lenged, only Ray Hoare's fas® but smaller
S-litre car getting close Then the D. B. Motors
reasemgined 427 rail showed up and ran some
very, sirong 170 mph runs before the motor
came gpart at the penuitimate mee ing. D
Kevin ‘Burrows should be another to watch
in Pro Comp this year with the rebuilt car.
“Quts'anding in Senior pe again
were the Page brothers w their " Panic
Fiat Chev. This was soon the car to beat after
some early traction problems, but jus® when
it looked as if they were back on form
! car was written off when Dave Page rolled
It after crossing a damp patch at Santa Pod.
They s&* 1o work feverishly to build a new
= | car, and within a few weeks unveiled a longer
| and lower car with a “T" body which ended
| up by recording a sensational 9.4's at 154
i mph. In their absence, Dick Sharpe had
{ stepped into the number cone spot with the
| Dorsst Hom A35 Pontiac, but his 106 s
times could not cope with the Chevy when
it returmed to the strips.

| The street cdlasses, al'er their excellent
ishmnng in 1873, were a disappointment, with
jonlg a handful of entries in the Super Street
and Top Street classes. Pro Stock was
4 dominated by the two Heavy Mopars of Yorke
‘and Mullen. Both showed how far the class
had developed in the US by rumning clock-
1 3 f but after an sarly show-

+ sl

in ling which ended when his
= motor blew, only Gary Goggin staved to try
§ and beat them with his Camaro. This he did
S once or twice through sheer driving abil
but the writing was on the wall, and
.| season ended as Pilling's had begun w
" blown engine.
{| The regular appearance of one or two of
the Heavies soon showed that however fast
a car may be, it needs of e opp
to meke it interesting, and so0 Pro Stock
was & shadow of Pro Stock '73
In Super Street Dave Rose st
with ‘several wins with his 440 'Cuda

rertook
spectively, Erol getting down to 10.6 s w

the ex-Crane car. Dave Lee Travis also drove
Y the Precision Tapes Escort when he could,
! winning at Silverstone. Top Street was largely

fought out between the Mustangs of Ledster
N and Fryer, whose street driven car continued
" to perform well in the mid 13 second range.

S Of more than passing intersst to the fol-

| lowers of the sport was the v by T. C
" Christensen, who brought over his twin
| engined Norton and ran regular 8.9 s runs
! on what were to him, rather indifferent tracks,
| showing that drag racing is not limited to cars
" when it comes to low ets.
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R neat MGB

rubber scorcher

ONE MAN who'll be burning a lot of rubber
in 1975 is Oxfordshire telephone engineer
Dave Branch. Many people will remember
Dave's neat 1000cc Morris-engined
“Minotaur” that used to smoke the rear slick
for a hundred yards or more, now he’s gone
the whole hog and built an 1800cc MGB-
engined plot that’s intended to do only one
thing — winl!

The big MG engine is fed by a 2-litre Wade
supercharger breathing straight methanol through
twin 13in SU carbs. A Laycock overdrive unit has
been used to build a two-speed transmission and a
home-made slider clutch using Norton Commando
plates will help to get off the line.

Frame is to Dave’s own design and was built in
the workshops of his sponsors, Clarkman

3 T -
iy kg 3

EEeon S e SN

Dave March’s new MGB engined tarma

ol K
c-scorche

Engineering. Also backing this exciting new
quarter-miler are Industrial Trucking Services.

The engine will run without any sort of coolant
in the cylinder block, just twin air scoops to get a
blast of air around the hard-working cylinders.
This system was used with the smaller bike and
was completely reliable with the blower pushing
fuel loads up to 50 percent nitro-methane into the
heart of the matter.

It's a big cycle and Dave admits it. “We don’t
know how much it weighs,” he says, “but there's a
lot of pounds to come off it yet.”

It handles well, however, as private tests have
shown. At speeds up to 120 mph, there was no
trouble at all — “It handled perfectly — I was
very pleased”, said Mr Branch, 2 man looking for a
c};z;r;ce to show the big names the way home in
1 i

At i

r will cer\?inlv be a top runner this

S - -2
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A sponsor or

it’s for sale

BRIAN SMITH, who has built, tuned and ridden his 750 Morgo-
Triumph “The Cheltenham Flyer” to a best time of 9.70 seconds in
the 1974 season, is looking for some sponsorship for the coming

Biking builder

sponsors Mick

MOST UNUSUAL sponsor of
the year? So far, it must be
Mick Butler's new helper, Bed-
ford builder Chris Thorman.

Chris was. doing some
alterations to the Butler habita-
tion and got talking to Britian’s
answer to TC. It didn’t take the
go-ahead Chris long to realise
that a lot of Bedfordshire drag
fans are potential customers
and he quickly signed up to
give cash backing to Mick this
year.

If he can build houses as well
as Mick Butler can build bikes,
he should do well. Rumours of
Mick using a blown concrete-
mixer in his efforts to be the
first Englishman into the
‘eights” are absolutely untrue,
however!

“It’s a case of a sponsor for
1975, or a bike for sale for
1976, said Brian ruefully,
when I spoke to him at the re-
cent Midland Motor Cycle
Show. Brian's immaculate
dragster was on the NSA stand.
" The original Hagon frame
has been modified and now
sports a much longer wheelbase
and a revised top-tube layout.
The engine remains a 750 and
is as ready to go as any fast
bike is going to be at the
season’s opening meetings.

Watch out for his name in

: the results while the new

machinery is still being sorted
oul.

Duckhams provide Brian
with oil and at the moment they
are his only backers. He'd be
glad to hear from anyone in-
terested in backing a neat rider
on a reliable and attractively
turned out bike. Drop him a
line at 16 Short Street,
C heltenhamGloucestershire

NEWS, March 5, 19

\ Government aid

75

|

WHEN Norman Hyde heard
that governmentiganspectors
were.to visit Burmah House, in
Swnqdon. home of the Castrol
empire, to discuss aid for the
company, his comment was a
classic of his droll wit.

“It’s a bit early to say what's
£0ing to happen next season,”
siad Norman. “They're talking
to the government today to see
if there’s enough money to keep
my sponsorship going!”

_In fact, Castrol are to con-
tinue their backing for Norman
during 1975, along with the of-
ficial factory contribution and
nelp from Elite Motors.

Red faced
Mick has

top award

MICK HAND had the reddest
face at the recent NSA dinner
and dance, where the 1974
prizes were distributed.

Mick is established top man
in the 250 class with his sweet-
sounding Honda ‘‘Little
David”. But when he tried his
luck on Keith Parnell’s 750
Triumph at a Wroughton sprint
and clocked a superb run in
9.24 seconds he didn't realise
that it would result in him being
given the NSA trophy for the
best non-expert of the year.

Mick wasn’t qualified as an
expert in the 750 class, but after
that effort the records will have
to be re-written.

Joining Gus
JOINING Gus Kuhn and Elite
Motors in sponsoring drag
bikes for the 1975 season will
be Sid Moram, of Slough,
Bucks.

Director Colin Moram
regards the quarter-mile scene
as a good place to get publicity,
so will be backing local man
Roger Williamson. Roger cam-
paigns the 1300cc double-
Triumph that he bought from
Dave Clee a year ago.
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It pushes out a massive 1,800bhp
o 10,000rpm | Every moving part
inside the engine has 1o be es
pecially tough, paricularly the
crankshaft  which could  sasily
break up at poak revs snd fiail
aboul, causing a lot of damage
All pars ae balanced 1o prevent
vibration and unoven stresses

As the dingster’s run is so short,
engina cooling s not a great
prablam, Belore o run sach of the
twa cylinder hoads is filled with
anlian of water which blows off in
the form of steam once pressumn
has risen above Gt sg in

ANTI-SPARK BLOWER

Abave the cylinder block is the
inlet manitold and superchanger
About 50 per cont of the fusl
Mixture gows stEight into the
blower and the ather 50 por cent
15 el under prassure 1o the engine
funl injectors. Teflon coatings on
tha supercharger wvanes are de.
signed 1o provent a chance spark
igriting the mixtume and blowing
the “bBlower” to smithersans |

Tha fuel tank, postioned be
tween the engine and driver, halds
fve pollons. The engine s &
thirsty beast, guiping up 4§ gallons
n two short “burn-owts™ and one
7 sacond run down the sirip

Drwve from the engine is takon
i o spocial mult-piste eluteh
svhich uses iron and brass Ninings
instoad of the more usual fitire
composition whach would quickly
butn-out under the tremendous
powid i1 has to transmit. Juse in
case contrifupal forca causes 1he
clatch assembly 1o sxplode and

sion.

disintegrate ke & bomb, 2 3/16ths
of an inch thick stesl shoet casing,
called the “clutch can” is used 1o
ahiabd it

From the eluteh, ths pawer goes
ihrough o guick-shilt two-spesd
frearbox. On a run a changs from
low to hegh goar 18 made about o
third ol tha way down the strip

The ditvar's controls s some
what differont from an ordinary
car, To bogin with. the 11in. dia
réar disc brakes orn operated by
a hand lever on the driver's nght
Ahead of him are two pedals, the
cluteh and accelerator. On the lefht
15 @ bevor thiat works the two-spesd
shift and by his night shoulder is
the roloase pull for the 11-foor
“eross-form’ parachute.

STARTING AND
STOPPING

Thore are four operations
starting 8 dragster's engine: (1)
Push start ot 45mph i high goar
with clutch engoged 10 bring up
engne ol pressure, (2) Prima fusl
wymtem by flaanng throttle Wi
undil Tuel trickios out of exhaust
mpes (3) Switch on ignition and
“five” engine. (4) Remove push
bar from chassia

In the “stage area” by the
starting lins thavs e two “staging

KEY: 1. Solid dise wheals. 2. Armoure.
starter mounting. 4. Fuel contral valve
"bug-catchar”. 6. Supercharger. 7. Fugl
distribution of fusl, 8, Asrofoil. 9. Gear 5
Streak Dragway slicks. 11,
13. 1%in. dia. disc brakes. 14. Removabily *
mochanism. 16. Armoured boll housing
ignition. 18. Fillers for cooling water for ¢
Stubs. 20. Twin oil filters. 21. Fuel tank, 22

Ight beams din. apart with a “faul”
o falso start light beam Bin. ahoad
of these. The idea is 10 bring the
dragster's frent whool just past the
second staging beam into the
"Bin. space”, Whaen both dragstens
are “staged” there m s short
pause bafore  an  ambar  light
liashis and }-second later the
green blinks for "GO

To stop at the and of the run the
chute is reloased. This takes over
a second 1o deploy. Then the
accobmalor |4 roloasod and ihe
enging decluiched after passing
the end of the §-mile sirip. Finally,
the fusl is shut off, the driver
counts 1o live snd switches eff the
gniton.

Ol onging.
BiF Intake
5 for the

T i
-
Balawe: Tha narrow r ‘
Elaven - inch dia. disc bral
- - dragetar 1o s hait anes the rolasss cabie sid
in an the parachute pack hiave besnpulled
A wmall 1 2in. drogus 'chuta than puils it the
" g i main 1171 cross-shapod hraking parschuts
Broke hes . ;
% Clutoh fors e : : . _
17. Magnerg 4 s —
18 Exhaugg o o s - . .
ant SuUNpen. ; . \
v ) ! = :

Parachute pack

ramaved to axpe

mechaniam A mecho

tha suparchargers wh

v fusl mix

Right | Tha “hlowsr

crmrk bt by s tos

type ntnintess
wnnad for the fusl linss. Pasio’ ih

mrmoured shiokd that pratacts the e iver
can b saan on the axtrans ! B

wl turs

Lot aowey onming cowrtamy L




o

'




by CHARLES DEANE

The return of
McKiernan —

he’s out to

WITH the drag racing season
‘a few weeks away, things are
really warming up in the work-
shops. Triple-engined twins,
Twin-engined triples and super-
charged, twin-engined twins . . .
every possible permutation.

peting on twe wheels?
Six  OF seven years
sprinting  with a

to do to win that?

also got four world reco

old bike was bought
Hocking when 1 went
racing. He put the motor jn a H

750 solo world record.
n did you go into road racin,
e Year.

down to
had the opportunity of takim,
somebody’s ride in & race at Lydden
and I came fifth.

“Next werkend at Brands it just
happened thar there was the ‘Stars
ef Tomorrow® mu:inﬁ and 1 en‘rum{

nael_race rea

that was
sprinting
racing ™

WI%.I 1 made you go back to drag
ac

“The opportunity arose thro
Vincent Davey after talking 1o h
and | thought we could do well. He
s 3 Norton man and theg're 8
engine for it 1 just talked to him
about it and originally, he agreed to
loan me two engines.

“Of course, this thing has gons on
since the Racing and Sporting show,
particularly wi the interest people
have shown %

‘When was the machine built?

"It started around March last year
after the 1974 Racing Show., The
past year we've more or less spent
building things."

Who bu

ilt the frame?

Originally, It was going to be
Vintent Davey wupplying you wiih
the motors. How has it progressed

m_there?

“The main trowble hitting these
drag bikes is transmission trouble. Sa
I wanted to buiid something and
radually test it out. We built tha
rame — it's really built for ‘fliers'
not standing quarters,

“Mr Davey has helped out with
the tyres, wheels and the clutch . _ .
all from America, all very expensive,
and he's bought all that.”

Wi motors are you wsing?
"Two BE50 motors, both  super-
chnrﬁed using a single supercharger.”

What transmission will you
lui'n'f for drag racing? Norton?

“No. The bike at the moment is
purely a test bed. There iz another
bike with another frame which will
g0 on the strips when we are ready
and that will have the ©
gearbox with a slipper cluteh.

Will you be using the six- or eight-
Inch M, yre?

“The eight.” : -

What Is your alm with thls mew
bike? Iz it 10 have & go at Mickey
Butler and John Hobba?

“It's not to have = go at anyone
. . it's ‘Irj.l win! 1':;: l'lircestM c(l_)‘m-

ition  will probably be ickey
g:‘:her and John Hobbs.

- Youwre using twin-engined motors
: how we connected the
drives together?

“Gears throughout. The linking of
the two motors and mary
drive to the clutch is \funl with five
Eears, primary drive plate was
cut our.-r;? l\ﬂrlngg thick solid dural.
It takes a lot of jig boring and
milling. I've done a lot of it myself,

long have you been com-

‘When do
50  for the first times

ow many meetings did you have
“Well, 1 did about a dozen. But 1
rds,

I was wp in the low elevens, My
by Duncan
into . road

frame, because mine was a heavy old
beast, and he went ;-1 to break the

“The s 1 had an old you
Norton frame that [ fitted the sprint
engines into and | used to take them
Brands to run them in. [
owver

in . S0 1 packed up
and went over to road

One of the hopefuls is John
McKiemnan, 31, from Welling,
Kent, who is returning 1o the
drag racing scene after a break
of six years, with the full back-
ing of Vincent Davey, boss of
Gus Kuhn Motorcycles.

but the bits I conldn't I've taken

1 around to local machine shops,

reckon you'll be out

“The bike's now ready 1o run. 'We
should fire it up this wd:zl:. If there's

: lem then we'll convert i,
put the other sinff on. I'm not
bringing it out to Santa Ped or any
of the other mestings until it's fng
properly. 1 shall be going to ‘]‘:TSA
sprints to test It

hgul sort of tlmes are you aiming
“Obvicusly in the cight

seconds
mark. 1 should think there will be a
lot_of bikes in the eights this year.™
Engine wise, Is there anyihing
lpeﬁu!lyonryhlui Iudmm dGu oF _are
sim us ¢ Gus Huhn
tuning mmwneng
“Gus Kubn's have g0t & wvery
comprehensive knowledge and range
of tuning gear necessary to make a
Norton go and they're  available to
us. The :n£nes at the moment are
pretly standard apart from the fact
that they've been stripped, balanced
and rebuilt as they should
Eoradie s

fiex will Be pur |

f you're running heavy doses of
nitro “and it's  supercharged, it's
debatable whether the stan items
could  stand W it. T. C
Christenson he
standard plste

was  using
nd connecting rods,
but his bike unsupercharged aod
there's a Jot of differsnce.”

Whao

is working on the bike
with you?

“Just me, Vincent Davey and my.
band of followers."

What do you mesn, ‘Band of
followers?

“Well you know, the people that
help me out . . . mechanics,
engineers. And one in particular who
does most of the machining work,
Colin Little.™

Will you be golng for any more
world records?

“No, [°don't think so. .The bike's
being built as a gquarter-mile drag
bike, There's no point in trying to
change L™

S0 you're not golng to do the NSA

a8

world records

* We might do. There are two bikes
One's geared for fliers; one for the
quarter, If we feel we want it or
wanted to do it for some reason,
then we'll be there. [ don’t know
yet; 1 might take it to give it a
thrashing just to test the gears.

Do you think we have a chance of
beatin, the Americans in drag
racin

“Yes. Given time and losin)
2000 cc limit. One of the quickest
Americans for the last two years has

using unblown Nortons.

I you get the machine runnin
well and you achleve vour aim o
gemng' into the low eight seconds
mark for the standing o What
do  you —estimate will be' your

peed?

"Far a low eight second rum, you

must be touching between 170 to

180 mph at the end of the strip and
lerating!™

possibly s accelerat)

What will be the B:*‘{lt problem
at those sort of speed:

“The handling and braking, We've

t MNorton front forks and dise
rakes, a3 well as a round profile
racing tyre on the front wheel” .

Thanks for talking to us, John,
May I wish you a lot of success this
coming season.

“Thank ‘z\uu. May I just edd =
word of thanks to Vincent Davey,
who's been really great.

"I couldn't wish for a better

S0,

winl!

John  Mck
d Norton

Exhibited 3t the 1975 Racing
isman's double-

| "
Ready,steady/RD 200

The electric start Yamaha RD200 is easy to start

at the touch of a button, or conventional kick start

if you wish. It has Ceriani type front forks for a

stable ride; whilst the 7 port ‘torque induction’
engine ensures that you have real go at the twist

of a wrist. It's a great town or touring two stroke, |
made for performance with '
manoeuvrability. See one

3 s
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EEPING

THEHOBBIT'S
HEELS

APART

In this, the third story on the “Motor Cycle”-sponsored bid for

a British eight-second standing quarter-mile, John Hobbs tells

technical editor Vie Willoughby what keeps the wheels apart and
why he needs all that rubber

STAY WITH US

As the Hobbit takes
shape, technical editor
Vie Willoughby will
keep readers up to date
with progress towards
that elusive eight-sec-
ond bracket in British
‘quarter-miling.

’

— THE HOBBS =———q

a

=)
\|/

But, for all their
spacing, those wheels
should work in greater
harmany than ever be-
fore, because the frame
is designed to accom-
modate  the: driving
stregses  without tug
ging of wheels out or
hne

Incredibly. considering
its len and stiffness,

~ol the Trame's
lightness, made possible
by first-class design, ma-
terials and workmanship,
is that mone of the Rey-
polds 531 tubing is heav-
ier than 16 gauge This
gauge is used for the lin-
fromt  down
1iin-diameter
and the two

lin-dlameter ~ tubes be-

low the fork arms proper
To resist frame flexure un-
der driving loads, the axes

of the rear-engine crankshaft,
the gearbox mainshalt and the
rear wheel are all in the same
plane — and the rear fork,
.hv: drive-side arm of which is

straight, not curved, also lies
in that plane
What's more the jin-

diameter rear wheel spindle

is wnusually well
the
ends,

Iocated in
16-gauge, box-section fork
for there are two pairs

of chain adjusters, one pull-

ing forward,

the other rear-

ward

On

the basis ol his

experience with Olympus II

Moto Guzzi

850 Calitornia &
750 Spor twin disc ...

LAVERDA

PMHC. VE ”n. Innlnznl
Torma availsisle from 15% deposii

Thres yars bo pay
Sand £%p tismp ko laafiet

53 CARLISLE ROAD
BRADFORD B
Phone 0274-41786

Adam Bennett.
Hobbs' M
tyre. Thougl

of Dimension Four,

@ rear wheel with M & H Racemaster
h the wheel is a thin-section magnesi
casting, further weight has besn saved by twming

THERE seems to be a growing dislike between John Hobbs' front and rear
wheels. Already none too close on Olympus Il, they have separated a fur-
ther 4in on The Hobbit, kept apart by a new Dimension Four frame with &
wheelbase of 72in — which is best part of 2ft longer than yours and mine.

Sprayson, to lower the inter-
section point of the steering
axis and the front-wheel
rolling radius to  the mid-
point of that radius, in the
interest of weight-nssisted
stability. It results in & fork
trail of some 4 to Sin
John is lodking forward to
he  improvement  because,
llthnugn Olympus. 1I, with a
S8-deg head angle, got off
the mark as il on rails, it
could come nlurrmnslg cloge
o mtlmg out of hand at top
speed.

The rear fork arms are
also much wider spaced than
on (lympus 11, because John
has not only specified an M &

shows John

metal off the rim.

Hobbs roughed out & frame
sketch gave it 10
Dimension Four, along with a
get  «© 16 duralumin
engine and gearbox plates,
two emply eslake engines,
tha gearbox and a Shorrock

biower case.

In  Morthampton,  Adam
Bennett produced pukka engie
neering drawing! and Bill
“The Weld” Wooldridge got
busy with his silicon-bronze
magic in a frame jig. The
only significant alteration to
John's layout is a steepening
of the steering head from
to 60 degrees.

This was advised by Ken

H Racemaster
Hin-wide  trea
Qlympus), but he has also
hosen A Tin-wide
{previously Siin) Lo get
widest paossible  “footprint”
— a5 the contact area on the
track is called.

Two inches of radial clear-
ance all round is necessary
to allow for centrifugal fling
at top speed and no  one
appreciates  this  better than
Hobbs. He once failed to
make encugh sllowance mr
tread fling on O:I mpus
and went throug e [lmsh-
ing lights u,r nle tyre
smoking — not from wheel-
spin but from rubbing hard

tyre with an
d (Mn on

MOPEDS
ALL MODELS IN STOCK,

$0cc-1200cc
1 ‘WP. AMD PART EXCHAMEE

5 STATION APPROACH

under the glass-fibre seat!
Naturally, the degree of
fling is less with a wider
rim. Even so, John reckons
the gearing-ep effect will be

worth 10 to 15 mph on
maximum speed, which has
of permitting
gearing  for

PROJECT

better acceleration,
SeNOus averrevving at
end of the guarter-mile

Apart from h.uur
L}'Ell‘r  brake

without
the

o
one, a gt from Fo

of Tonbridge, Kent, is an
Offenstadt, six-spoke, magne-

sium  casting,
18in

shod with a
Dunlop  KR76

s carried in an
SEDOD '|ghlw=||;h1 ra:lrz ::lc
scopic fork, donated Metal
Profiles. 1t {med with
heavy-duty springs and both
bottom and top yokes are in
light alloy.

Incidentally, if you think
the gifts towards this project.
iframe tubing, both wheels,
fromt  fork, dolphin
fairing and seat, etc) make it
a candidate for the name The
Givwit rather than the Hob-
hll thlnk Bgain.

m a :h-ll._

for the Renold
T 1l will cost
about £25 to make; while the
nitromethane that cascades
through  the s like 2
miniature Misgara is wirtually
liquid gold.

Back to the fromt fork
Since the Hobbit is design-
ed to go straight, there s no
call for the sophistication of
ball of _ rollér  steering
bearings. So the fork iz pivo-
ted on flanged plain bearings—
dural pluils with thin bronze
linings ot only s this
ir'angnmenl light, but nlp-
ping up the steering column
nut  provides a  variable
degree of friction damping.

Donated by Tech Del, of

est London, the Minilite
magnesium-alloy rear wheel
Is of 15in diameter, compared
with _14in on OClympos L
That extra inch means that
the tyre walls are shallower,
for the same 28in  overall
diameter. Hence the tyre
more  stable at  the - low
pressures John will use.

He plans to start off at 12
psl and work progressively
downward wntil the handling
shows signs of getting hairy.
To prevent the cover from
cr:evmz round the rim, there

be six  self-tapping
screws on each side.

Dimension Four are mach-
ining the rear hub from a
Gin-dizmeter solid dural
billet. It will be supporled on
a double-row ball bearing on
the left, to which side the
wheel snd sprocket will be
bolted, and a single row on
the rcight, which will carry
the brake disc.

Incidentally, with  light-
alloy rear sprockets being so
expensive, changes in overall
geering will be made at the
steel gearbox sprocket

There iz a school of
thought, chieffy among drag-
sters of an earlier generation,
that the latest monsters are

overtyred, An Hin tread is
o wide, they argue, for
maximum tractlon — whic

shait and wheai spindle are in line, the
stresses only. To suit the blower. the
all exhaust ports face inward. The engines

ABOVE: Since the rear crankshaft. gearbox
straight Icl'uidl fork arm takes compression
front cylinder head is raversed, so that
can be serviced in situ. BELOW: Tubular
flanged collar

splined output M. takes a s 33in iront, 2jin resr.

theoretically calls for a small
degree of spin

Hobbs is emphatically agin
the 1rgumc'|t and
Yanks

grip and even w
ke expects to
same with
the Weslake

There is

tread ik

eye. Hy cutting init

spin, & wide tread gives more

traction, hence a  briefer

elapsed time. Bul as the

speed rises, the (yre soaks

up too much power, 30

cutting  terminal velocity. with all the tread he can get, pipes will be of jin bore

Conversely, s narrow tread  short of 2 tyre so wide and  and, of course, inertia helps

makes for lcm:!r times bul waft that it will wallow at the fuel supply to the carbs

h'?‘!" speeds. take-off or top speed, or on take-off, The. tank will be
a classical case of poth ulla:hed to the frame, how-

swings and roundabouts and All  this explains why ever, in case the fairing has

to

there is little option but really top-drawer drag bikes In l:e discarded in a strong

strike a balance, which will now have to be set wp for
strip to  $tAp  the traditional quarter-mile Tll! Hobbit I'llbeb
surface. on To : out
importance of top speed tO
' manual clutch Ectaway s greater, would sure Ju‘\n w|ll bu

to make his debut
on it at Whitsun. If

sinple pear. Thare it 3 severe
limit to the shipping such 2

call for a marrower tread as
well as higher gearing

anyone

clutch  will stand and too Enough of theory. In the beats him into the eight
wide a tread could bog th: nose of the ghss-!i'br: fairing ~stcomd bracket before the
engine down At low revs. wrill Li-gallom, light- he says philosophically, he

just have to reassert himsell
by going gquicker!

be
alloy fuel tank. To nb\'lnt all
risk of starvation, the feed

But with a slider clatch to
keep the revs up, he can do

ABOVE: Mock-up in the
jig- The t
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Tony Wosdon on tha line at Santa Pod.

STAGING . . . amber, amber, amber, green . . . GO!
| A crescendo of revs blasts the eardrums of all
watchers, the tension of the last hali-minute dis-
|| solves as a huge spinning slick bitas into greasy
4 tarmac hu:thng a man and machine up a guarter-

meeling  at the

Wellingbarough,

Tacitity, will be just & warm.

ragiirip  col 5
up far (hnl both have taken delivery
sheir Puma crankeases and

than  ewver are
being prepared to make :hls completing
| * super season. machines

S0 lot's ke @ look at  Easter debut.
yme hu A Lenco

spevd La]

i conjuntion with a Davies
slipper clutch. Th I
oblaired fn
mmum n.T

what some of the top riders
‘have planned for their assaglt
second b .

Above . lan  Massenger
5 sbaard e superbly pre-
J sonted " Pogasus.”

Right: the " Mighty * Mick
Wame — haavyweight
champion of the drag strips.

Raceway, near B).nz and

Nerthants,  whose  new

Britain's only permanent drag mlﬂ\lnen were teviewsd |r| a
lumn,

clutch  and  Iwo-speed.  This
revamped bike :Imu||| b at
the Pod this weekend,

Another rider feverishly at
work in-his garden shed i3
"Mighty Mick Warne, who
is bullding himsell & 1500 ce
Triumph  which s . almost
:umpltttd.

aim s to become the
U wnﬁu fastest fat man "™
mm all 17 stone of himl

thaugh ome of |ast year's
qum- has  dropped nul.
Mick hos backin F
tral - and Dlﬂigllh &1::-
ley l'l:lneuv
Ing are gl.\-lug him the Tirst
af their twospeed gearboxes
specially  modified m- drag
racing

Last semson saw  Warne
clock a best of 88 seconds
on his 650 Triumph; o very
nouble  pesluemance I’Mn
¥ou . consider  the  allap

ght thundering down the
aunrtermile,

ﬁnr AMC & £
m?‘:’hlmuﬂm of u!:r

The fnn for  the
ke w' MIIH” By
somes .m- Mick  describes
¥ ieaguesin-cheek as 8
Promising | pewcomer” e
John Chft.

Other dlems Include a pair
of CT5E  blowers,  posaibl
working m conjunction it
Phi LT ear
coupling is. uted betwenn the
motars, and Ctransmissian s
completed by 3 six-spring

ton. clutch and a
hn:cmaaur shick
)

double f

Jahn CHML 15 ¢

find  time Between b
frames for other racers
finish ofl his own machine
Pums  cawes, MNorton  craok,
and B0dce barrels combine to
five n total capacily of some

i a

an

5

howiips
CIft  proved
Bimsell to ‘be a very com-

sistent runner, and this year
hould 3ee o’ change i that

ﬁnothﬂ prominent  rider

KEITH LEE previews the 1975 drag racing
season which starts this Sunday at Santa

Pod.

“staying  single” i Peter
Miller who, with Ray Basker-
vilie has produced a remark
able  piece of engineering.
virtually home made from the
ground up; and anyone who
remembers  Miller's old 500
Triumph which ran s best of
D56 sece will appreciate just
what a [eree he is likely to
be, along with John Clift as
m dwh{u fght 1o overcome
1 es.

son —
Mick Butler, who was we
pleased  with  his  end
seazan lorm. chalking up &
best mark of 923 secs/155
imph am Swper Cyelops.

Only changes for I.'hiu year
te & mew, slightly longer
lzame ia n;ﬂ the old one
whlm didn't apgreciate
heelied down the sirij

w e

VOLE. WEEK ENDING & MARCH

John Chft — @ consistent runner last year.

Norion riders present a tough  addition to the Top Hike Uy work in conjurciion with

ai in the battle of the ranks looks destined o cut a  large  capacity e

twins. some wery quick quarters in  blower. Oiher poodies (melude
the mear future, 8 Christenson  gear]

is the lan Mes- Now for the unusual —  slider clotch plus the latest
senger-Derek China “Pegasua one of which is the ingenious  MAH 5“°¥ 5 -
machine. — They had “some  project of Mick Hand and ne of the mos

bad  luck Lul year  with  Angus  McPhall,  Mick,

U turned out_ et i
Hrr! Mfylf! locking l'nmnn the past on. is incredible 250

different™ in the form of a  seen on Hrit

nais

Normn who d!hnl.ed his
850 in  the

mld.ale of last yur He his  BDA e

ngine, tions of them It can
mv r.rvme problems with Four-valve heads, home. that during the lamt
the ge  converier and made crank, twin blowers months the spart has taken

mglm ring and *'Storm-
orman” s confident  mission go to make this ome  outloak

"1“ '73 will see plenty of  of the more unusual creations Whan  veu cansider how

that gives drag racing its many riders

: 1 ing  tramsmissions  or
H‘\’bt uoﬂur Nﬂ'l?g chal Iqune 1:-::;“‘: m;ﬂ;ﬂ:-é Gkr Eorkpared Wit carrant

comes from the
entry  of ng;ﬁwd a5 normal practice.
Jokn Hclmlu. Mo new- engines  Is  not

e
750  twin-cylinder Ford. It the coming year.
will be virtually hall of a  briel fook at t

7Sy

m‘lduinn: ta the bike ﬂnki\:
ity it should prove 1o be a
ungh» breakage ~ on  thelr bem#‘oﬂﬁ‘; :ﬁ.\"ﬂ:ﬂ:&h;: spactaculir one as well
The above are just some of
luck I‘n the enmlu yell’ Honda, is to do “something  the mmugiﬂn:ad
Ira,

and torque converter trans- on 2 much more professicnal

Lyres

sitwation, it P'-:-l'l be seen how
things have changed.
Addae the lbo\-edli:l the
yde,. Tony
I, Brian
“have @

“ .L-' ie - ilue a,puxhur’i‘&’l!o'manﬂ
e T -,.-_-w- ‘eedol Parnel
- 1.

ik =

e um
of thres
Fary sianderd
fram six special cams.

5 season
Mabas Butler duel,
lhey no meet this and
n be sare {hiy \.III i
wiit -ultl} bethe race of the
decade!
Speaking  of
Cycle readers

5
Triumph affair, bat n

CALENDAR

British Drag Racing and Hot
Rod Assochalion
Al at Santa Pod

Mowember 1/2

Dacember 6,7

Mational Drag Racing Chub

March 16 Long Marston

{i-mile warm-up galy)

March 28 Snettartan

Aptil 13 Blackbushe [near
Camberley, Strray)

May 374 Sneterton o

Jura 14115 Silverstoane

duly 19/20 Snetterton

August 17 Blackbushe

September 6/7 Snetterton

= COIM

September 14 Wraugh:ur
{near Swindon}
Oetobur & Blackbushn

Geldien Jubilee Riscounts

EW DISCOUNT
BARGAINS

e USED BELECTION
4 FUTURE TR amn
| r&q_nm llsrﬂllns PEE!E T4 WAMAMA FIIE :14.

74 SLTUK W28 279
€79
(-5
268
5 EAIN
1
a1
wian

180 E178
5

NEW BMWs

oL ... g ogp | All models choice

T e cxes | Of colours, many at

5I1I5M . 217 £299 - i

BT 1250 P Fre_ “cm“_e
ez | Prices. We will

allow you E£fe's
more in parl-ex-
change plus the
chance to

free ftrip to the
BMW fnctnry in u HONDA. CA5H)

71 BUPURI Ginsn e

Berlin. A YAMAMA NCISD  cate
L, T4 HOMBA 3550 €

DONTOELAY |5 fomparers, D2

RING TODAY T T Elan

for hirtias . | o i ciee

deta -
Al grices nel. VAT ra .:‘“""::r:“ ‘;::

WANT
GOOD.CLEAN MOTDRCVCLES
FOR CASHI!

_INMEDINTE WP, FACILITILS FAOM | /5h DEPOSIT — ISP T0 3 YEARS TO AT Y ey
\ Portsmouth Road, Thames Ditton, Surrey KT7 GV(Q
090 8 am Spm"on-sn Tel: 01-398 5531 Waans1 station —Surtitos

erfords . "
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“ p b bringing out 4 NEW, CATRE
= oot dipner dance)  efforts I VU R (g aff uheir Fial
RA's ARNUA Qe s Athin weeks af writing
g upke o w“l‘:c:br’: ‘-:Ifl‘t; :I.atln.!;\‘d and the Revell R seehow!
some. 30 THC/ g the mosl POPUNT £OT S 0
with a1 & Stripteaser team, wha alw;
big following for the whee!

e i
¥ 'F".,-‘. ed was the HKelly di R
o0 W he. most. outstandinh . mrag
he sport M ige. HDR&HRA cha ;
erndge, / ; ; art s e mi
A"“Er ‘stardust’  jnfamous Red-light ¥ 5 " 3 :‘:ﬂutﬁ! ll!]:': h\;?rk has been cent
entertainment by DL B chosci En ck half of the cg
the evening was & We "’ nH

| : 1 ©M rémains the
I : Sme, as do the chassis rajls 5
ﬁ::ﬂgpﬁgi':omer trophy, and aith- g : EIVES, they 3":151’:2"‘!'5 ypltingss
uuﬁh he is not exactly "::g:r:g,,ﬂ?: 7 S wmr]»:: i o &mﬁ‘r:uga[l}:ui
: ' meteoric ascendancy ki - s 1 : - Foutmd l work hav
:‘rF:?pr‘}:upl' . m\h: ralking point of the SRR TR Bone bﬂﬁ(dl:ilh:é e ek date
M last fes manths of the year. I . As lack of fing _ra.IhL'r[h;m T
% 4 News ‘Best appearing 3 N W having hi ‘&:mcr'm“ St
e S l y " Ihg I5 ‘demon’ engine ready for

: | | @ while, he will be hoping that fi|]

. use of Jpower from the onginal
reliable ‘street’ engine, plus eage of
maintenance and plenty of spares in
the drive line will Iitep'ium. in .
contention until around mid.y,
when the other engine will be ri
He wall not be ready fo SOMme weeks
yet anyway, but with Dave Rose's
}[-Ielml(uﬂa Joining in it will make the |
pjraz up to five again if all goes 1o

bloc ey nein weting
wasonly seen a couple of times after £ Wroug = %.{i
this expensive period, and possibly Wiltshire. this shmmer..§
-w‘“?‘;"""m- ar ‘Wroughton is normally a Royal
: hmm n _thgmqﬂor : Naval air base.
ATI Cluteh-Turbo from Peter Ben- [Hh o+ Meqsehile ; ¥
net that was originally in his Nova, [S55 <2 5 A et ; e : N Cactros
oicH i oo {Jmm:m owned by (5 A : ! en AN kL W into many fislds ofimotor sport,
Aot and desple Burmah's ﬂulncer-‘..
L i3 pRns i B ¢ a1 tain future, Casrol will be
:&;‘Eﬁﬁdﬂnxgﬁ REsse e of ic ad TP T 20 many different cars
be back in the thick of the Pro Stock [ g il rst 2 s different renh;l:sb o!_ﬂdthe ]
action this year, Errol's 10,68 perfor- = ; f AR . On iie cub prode
mance last lnlhhnm ! - hen. expected LA : rion saloon car side, Jennite
j sbould low 10 second i - G Birrell's SMT Vauxhall Magoum |
season, particularly - ; S i will receive support for Ingliston|
which 3 - Loy 3 TN AT events, as will Moel Edmunds'|[}
y §.- ; . v n, " alrcady announced Ford Capri 1L
and a pair of Mazda RX3s for
Wendy Markey and Cozy Powell
The off-track scene
Merridale brothers, Tony
in trol colours on the aute- [
cross scene, and drag racers Clive {0
Skilton, Denis Priddle and Roz [0
Prior, 1 |

AUTOSPORT, JANUARY 30, 1975 :
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1w form a supporters club in the
S near future 1o look - after ghe
Winterests of the sport’s many fan




Oldie but Goodie

ng

The engine remains a 392, but will

g} gy tecal the late by run on a smgle four barrel
: NJU"'; j sixties there \\I.n A unigue h?ll\.l v unless some new injection
O ing | powered by an injected 392 n be found for the car — the
: .fw _qll?rfd i e altered inal seems to have disappeared

the e new | (and any inform 5 where

! . abouts would be appreciated), but

| ed ‘SIIII'-'lI'I.lI.'l.I'.\n. hav- long-term plans will include & switch
tube frame with the to methanol and possibly an auto-

engine and
|in the pi

with the rather involved :shifter
mechanism prevented the car from

stential, and
if 1 recall comectly, it never ran
better than 13 seconds. Like so many
cars it disappeared from the scene to
go from garage to garage around the

matic gearbox,

Cne problem that may take some

up DT
_‘er.Sol'9h|p . | Q'I'I\ri‘ru‘:r L ; solving is the wheelbase and engine
e for 'n .d W i b centred set-back. When the car was first
s around the injection & problems built, interprets @ rules was

somewhat more libera
did anything about the fact th
set-back was somewhere ove
instead of the allowed 25% measured
from the front spindle to the first
spark-plug. Wi somewhat limit-
ed wheelbase to work with, there is

and no onés
he

| and Pratt =
1 Euunlf." ﬁ"ﬁ'::‘g&ck ; -h_\ SOUnEY; But .zlsn.'llku somany other  little room for an automatic at
¥ “ |'f_.wr'!°‘-‘m‘ L oimitar that U £} drag cars, it has re-emerged in present, and the engine may have to
- o of ihe Rc\'rll e ‘bt will of Lo‘ur;'-‘n. Dorking where Bob Hobbs is getting be moved forwards Lo get round both
! 1 debuted Jast "TW“'ﬂulhef\-‘rf‘,“"‘ 5 the car ready for this ~ " problems. o
carmry Chevy PO iee-Rat. X - - 5.
1w motor o t capable] -
} blowm MONE e perhaps no &
i Wwith that ‘most of the treme S
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