e four-car entry in Top F
:‘];?:m':o; anoiher, the drag racing at
terrific ai the weekend. But m

could be run. In view of this, it was
that the big fuclers made
any runs at all. and that Dxennis
Priddle came very close 1o his
fastest ever rum was little short of
amazing.

After a real dragsier style start
that we don’t sce oo much of thess
| days, with smoke for 2 good eighth
| mile, Priddle’s car rocketed through

at 211 mph in 745 For once he
was faster than Skilton's earlier 206

amazing

Lawrence

truly

‘More wet Drags

Fuel, all having done six second runs
Blackbushe should have becn
iserable weather was again particularly
uffered badly this year with rain — even

alongside  Dick Sharpe’s. Pontisc
with an 1 1.6s bye

Burn wa:
again with his 350 Che
alter a long series of m
contineed with a broken ha
agamst John Dixon after he had left
the Duckhams Popular well and
on the line.
motor in the Ford coughed as it
passed the slowing Awvenger, but
went on to the next round only to

red-lit - against Page,
away anyway to another win. W
beating Bob  Deie

it should have been o

who  wenl
h
5

taking place.
In the streel classes, Dave Rose

(cruel ta the NDRC which ::: ;m mi problems  stopped  him

| their rain datcs, it s:el:!;: mornipg _was rolled by Dave at Santa Pod.  gpp g0 it was ann to a

- The tmchowes fy all day, The new car, although much  maich race between Erol's Ca

fand, held waie “H’:_ca‘me and longer, uses mest of the same and Dennis Stone in

| Iwhilst_the .drmrlr"nl o con, finally hardware and went proi Escort/Chev: He took both rurul
went. even in the - tl'ﬂm“ finals straight in the morning before the weather stopped  the| [t
setiled in again before < notching up an 1l4s bye run  third, but times were not indicative| we,

in the 125 of what either car could
i
do.
Ivan Fryer had yet another win
£ 3 close 14.15 1o

also out
Av cnger

. in. Charger, which was just
about the last run of the day, Itjp
docsn't seem possible  the bad
weither ¢an continue and hopefully
Silverstone in a couple of weeks
time will see an jmprovement.

The big Oids

mph blast in the Castrol car, but
noi quite as gquick as Skilton’s

- -Jif;t Prior followed Clive with an
* equally smokey 8.3s that wound up
“1o 187 mph on the damp track, but
on a fater atiempt a head gasket
‘went at the mid pome. With Roland e
“Pratt limping around with a® = -
Isprained ankle, Malcolm Quick,
< 1§ former stock car driver and
® | currently owner of Skilion's last 2
Il front-cngined car, Revolution I1, —oa=
[ took over the wheel, However, he 5= 0
| had 1o shut off with misted-over
' goggles after a promising start thai
till netied a 9.3s.
| In Top Dragster. Gerry Andrews
~again led the class most of the day,
but Tony Frome's big 414 cu. in.
'Pontiac went well on the wet
* qualifying run at 10.6s. but was left
with 2 similar time by Ray Hoare’s
£ 292 cu. in. Chev in the first round
‘with a 9.6s. Ray went oul in th
s final to Andrews” bigger 440 cu.
'Chev-with 2 10.25 to 8.8 a1 16
' mph.
© In the Competition classes
‘ neither Stone nor Hall could really &=
“unleash their big Top class altereds = =
‘which snaked and shd their way up -
the quarter mile, but action in B
Senior was livened up by lh:k' S
- appearance of the Page Brothers"
new T-bodied altered built in eight
_weeks after their nine second Fial
—— —

: = b

BLACKBUSHE

208 Grand Mationals at Blackbushe
| Alrpert on

heatley™s 440| w
a

any serious racing with qualifving
runs waived for most classes and |[§
J.T.D.|mcaningless in most others. |

= - - b-_:[ could only run one at a time |
- {in

~ | Dennis
ispeed of the day with his Mr
iRevell car at 211 mph in 7.4ls |
iwhile Clive Skilton in his Castrol

icar set low time with a 7183/
206 mph run. Roz Prior in the |

Sha

:3&‘3‘ [1;-;nl. but the rain stopped it ,i wusho“'
|

..,::‘ dragsters

T that
g of the Hot Carf

should  have
too familiar
remembered that

the fes
ather that was
those who
storic event.
Rain throughout the day halted

Four top fuel cars were present

lanes.
fastest

the
set

the drier of
Priddle

two
the

e : e 'Eccles and Pollock * Fast Lady" | £
S : ran a terrific 8.3 s/187 mph with
==rain still falling while Maleolm 4
— | ”
l {
= Fast lady—
Roz Prior
R e = Quick had one half run in his top
= it - - > fuel debut in Clive Skilton's
=¥ 2 second car

DRAG
\Skilton takes it in

Rain once again played the major role in the
DRC’'s Hot Car/208 Grandnationals at
iBlackbushe over the weekernd, and the club
and promoters must be getting very sore
dindeed with bad weather at nearly all their
.= Jevents this year. Rain fell nearly all morning
50 that what brave attempts there wers at
qualifying ended in meaningless times ard
not a few hairy moments. By midday condi-
¥ tions had improved slightly so that the street
“N classes could run and help (o dry the track,
A but the large pools of water that remained
made it a risky business for the more power-

cars,

R use of this, the excellent four car Top
uel fleld could orly run one at a time
in the drier lane, and Clive Skilton was the
10 8 with the Castrol car that he
¢ with a fine smokey 7.1 s at
_ Minutes later Roz Prior showed

could
but ;jght up there at
was subbing for Rolard
gles misted op
- I s Priddle,

if

n well and clocked an
ami i
Wﬁ’c
3 ankie) ran his

ow because of a long
zwhﬂﬁn Three” car

Clive Skilton beat Dennis Priddle (above) by 0.3s, but

ot

ross the line.

was 5 mph slower ac

the rain

with his new Donovar installed in the Mr
Revell car laid down another impressive smoke
trail that netted a 7.4 s but at a 211 mph
speed, one of his fastest ever.

That was it from the big fuellers, although
Ed Shaver made a promising run in the
Castrol funny car at 9.5 s5/150 mph which
included dodging the puddles, but the car
looked and sourded far better than it had
befare and could at last be well on the way
to some good times. Of the Top Dragsters
present, Tony Froome at one time had the
fastest run of the day with his injected
Pontiac. After having installed a new cam the
day before the event, he stormed off the line
to a strong 106 5 that was near his best ever
but as with so many other runs, was curtailed
by the water to a speed in the 120 mph renge,
He repeated this time later against Ray Hoare,
who made a perfectly judged start with his
smaller 282 cubic inch Chevrolet, and led
all the way with a 9.6 s to 10.6 s for the
bigger car. Gerry Andrews took a bye at
B.7 s/164 mph in the Stones' 440 Chev rail
when things had improved a bit tractioc-wise,
and he went on to beat Hoare in the final
with 8.82 s/161 mph, to 1023 s/133 mph.
In Senior Dragster, Tony Andersor ran
some remarkebly quick times including a 8.3 5

= again
= | . their Escort Chevrt
= : in Super Street
- Erol’s

sweep for the team.

e

with his 2.5 Daimler rear engined rail to
get to the final, which he took with a slower

11.62 s/138 mph over Jim Rowatt's small

Chevy car that was slso slower than before

with a 123 s at 127 mph.

In Senior Comp, the class was brightened

by the addition of Lawrence Burn in his
350 Chev Awvenger that promises some really
good times. His 15 s run ir the morning was
hardly typical of the car's performance though,
and he was unlucky to break a half-shaft when
running against Dickson's Duckhams Popular
in the first round after a good start. Dickson's
big Oldsmobile had a tappet back off half
way through the run ard he slowed o0 a 13 s,
but no damage was done and he was ready
to face Clive Page in the new * Panic.” Now
considerably longer and lower than their late
Fiat, the car still has the carburetted 427
Chev and ClutchFlite trans, but now urder
a "“T" body and with a wheelbase of 108
inches, around a foot longer than before.
His first run, a bye, was an 114 s far
from the car's (or at least the engine’s)
9 s potential, but a threat to the recert leader
in the class, Dick Sharpe in the " Dorset
Horn ™" Pontiac. He too went through with a
bys, and then a win over Bob Deichen's 4.5
Daimler, but Dickson went out with a red
light to Page to leave the two fastest cars to
face each other. Unfortunately the race rever
took place, because of the Iate fall of rain
that stopped several finals from being
decided, .

One that did, however, was the Middle
Comp eliminator, the first round of which
had an upset when the famed * Stripteaser "
went out with engine trouble to Alan Sher-
win's Jag T. Glen Searle in the Fiat/Chev
he shares with Pete Lane for driving lost his
jgrition on a bye run and restored to &
long push to get through to the next round,
and some 306 s later he was through, only to
get left at the line by Cardy's Jag/Imp. Pete
Smith went on to win the class with the
Sachs Motors sponsored Jagz Rochdale with a
12.8 s to 13.3 s for Keith Harvie's nice
Rowver/Bulck Vauxhall bodied funny-iype car.

One of the closest runs of the day came
in Top Street when regular Ivan Fryer just
edged out newcomer Dennis Wheatley with
a 14.1 s/199 mph for his 351 Mustang <o
14.3 5/97 mph for Wheatley's 440 Charger.
In Super Street Dennis Store showed his
boot to Mustapha Errol's big Camaro with
two wins out of two, the last being a 128 s
t0 13.3 s as the rain was starting to fall
egain.

The Stone team fared well
with Dennis § i

over Mustapha
-amaro and Jerry Andrews®
= top dragster with the Hemi-Hunter
el ST with an 8.8 s run, Dave Stone was
unable to let the “Big Akered” go
in the conditions and only ran
once, o preclude another clean

John Dickson
—
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June was the busiest
month yet in drag racing,

with meetings at Long

Marston, Silverstone, Santa
Pod, and Wroughton, then
back to the Pod for the first
weekend of July. Within

| these five events, two of

which were Internationals,
some sensational times and
races took place.

The long Marston event
proved to be hampered by the
bumpy surface, which stopped
any really fast runs, although
Gerry Andrews achieved times
only a little off his usual with
the Stones” Top Dragster. His
8.66s was enough to beat Roz
Prior, who was competing in her
last event in the Age Machine
rail before switching to Top
Fuel. Dennis Priddle was also
using his favourite engine for
the last time in the STP Funny,
as the Prior team had bought it
to go in the renamed ‘Mr
Six'—now the Accles and
Pollock backed 'Fast Lady’. His
runs in the car were against the
‘London Heavy' Pro-Stock with
a two second handicap, but with
the bumps shorting out the mag
as the body flexed and shook,
only his last run, a smokey 9
second half pass, was anything

like normal.

By the time the big
Silverstone International came
up a couple of weeks later, the
car had a new engine put
together to do battle with the
two visiting Swedish Funnies,
the 427 Chev Valvo of Leif
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Darbach and the Hemi Opel of
Bjorn Anderson. Both of them
qualified with times in the
eights behind Priddle’s 7.7s, but
the terminal speeds of 180 plus
were much the same for all three
cars. In a day when the Swedes
received their soundest beating
in the years that they have been
coming over, Priddle took both
his runs in the three car
round-robin to notch up the FC
title for the UK. Top Fuel also
proved to be a British benefit,
with John Anderson from
Sweden out-horsepowered by
the British cars; Clive Skilton
rana best of 6.6s to take low e.t.
and the win.

Skilton's terminal speed of
220mph was one of the two that
beat the incredible Tee Rat’
altered for top speed honours.
Running against Mike Hall's
‘Bantam’ altered, Stone had
qualified the car in the low
eights at 192mph and followed
this upwith two progressively
faster runs of 194 and 198mph,
devastating the
Chrysler-powered opposition.
Both runs dipped into the
sevens for the first time outside
Americain this class.

The meeting as a whole was
the finest yet runb\.r‘{ﬁe NDRC
and was arguably the best event
this year—certainly better than
the Santa Pod International not
long after, which, compared to
the admittedly hard to follow
event last year with Nancy,
Schumacher, Murphy and
Johnson from the USA, was a
disappointment.

DLT took his first win at
Silverstone in the Stones” Super
Street Escort when he beat Dave
Rose's Barracuda with an
11.99s run. Shortly before the
event the car received
sponsorship from Precision
Tapes and in the following
weeks gotdown to a low of

11.3sbefore destroying the
gearbox for the third time. For
the Santa Pod Internat. The

team had fitted the 'Easy Ridin"
TurboClutch gearbox to solve
the transmission problem once
and for all.

Between the two big meets
were two others: @ minor event
at Santa Pod and are-runat
Wroughton, which once again
was hitby rain for most of the
day so that the NDRC had to lay
everythingon in a four hour
period—a task that they
managed very well. Roz Prior
was to have debuted her rail at
this track, but was unable to run
when her son had to be taken to
hospital following a fall. When
Dennis Priddle tried the car out
nearly every pushrod bent, for
some mysterious reason, S0
Clive again took the win with
the quickest run this
year—6.62s.

The next event, the following
weekend, was the fifth
International at Santa Pod, as
previously mentioned, and
whereas last year's similar
meeting mustered eight Top
Fuel cars, this year there were
but two, both Santa Pod team
cars. Mike Hutcherson did well
to record a 7.8s in the'Houndog”
car, but ‘Firefly’ was being
driven by Pate Crane, who will
shortly be running a
rear-engined fueler himself with
help from Santa Pod. For some
inexplicable reason they
decided to use the meetasa
practice session for Pete, who
waould have been far happier
trying the car out on his own
during the week, so that of half
adozen runs, only the one with
Herridge behind the wheel
could be called worthwhile.
Learning to drive any fueler, let
alone 'Firefly’, is no mean task
and should not be attempted
while people have paid good
money towatch racing—in any
case, itwasn't just the
spectators who were getting a
little annoyed.

The two Santa Pod Funnies
put on a good show, though.

After several troubled attampts
both Haywood and Herridge ran
two terrific races, of which the
second was the best. Herridge
stormed past Haywood's
slowing 7.11/160 with a 7.00 at
202mph, the quickest Funny
Car race yet in this country.

Priddle was unable to attend

after a workshop accident had
put him out of action fora
couple of weeks, but Revell’s
new 1/16 scale model of the "Mr
Revell’ fueler was just coming
on sale, the first yet of an
English car, so at least the
spectators could take home the
model for their mantelpieces!

The Swedes did rather better
than they had at Silverstone,
taking both the win and runner
up in Middle Comp. with
Anders Lantz" 427
Chev/Plymouth and Svente
Erickson in his infamous 440
Jeep. In Senior it looked as if Bo
Stafberg would do the trick
with his ‘Gas Rat' altered, butin
atremendous final Dick Sharpe
strapped a hole shot on him,

10.7 to 10.4, with his A35
‘Poncho’. Johnny Johnson took
Super Street with his "Vette
when both Dennis Stone and
Dave Rose failed duetoa
variety of problems, the big427
pushing the car to 11.2s times
all weekend.

On the Pro-Stock front, the
two "Heavy' car: inued to
trot out mid-ning second runs
with almost boring consistency,
Adrian Yorke's Duster hit
bost of 9.4 at 146mph. Po
Gary Goggin was troubl
first an engine that refusec
rev and then gearbox prot
but evenwhen his Camaro w
‘pulling likea 8.8 run’, the
‘Heavy’ just walked away from
him. With two Sox and Martin
men flown in for the weekend
to help sort the cars, the result
was inevitable; Gunne Backe
was left with a 10.7 that was his
best run yetin Englandin his
Camaro.
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and a solidly
mounted rear axle. the ride is
anything but smooth as the

Dennis drops the clutch as the
“Christmas Tree" lights flash “G0" and
the rear slicks crinkle up as the
Donovan engine unleashes its powaer to
catapult dragster and driver down the
strip . . . The rear-mounted parschute

d dise brakes slow the dragster
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With nearly a month
between meetings in late
July and the Blackbushe
Grandnationals in August,
which as | write have yef'to
take place, dragracing has
had a good long layoff. This
may have been a good thing
for both the competitors,
not forgetting their
overstrained machines, and
possibly the public, who
can always have too much
of a good thing, becoming
over-exposed to racing.

The last meeting at Santa Pod
was most remarkabile for the
debut of Nobby Hill's new
rear-engined fueler ‘Houndog',
the team’s most immaculate
creation to date. Based on Tony
Nancy's car seen last year, the
power comes froman Ed
Pink-built ‘'elephant’ motor of
some 480 cubé&s—that's eight
litres, European-style, It also
has a Lenco reverser and
two-speed. Whilst racing Allan
Herridge in ‘'Firefly’, it came off
the line like a rocket, leaving the
other car by yards asit (Firefly)
‘wound itself up for the launch’.
As he described it later, driver
Mike Hutcherson was 5o
stunned by the difference
between this and the clder
392-powered car that he shut
down well befare the finish but
still notched an impressive 7.3s.
Meanwhile the 426 motor in the
other car shut itself down by
throwing rods out inevery
direction, the last run foran
enging that has given good
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sarvice for some two years.
Mot long after wards Harold
Bull, who was the terror of the
Middie Dragster ranks a couple
of years ago with his 9.7s. BMC
rail, but now driving the old
‘Houndog’ rail, lost his car
through the traps and crashed
heavily into the guard rail in the
brakingarea, Afteralong
bumpy ride the car came 1o a

| halt with Bull shaken but

unhurt, and the car a total
write-off apart from the motor,
which was frayed around the
edges but generally ok, Before
the day was out, the latter was
to finda new home in Phil
Elson’s altered; he lost his own

| 392 whilst running Dave Stone

in the final when two rods let

| go.Stone went on to win with

his quickest ever run at 7.1s, but
amere 163mph; the bumpin
the braking area was giving him
trouble to the extent of a bent
chassis, 50 each run ended with
an early shut-down to save
further damage.

Other action included the
first eight second run for Liz
Burn in the old Roz Prior
dragster, when she turned ina
good 8.9s against Gerry
Andrews in the final of Top
Dragster which he took with an
8.25. Her times have fallen
steadily since she took over the
car, 50 it can be only a matter of
time before she is down to the
low eights the car is capable of.

Following yet another rules
meeting a few days prior to the
event, the Super Streetand Top
Street classes were
amalgamated, with a handicap,
to run the two against each
other. The idea of this was to
attempt to promote bigger
fields of stockers, which have
been thin on the ground this
year, and, although in itself a

| commendable aim, once again

practice showed that the answer
isn’t that simple. In theory, the
fact that each car ran under its
own class record handicap
should have been fine, but of
course in every class there is one
car ahead of the rest, so that the
Super Street cars were left with
an almost impossible task.
Mustapha Errol was the first to
fall, with a handicap of some
one and a half seconds, to Bob
Oram's E-type, which won with
an easy 12.65t0 11.2s.

Dennis Stone in the Precision
Tapes Escort fell withan 11.4s
to Oram’s 12.4s, whilst Al
O' Connor, who with the
installation of a strong

Oldsmobile axle and more
suitable gearing was running
quicker than ever at 11.5s, fell
withan 11.7sto 12.7s for
Melvin Wooding's nicely
turned-out 289 Falcon.
Wooding went on to win, with a
super close 12405 to 12.48s for
Oram.

The week before this event,
the embryo dragstrip at
Crossland Moor, Huddersfield,
puton its first event, and
although at this moment only
an eighth of a mile lang, the
meeting drew over 3,000 people
from the drag-hungry North,
with agood entry of local cars
and some big names from ‘down
South'. Clive Skilton and Roz
Prior both ran their rails, with
Skilton's car dipping into the
four second range for the
distance, whilst Ed Shaver ran a
strong five in the Castrol funny.
All who went said that the event

| was commendably well runfor a

first attempt and had the
friendly open feel about it that

has perhaps been missinglately. |

More meetings are planned
for the Pennine Raceway and
anyone interested in gither

the "Trollit's Toy' Camaro of Bo
Hollstrom.

On return to England, Clive
put both his dragsters and the
Castrol Funny on the market,
together with a variety of
engines, both stock and stroked
392's as well as the Donovan.
All are reasonably priced, so
anyone looking for a way into
Top Fuel racing could be at the
wheel of asix second car for
under three grand, with
assistance thrown in for running
it. Clive wants to race with a
new car in the States over the
winter months, which would
give the sport another new car
for next year if the current ones
are sold.

At longlast | have been at the
wheel again, with ‘Good
Vibrations', my '51 Pop,
powered by & 474 cube Olds
motor that was to have been the
biggest engine on the strips wntil
all these giant Ed Pink motors
started cropping up. Running in
Senior Comp, the class
dominated by the Pages' 'Panic’
until it crashed and since then
by Dick Sharpe’s ‘Dorset Horn'
Poncho A35, the car had about

spectating or racing can find out | three meetings of singular

more about it by contacting
Steve Murty at Hebden Bridga
3651.

Over the first weekend in
August the Swedish National
meeting took place at Mantorp
Park and it was ironic that it was
at this foreign venue thatcars
from Santa Pod and Clive
Skilton raced at the same track.
As it happened they didn't
actually race each other, for the
two big Funnies went out early,

| Herridge with a broken reverser

and Haywood with a red light,
50 that Dennis Priddle took his
STP Avenger through with a
7.7svictory over Bjorn
Anderson's Opel Manta which
shutoff toa 10.0s run.

Skilton took hisold car, as
the Castrol rail was at Olympia,
and took the win from the
‘Valkyrian' of John Anderson
when that, tao, suffered engine
trouble. His 7.0s, 202mph
qualifying runs were also the
quickest of the weekend, whilst
Roz Prior in the Accles and
Pollock ‘Fast Lady' went well to
record a 7.58s run, her bestat
that time.

The many street classes were
dominated by the Pro Stock
action, which saw a clean sweep
for the tearn with Colin Mullen
taking the ‘Heavy’ through for
another win in the nines, over

failure before it started to
perform, the first being at
Silverstone. An oil leak of major
proportions came when we
discovered that the crank seal
was in fact somewhat larger
than the crank, so that meeting
came to nought.

Trying to sort out the
injection, which being
second-hand was not set up for
the car as they usually are, took
another couple of meets, after
which, with a change of plugs of
some four ranges, the car
suddenly seemed to wake up off
the line. Actually | wasso
amazed after the previous runs
that | went straight into third
and then shut off when the car
filled with smoke near the
finish, Convinced that the
motor had come apart already, |
returned to the pits to find that
itwas in fact the tyres growing
into the wings that had caused
the smoke, so after a quick bit
of wark with the hacksaw it was
ready to run again.

Mare minor problems
followed and at time of writing
the bast we have managed is an
11.7sat 117mph—hardly
enough to set the world on fire,
let alone beat Dick, or Dave
when he is out again, but we
should see a ten eventually.
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DRAG RACING
SAT AUG 31-SUN SEPT1

*x TWO DAY ALL STAR MEETING x
Entries include Top Fuel Dragsters an
fFunny Cars, some of the fastest Compelition
and Street Cars in the Country.
pPlus Top Comp and Street Bike entry
Come and see Drag Racing Pennine Style
AT PENNINE RACEWAY,
CROSSL/AND MOCR, HUDDERSFIELD
Free Car Park and Pits. Accompanied children under 12 free

Signposted from M&2 junclions 23 and 24
=% -

Britains double first fromRevelll ~—

First British dr
dragster driv

seconds. And now. Fi er on the home strip to m
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In 1/16th scale this Resv‘eﬁ?-“f‘ built dragster kit from Revell :Ldrﬂu:m’ mile record at 6.7

ssis-you'll find solid rlt;js packed with your kind of detail 03 9;1vu|:|r rnc:c}el shop.
ubber front tyres, Goodyear hollow rur;)tt)ee s 1I5h“ i
ol r rear slicks,




