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ﬁ Pete Crane was the star of the show at Santa Pod ~ despite spinning.
-

;_ :
| Crane lifts fever

Highlight of the Easter meeting at  to the quickest time ever at m-imph‘%_
Santa Pod was undoubtedly Peter  his chute failing 10 open for the
Y Crane’s electrifying run of 637s,  second time that day as he crossed
faster by more than a tenth of a  the finish. A later run-off between
second than the existing record held ~ Prior and Hutcherson ended in a
by Dennis Priddle, Like many meet- good win for the Fast Lady as she got
ings over the weekend, the weather  a hole-shot victory 8.37s {0 8,215,
5poilt much of the racing, with only 2 Equally outstanding in Funny Car o
few runs taking place on Sunday. was the performance of Roland M =h a
Among those that did was a good Pratt, who almost pulied off a big o1 ] netterton drag meeting was |
73s from Allan Herridge in ‘Firefly”, upset against Herridge in ‘Stardust’, another to be virtually abandaned ; the ¢
and a 725 from Priddle, but this was Running a high percen tage for the asonly a third of the entry turned up : mmiprove the standards gy,
&t the expense of a short block as  first time, the car sounded very to do some practice ruris after the the spart in the public's
twa rods let fly some way before the . serious as it staged after a short early morning snow had cleared | Suppomers Club
finish. Roz Prior broke a rocker in burn-out, but few gave it much Mevertheless, over 3,000 spectators | - | recognition, prefe
the Miss Revell car, Liz Burn suf- chance against the 480 cubic inch turned up to watch in atrocious 3
fered « brake failure with the motor barking and spitting along- weather, while the Pod saw over
ex-Skilton car in the pits and Pete side. But Pratt made a beautiful start 5,000 way down on usual Easte
Y| Crane failed to get a time on his un. and made every one of hie 392 cubes S5 figures, af‘::ut encouraging all the |
work for him as he sped to a 775 at same, TR ¥
196mph. But Herridge had § r SR
responded to the threat an, Bot past
With four cars eventually making in time to record a 7.2s at 192mph
A the elimination, Allan Herridge had just guicker than Owen Haywards §
an easy 7.55s run when Mike Hut earlier 7.335 bye run. .
cherson's Some exciti

urs and gossip

am Churchill’s

TS to take on the

Funny Car class with a really serious

effort this year. After first Tunning

his Capri badied car in “73 with some
success, he sold th

Rez  Prior, Petite 28 . year. old
| mother of three, is the darling of
the drag racing world, Totally un-




MECHANICAL simpticity
ruled the Top Bike ot
Santa Pod on Sunday and
Monday. Fastest quali-
fiers were Brian Chap-

man’s  single cylinder
500cc Vincent, equal with
Tony Weeden’s 500cc
Triumph on 9.84s, with
Keith Parnell's 750cc
Triumph close behind on
9.97s.

During Monday's racing
Parnell put down Chap-
man before a 12,000
crowd with a superb
9.81/131.6 mph run to face
Brian Smith in the Top
Bike final, Smith having
clocked 9.97/130.7 mph to
overtake fast starting Pete
] (750 Hadlelgh
Triumph} in the semi-
final.

Story: Jim Reynolds
Keith ‘Simmons

Picture:

‘The Senior Blke final should
have brought together Ivan
Wileman (830 Norton) and
Clive Balley (660 Triumph)
and things looked hopeful for
Wileman's very neat Norton,
but the cold wind brought a
long shower of rain that left
the e-LrlQ) too_slippery to be
used szafely. No racing bike
finals were run, prize money
being divided equally between
the finalists.

Only in the Street Class was
there a definite result. Four
blg Honda4's had conte ted
the semi-finals with Chris
Russell's 1000cc  Hadleigh-
Honda facing newcomer Alec
gga%‘s 900ce Piper Honda in

al.

Showing a really neat style
Heal flattened himself along
the tank and flew to the fin-
ish leaving Russell’s misfiring
Honda to lmp home In his

Keith Parnell
spreads  his
weight
across the
frame of his
supercharged
Triumph
single
“Rouge et
Noir’. He
qualified for
Top Bike
final after
beating
Brian Chap-
man at
9.81s.

R T Y ae )

wake,

Unperturbed by his sucess at
taking on the " best im the
business and beating them at
their own game, Heal said
later of his drag racing debut:
“It's quite enjoyable really,”
as he loaded up for the long
journey home to Brighton.

PROYISIONAL RESULTS
Ghared by K Parnell
Ry

Top bike:
(150  Tr ge oL Noir'')
{750 Triomph *Cheli-

and B
enham Fir
Benlor bike: Bhared by 1 Wileman.
83 Norton “Polacis™) and C Bali-
ey 1660 Triumph “Revelation 75').
Middle bike: Shored by B Balson
“Black Muembn') and

(750 Triumph
f\]u.—;,ti:: (500 Triumph “Alter

Street bike: A Heal (000 Piper-
RHﬂr-di] 1T IT/LE5 M mph, mm?
121470408 mph,
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foa DRAG BIKE CHAMPIONSHIP AT BLACKBUSHE BY Jjm REYNOLDS

'Mighty Mouse’ tqke
apman to

‘ ' THE FIRST event in the Motor Cycle News Top Bike

! Drag Racing Championship series proved to be a clash

. between an established star and a man with ambitions

. {to join him.

| Brian Chapman, a carpenter from Waltham Abbey in Essex, = .
g was on brilliant form, heading the list of qualifiers with a time of | s mechanical mishap, “I broke a
| 9.8 secs at 142 mph and getting into the nines on every run with blower belt and bent an engine bolt

1l1i> incredible 500 single cylinder Vincent. in the final — I also missed a gear

| Bat the slowest qualifier for the % and bent two valves, so I just rolled 3
| Top Eight bracket, young Derek Pictures by T A 1
 Penfold, kept his cool 5 In Senior Bike Mike Buttars

1 e dny. As Higphr: ket xnd Mlke Kilb found himself in the final when a

|  bigger bikes falled Derek's 650 Y troubled Pete Miller could not run,
| {Trih'mph ren sicadily through to chance. Clocking an amazing 9.55 Bullars tock his opportunity and

the big

e

final, secs/ 146 mph he led all the way, DErTOWly beat Ken Gee's Doand B

; Chapman's first round was 10 with Parnell trailing in 9.99 Motors Triumph for the win,
- have been against Mick Hand's in-  secs/147 mph. . | 1L67/118 mph to 11.87/118 mph.

§ credible 250 .Honds but rider Then Penfold met Butler. No I' Street Bike produced some of the

) of the bttle Japanese flier refused ope thought Penfold had a chance, closest m:!ng with Tcrry_ Revill's =
1o join in the game and sulked  but as the starting lights flicked to | Pixon Racing Honda getting back
% o the siarting rollers leaving  green, Butler's super-charger drive lon wirning form beating new man
Chapman with a salo run. belt snapped and the bike moved | Alex Heal in a very close final.
- Keith Parnell slso had a8 one only & few feet. { PROVISIONAL RESULTS
| | man show when Norman Hyde's  Penfold rode to victory in an | T°P a':‘;‘;“‘.cm:mch'»:’;?'mi‘mﬂ
- Trident blew a gasket on the easy time of 12 55/84 mph, | 547144 mph bent pymmd?m Triumpd
starting rollers, wondering where the Opposition | “Patience” 133261 mpn,
Despite the lack of competition  had Eot 1o, Sealor Blke: M Buiters (750 Morgs
Pamell showed that he meant  Could the combination of | Trimph “Amemis®) 117/118 mph best K
business with & time of 9.48 secs &t gmooth riding and good luck hold Gee (750 Morgo Triumph “Flying Cor.

L

| mishoean) 1187118 mph

128 mph. together for Penfold in the Top || Middle Blke: B Esyince (500 Tri
Mick Butler found himself with Bike finai? wd |“Nm—o Function™) |z;¢r=3n( mph best ”’m
no opposition when Dave Joho- With & super quick start he left || Thompson (1177 N5U “Lome wmr-,

tE
| son's double-Triumph was nol Chapman behind, but a muffed || 1208/112 mpi
|| jeady in time, se it was ft t0 Pen  gear change saw Chupman's S00ce 1 O Lady) 1401/73 s boe & e
b fold and Tony Weeden 1o put on  Wincent past and away recording | (500 Triumgh “The Mutast™) 15.12/85 mph,
the only race in the whole first 9.87/144 mph to Penfold's limping [f| Street Bike: T Revill (B12 Dixon Racing
round. 13.52/61 mph. |Hnu-} 1207118 mph beat A Heal (900
Weeden, suffering transmission Brian Chapman was delighted. | Honda} 12.28/114 mph.
bothers in practice, was no match  “'m very happy. All nine second ‘-' Ienders; B Chay 0 K
B for the consistent Penfold who  runs and my best terminal spud mm. D Penfoid lnﬁmﬂ nulT:““E A
Y roared to a place in the semi-final  ever with |46 mph in the semi- || Weeden 5. :
o with 10.80 secs and & terminal  fnal” I Clh" .:smi-. F;_nﬂl [|m;‘u[ dn:rF - K ok
speed of 92 mph. Still slightly dazed at eaming 15 § Amel P48 secs (L% cush bonus). Fastest 3 B
In the first semi, Chapman gave  points tawards the MCN Top Bike | =% esd — M Buler 153 moa (55 :
| Parnel’s slighuy sick Triumph no 9 aincd | Cohbouis). Beat:sypoering bily — M

W Motor Cycle Wews Top Bike cham-
cha.mpsonsh:p Penfald explained | OHara (300 Gitane ciganeties).

Top biks final and g
rian Ch,
L et o e :."ai".’in o L S ey — bt Dart e b

1 Clift uim- inr the hnrlziqq on ‘The Co-respondent.” r




! 'i the window.

ck Butler saw his MCN championship points fly out of
He lined up against ‘no hoper’ Derek Penfold confi-
for the Top Bike final, but his super-charger
Mick was left to stand and stare at the

| WHEN Mi

| dent of qualifying
drive belt snapped and

e At last the weather was kind at the

l- wickend, and although the early
sunchine faded away, there was

Il some good action in the afternoon at

| | {he Blackbushe drag meeting.

} : Fastest qualifier in Top Fuel was

" Roz Prior, who took the Revell
| dragstertoa good 7.625 174 mph run,
= smoking the tyres nearly all the way.
E " Dennis Priddie was second with a
et 1 7.85 blast. his rail using the Donovan
- " as expected. New man Trevor Young
led to qualify the Rewvolution
ree car after suffering a chronic
nisgfire, while Liz Burn, making only
her second full run in the ex-GTX
Car ran @ nine,
This she repeated later against
Denni “Pnddle. who notched up a
stromg 7.145 at 198 mph to win. Then
§ Liz was out again to face Roz Prior in
the second round of a round-robin
between the three cars. In what was
almast certainly the first ev 1

all
female Top Fuel race, including the
Gtates, Roz showed her greater
experience by leaving Liz on the ling

Sl With another smokey 7.8s a
her s : £ 200
E i; mph, but Liz improved substantially
.
|

| when she got going cl
§ E cloching an .75
at 174 mph, But this run had

; SPeter Barnel
: lP i debated Mark Stration’s new rear-engined Vauxhall with care.

e ' \

" damage while Penfold roared to an unopposed victory and a

_’. place in the fiosE =

Priddle’s at 225mph

shattered a wheel bearing in Roz's
car, so for the final and last run of the
day. Dennis Priddle was by himself,
and he really turned it on with a 7.08s
run, the car bailing the tyres for two
hundred yards but still clocking a
phenomenal 225 mph, the fastest
ever in Europe.

With Priddle’s funny still not quite
ready, the funny car class was
further depleted when the Hillbillies
car siezed its blower on the warming
up. But there were still three cars
left, Mark Stratton’s rear engined
Vauxhall with new driver Peter
Barnet, Liam Churchill in his Capri
and C.5. himself in the new Vauxhall
bodied American car.

Liam had trouble with his engine |
that prevented him getting a good

run, whilst both Barnet and Skilton 5

were taking it easy as a new driver
and mew car respectively, though
Skilton's Donovan powered device
started to look very serious during
the burn-out for its second run —
which was only a mid-nine half pass.
In all it was a bit early in the vear
far the best racing to take place, but
the meeting was arguably the best
run at Blackbushe for some time.

Priddle runs 225 mph
provided the highlight to the :f;?;'gsm:":ﬁm I

at Blackbushe by sctiing a new terminal speed record
| last run of the day. Having replaced his iron motor with the Donovan, he

DENNIS PRIDDLE

started the day as favourite, bul in

7.9s run to her impressive 7.65 at 1
o her new mount, also Donovan powered,

Burn, was still getting used ©

| whilst Trevor Young, also new Lo

| Revolution Three and didn't run.
Dennis took his first run against
| Liz with a 7.14s a1 198 mph to a
| 9.57s at 104 mph, but any doubts
ahout her abilities were dispelied in

| the next race against Roz Pnor.
| Roz was away first to a very strong
| 200 mph run in 7.8, but as Liz was
| obviously settling into the car on
her third full run, she responded

| with an 8.8s at 174 mph, the car
| running  straight and true. Roz
Prior found that this run had
broken a wheel bearing, s0 Dennis’s

unchallenged.

turned up, but none actually made
a full pass for various reasons. The
Hillbillies Scimitar lost a blower in
actice and didn’t have a spare
available, whilst Liam  Churchil
was not (oo happy about the engine
in his Capri-bodied car. Taking
aver the seat vacated by Ed Shaver,
Peter Barnet was having his first
auting in the Castrol Vauxhall, and
nderstandably was getting used to
ar that had a reputation of

, handful at best Lastly,
Skilton was driving his new
. which uses ,an American
i, his own Donovan and a
wxhall body from Patl Cuss
Applications. He
ake-down runs in the

hi

¢ had one

r run the end of the
g, hut lack of time ultimately
i this.
208-sponsored Pro Comp
Andrews started
the Stone Re
with Mike

a
after
consistent
Andrews 05t 1

As times, Gerry
he 440, Chey in his

final. 225 mph ryun wasj

fact qualified behind Roz Prior witha

74 mph. The other lady driver, Liz
the sport, had a bad misfire in

car when a piston broke, totalling
the vencrable alloy motor after it
ad given untold numbers of
reliable runs in three different cars
the old Opus altered, the ariginal
Tee Rat and the dragster. So Hall

went on 1o take the first round of |

the promising new class with two
_I60 mph runs in the nines,

In the funny car class, four cars




5 - muost regul
ne of the m“ o bt‘._

. of all who L
e ri[ying run at / I e who
e mddledi??tfg:a‘ne's equal-
i , &N a ;
aiclﬁg‘:::eive Easter pe
“the two must be pdds on £

a
eir rare :
g an broke o
) '
sCrap. A

P :‘:mchalleng,e-.d?ln

Championship
o which was

k 47
he 208 =
: ntoseveral 1

pro C

‘Ghtirdnwn
: 97

AUTOSPORT. APRIL 17,1

e

hallenge 1aid

; 5 | 5 : fasra SUNDAY'S drag race meeting at Pennine Raceway, Crogiap,
memm;:am;mﬂu%:& AS: | - [Moor, near Huddersfield, Yorkshire, has been cancelleg. d
g“w‘mm il tro &8 : ; 5 5 = : The Kirk Lees metropolitan council has miused planying
S =2 B . - ; permission for racing at the Strip. But the promoters, Penning
L : ' ‘ {Drag Racing Club, are to appeal and ae having ¢
wwmm"wﬁ%mm . drag sixip OF SUECCL ~ la planning consultant to make clear their position
| in the large Mot vear 18 . .
an Sue Coles,

S Director of Pennine Drag Racing Club, SJ‘FVE‘Mm.

| . i | . ; eady| : ‘We intend to carry on all the other gu 5

?ann.faﬁin "E’,;Tmrim it:;' ;_e“; : : - I : . -
record an 1118 &

m as i t
::l‘i::ngs:zf all iz in the making.

ind. “Power o
from Ed Pink motors, though who
will-diﬂvgl them is not clear at

WHILE Terry Revill is planning
his attack on the ten second
street bike barrier Maotor Cycla
Mechanics” drag race team
leader Mick Butler is burn ing the
midnight ol building a bike 1o
attack the magic ejg
for competition bi

Unlike John Hobbs, who s
building a camplex new maching
with Wes|ake engines and lots of

imported  American
ick has been forced
by financial Cramp to stick 1o
British companents.

His new frame is four inches
longer ta Uy and cut down an
those haar‘[-str_\pping wheelieg

nSmission will pe
3 eed gearboy,

ding about three
ds on an American

der clutch Mick. i
building his awn, Mick is

Considering ali
Mick has won for
he {]

the publicity
Nortan it woulg
them help him

2res or a couple
85,
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Dannis Priddle, Roz Prior, The Stones, Rol

UNZebeaWy  DRAG RACING at SNETTERTON i 4 Samtsoioa  on tbs AL arierd stk rad
GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 28th \ e g Organised by THE NATIONAL DRAG RACING CLUB  GATES DPEN 8 am
bl oy o e R e -

ron under 12 admitted fres! Therpromsetars nd srpamusars rassevs fha roght 18 cancel the wihile: ot it o e mustiing sihas wsince.
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Atchison, Topeka
Santa Fe.




