h petrol. S0 300  bhp/)
ments  fon at is on the way from  seemns quie  reafisti
e st vananoURerCIATi0 (e Siates. Withous manual John's set-up, even on &
for ntmaspherlc —Induetion COMfolL be would be  moderate mitro joad
{lor the same foel) — aoq nable ‘to biip the throttle That translates mto 330
thase for mitre are differ. 0 the start fine, to clear 8 bhp as a base from which
ank agsin sulky plug, wit engag. art developing Malking

When methanal was just 0% the clutch and taking of that sort aof
abicut the only alternative 11
to petrol, it was common Bt trahfimassson i
cxperionce, Weslake's in. Anather story, and no less
cluded, that blown engines  nirguing. I discuss it in
required Jess valve overap 8 further ariiel
than unblown ones That
pressure
was highest and the loss
of [resh charge 1o the
exhaust was least

But  with mitro  Hobbs
wamts more overlap, nel
boss, from the sheer neces-
sy of cooling the exhaust

v with neat fuel —
though double valves
run  cooler  than  single
e

“l propose  to  grind
Weslake cam bl
extend  the inb perio
from 320 to 350 degrees
and to sdvance the ex-
Faust timing by 10 o 16
degrees As  with  the
Triumph engines, the use
ol separate inlel apd ox
haust camshafts — will
crable me 1o alter the
thmings individuaily.”

Hobbs I8 keeping  hin
mind open about  Ignit
51

mavbe going up to 50
Ancther departure from

standard  will be  walve

timitig, where the require.

Stay with T
technical editor [EEEw S M
Vic Willoughby
for further
reports on this
‘Motor Cycle’
sponsored

i
8in of very specia
on  the ground, »
wheelbase Dime

bid for a
British eight-
second stand-
Ing quarter-
mile.

the rear — twn just below Al of which, m

mean more potentinl power
without overstressing the

” ok T ~
O fhe test-bed the B50 cc road-rating GE Ghees '_'_N: HWH_ _ anginns should double that output.

Cylndar haad of the Hsa doadsle

tranglstorised Waslako orme Mot
walves, central plugs and 10 bokt holes

unit, powered by o 1Zvolt
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1974 season off track revije

DRAG

Afer the gloomy predictions at the beginning
of 1974, most motor sports enjoyed a good
wear, and generally speaking Drag Racing
could be included in this category, but
whereas economic factors did li‘tle real harm,
the weather stepped In to take its place with
a higher proportion of rained-out or spoiled
events than ever before—of the eight NDRC
even's only three had weather that could
be described as reasonable throughout the
duration of the meeting, so that from the
promoters point of view it was not a good
year.

Santa Pod was also hi* by bad weather on
many occasions, but with more meetings
overall, they presumably fared better.

But to the racing, and without doubt 1974
was the year of the funny cars. 1973 saw
a new dimension to the sport in the UK
with the arrival of the two American cars,
but with the addition of Dennis Priddle's STP
Avenger and Ed Shaver's Vauxhall, and later
*he Scimitar of Roland Pratt, the crowds got
some really first class action. Only Priddle's
car was capable of providing a serious chal-
lenge to the two bigger American cars, which
both had giant 480 cubic inch plus, late model
hemis, the one in the Allan Herridge driven
“ Stardust " propelling the car to a 68 s
run and 210 mph *erminal speed. Owen
Hayward improved steadily throughout the
year to get his Houndog 7 down to seven
flat at 202 mph, and if he never sits in the
car again, he will always be remembered for
surviving the biggest wheelstand of all “ime
at Santa Pod when he stood the car om its
rear when racing Dennis Priddle. The clutch
had given out on the run before and the team

Dave Stone's Tee Rat gets a little out of line

had replaced it hurridly wi'h one from their
dragster, and being set up for the longer
wheelbase car, the excessive low-end bite
just lifted the car up and up,

Priddle’s smaller car, though somewhat
lighter, had an lron 392 fitted, bu* even so
he got down to 7.11 s at 198 mph and could
certainly have dipped into the sixes with
more finance,

At the last meeting he had “he lighter and
stronger Donovan fitted, which may be a
pointer to this year and an all-out attempt
‘o win on horsepower and not reaction time,
Ed Shaver's performance in the Castrol backed
Vauxhall suffered all year from erratic hand-
ling, and even a new chassis for the rear
engined device did little to improve the
situation after Clive Skilton had rolled the
first car while testing it. But it did eventually
get down to low 8 s, beating Dave Stone's
altered at Snetterton when he was hampered
by the dip in the track. Roland Prat* in the
Revel Scimitar made only a couple of appear-
ances, but the nicely turned out car looked
very good, and should turmn in some good
times fin the new Pro Comp class if the “eam
elect to run in it. The Swedish visitors to
Silverstone also included two funny cars, with
Leif Dabach's Volvo Chev again proving the
best with a 7.9 s 189 mph run.

Of the big altereds, it was again Dave
Stone's year, the 427 Chev powered “T" hit-
ting some incredible speeds at Silverstone,
ending up with a beat of 198 mph in 7.7 =
Phil Elson and Mike Hall took some ‘ime get-
ting into the eights with their hemi powered
cars, but both eventually made it, although
nei‘her could really get to grips with Stone's
Chevrolet.

This was joined at the end of the season
bv Keith Harvie's imported methanol burning
Chev altered, capable of running 7.0 s in

exiting the bleach box at Snetterton.

America, big g'g‘drbl& i
from nerh.rmmg a!'éx 3
the best so fgr P

In Top Fuel, 1h

3 « the fir 1
bnchocats 1, 2 g
nchalienged at the tppeg eing
expensive machines lg;,?;‘;f?;—-g“%f’iu *heir
::?‘sn_n things had hoyeq up, vﬁb‘b"’ mid-

Mg 2 6.50 s at Santa Pod Befow Skilton
and Priddle replying 4 couple ﬁh"ror:rashlng,
later with a string of miq sixie mee ings

s

in a 6.49 s, also at the 'p, terminating

. '. od, :
S Bt B e s B e
ushe

and was grateful to hi

up with the finance flrff?)ﬁ:‘:’:s for coming
as 500n as one could be flown inon;' shings:
moved t0 Top Fuel at mid season n. % 1OT
the old " Mister Six" LY. buying

F SIX" from Pridd
down to some va ¢ and got
4 TY respectable low gey

season’s end, managing a run of 2 s
Snetterton. 08 mph at

Bu* the bi

of two new l‘gea:lews' R wlth the artival

engined machines, one built
he_rr.- by Mobby Hills for Mike Hutcherson ¢
drive, the other imported by Pee Crane ;
Ray Edmundson, and both powered b agd
?Ink motors. Both were in the sixes a.llrmljs‘l'_
{mmedjﬂtely. but the terrible weather over
“he !a;t few meetings stopped either from
improving subs‘antially, but they had got
better at every event, with Crane's lighter
car certain to get right down with the front
runners ‘his season, and Hutcherson's per-
haps a tenth slower.

In Top Dragster it was Gerry Andrews,
also of the Stone's team who had it all his
own way after Roz Prior moved up to Top
Fuel. Before this she had run many races
with him with her 454 Chev drags‘er, hitting
an 8.3 s to his 8.1 s best, but winning several
with some pretty sensational starts. Through
the mid season, Andrews was virtually unchal-

3 kept the ey
®an 8.7 s Iaein.gr




