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This weekend, May 3/4, drag racing
returns to Snettertan, where the first
meeting this year was virtuaily
snowed oul. Heading the entry will
g be Dennig Priddie, whose star is
definitely in the ascension at the T
- T moment. At the time of writing it is
- not definite which car he will field,
% . but if it is the dragster, Liz Burn, R0z
| Prior and Trevor Young will have
| their work cut out to mateh him.
| If, however, he turns up with the
it will at least give Clive
nee to beat him writh his
" new car, which will e fully painted * 3
= S forits second appearance, and sither
: ~ | ome could run a six if pushed hard
enough, The Hillbillies Reliant and
Capri will round

== o L1 | Liam Churchill’s
e gut the foursome.
- T In the Pro Comp class, the favour-
ite looks to be the DB Motors €ar,
fresh from its 8.2 run recently —
| which was in fact. accompanied by 2
& of 173 mph, not 153 as reported
here last week. The team are deter-
mined to get into the sevens with the
unblown car, which should be within .
reach, and eventually hit 200 mph a5
well
Mike Hall with his altered and
Peter Barnettin Syratton's funny will
be out again, and will be joined by
| Pat Cuss's 392 powered dragster and
Martin Rowat's smart rear-engin
<l car, now 5 ng & 427 Chev and
wo speed — by far the best entry yet x
for the new class.
All the other regular competitors
will be out for qualifying between 12
3| and six on Saturday, and racing all
day Sunday. ‘Admission is £1 all-inon
the first day and £1.30 on Sunday
| with children free. et
L
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|enteriainmeni wan had by all
Snetterion aver the wrtkend ar
May 3 and 4 — whih but a couple of
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Burn and Deanis Priddle could
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beaten by Koz Prior on sm,«
w'llh ® 7028 a1 198 mph, Liz
mz o LT at m
-ul rm ‘cung @ rough 9.3 a1
162 mph.

Pricdle opened up  litile against
Liz Barn in the first run with a 6.7%

200, and was caught by ihe
rear-engined car’s 208 mph 1op end
s Liz came rockelmg past afler
she finish with no parachute. She
Eligped the right rear of Priddic’s
Revell car before runming out af
roam and totalling the car out in
the fields afier ber fastest and last
rum in the car. With Pridile’s car
alw suffermg damage as the
broken wheel dropped the car onto
the grownd, cnly Prior and Young

emained in action, with Young
;w" fire when the time came 10
Nace Roz. But e pul in ber bes
lever run amyway at 7145 st 1%
I nd &ven came ot 19 run the
final after repairiog @ breken
wesaaner, to further improve with a
| [abedows 6.98s at 213 mph for the
ﬂm Revell car.
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ar nﬂ “,i nearly disd the same
sinlarly powcres

n
ingection and il 5en

v Baskeeville,
e '3: replica gearbow and
va the Milier. ore the €
Baskervile machine e b gt jpets fore -t
Lacts a ios of axtention in e r es 1 Pro Comp. the Dl Metors car
- Tavourie s dark
e Ladles rovide vane‘ly e e
an Mick Rutl B0 geat thar Mike Haibw the only carbureried. pet
fir e neat Torarr OPinE et on lwhen he raced 8 woks oncT of the bike. Three in Snetterionwas  mph. it oked ke tre cnd oftheday  car i the field in the absence of any
Fanel b a e’ 38 Davtoma ot few ani i, leading shoe frons, blawer iniee ket :;‘5 he fire — the prim Thetws day evind st Saettirrs SOl s Ton Fuel went, But she woni
Hand § et = ago, and will sc rear beskes ha a| of th T Cont  in ® f a most enjoyable dra i est
with Mick i adie of the fuel 2 coupled » ko lay down her
v, Phet Iy ke Hy s rm !nd e | Sopping, The “hike i oiber hall "l'"."n'."" e i rnmu.r.fai chiteh o Pl g8t 8 new 516 | ploy """‘“"“*”,‘.,'"i“hri?.‘fr‘.'..',' i o e reat
e el E ' M SIS ST e S
There was ane new ad o1 ob, the wark of oMb mschine, f'“;m us .,:'1'.\*..: | " For once Top Fuel was not re with great skill
o The bike Tatis 1t (e ron Colie "0"‘ af the sei tod behind ihe hoy. '“Ill i plan 19 kaags &0 the front |ihe highlight of the meeting srip ey
mounts, smd are mog o ing — Tohnane el ﬁ:'l |m s keen to sart gy DOM b el £00d renson of the Top Wi Fanke: prepiber nddl' |I||.:|I|f|~| rith Priddie’s car was essentis N
'm %Imm sure that they 'f'”lduno. very much mlomd Rizmiorl 2 '..,m""'"‘l- and molor through their mpuu'r ipe, immense & casy 75 on S g Ko - ":"_‘J‘_Ef;';m,,l_j",’;"".'_i,;m: as il
Top, il rinher T In young ikl e Dunmow'y record 1oy on Lo the meccrmary ot azd? I fems e Al Jpve o the wheel and tyre
| Maorman Hyde Andover re he runs the Slawn British bike, s currently i ok R g Sunday, neit any Car, Clive Skilton start:  mph charge i i
| Bint a0 turted up at  famity b--lm, 10s bullt iy, AAPding &t 8 deconds A siarting :“',_i“'hg In faet be i | Lz Burn were A iy e Vi e 5w fov the Chevy
his Joon oy 0 cc w ihe lop American iwee i be Keep. (he frons o sund that the mp car. Pat Cuss £
e T doee handing g ® riders have made i to the fuel o0 et cent nitra ieag ncedes o Seeed o stable at Hhe  grest pramise wilh his injecied 354
ner, It mid-nines ot wanting 1o 3 1+ caundrha | v with severs
werted 1o 780 cc. and its m. Coritanson's ke, e ey m‘;:'n:,.::m“" twin  Yoived with the wiges Of 0 Ibe gearhax and cutch w:g; i dragster with several mid-n
new rides is 0 newcomer tn  SUEIDE IS fitted with H i M :m‘hab‘ “lllumrbun stary ‘M - d““"h‘ offser 10 Fine (p the ﬁ‘br.m outing LRt s
o : e L
rom Eas) comlaing Bogh Joh r Lockheed n,'IS\n-‘-Stn
I'Inm'i'-h.:g ulu me his new "’“’g" ;"I:: . hlh’ﬁf. ":..’;'JE Hﬂ;:n:“ the nlnmwm o ‘“n "N homemade ﬁ::mm.lrm"“ o +Em hodd &
nt is ples dus unx n e "l and Johg _s this zogether!
three weeks in' s aeedie mnm T make'the e 1o A taik: G0
:1':?':!" L n".? 5 Uipic engined. machine now
”m auy .lwm b .w‘ e !d\nlh a .Ilthtly rimg  completion. '-nmu i wd‘,,,, m,k.
""W' the il s best wel at 8
"flmwnn in w ciling new pro e b 93166 v
m“‘l;ltlh m " I:b per 3 Mipper dlutch “d o oY wtrustion st mf:'o:':ﬁ' S far the m W" Wy
2 reas |l bo, “whih s "n'?, fom Srwer than three six ity John  Jncoves  buile e
3 1 sis new —
Comersasian raia wil Wi, :'.-'1 jever movsied om ' the 'ﬂd.y‘!.;'r“murun; kel hu;u‘pmm'f:“""%f-
< a heslthy dose of W
L et {petrl theavah o Rear v m. s Gt war mitro from i e T lnnleuunlndem}ne
o ke . Mu.“ on m n s ;\'sm blower  run. 5«1 helped ot by mach,
FEL lm:;l:u informa m’{ h“‘m. o] per  cent’ aver '_'r"f":'w :;-.r casing and somo
Pt e on lk“m.. M“ wasy d\n "'\1 mﬂ i e
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aliered. But despiie the biggest
bole whot” seem in age. & ow
twa 1o three shifl cxused by 3 w
part in his gearbox gave Hal
race & Be powered pad with a
925171 mph 1w 975139 mph.
Bob Spence. in the DB, Mators
rear-ongs Chev ral, Best Pat
very short 354 Humi car
Sa, and ihen mei
| The immaculate
dragster was soon abead after o
good wiart and clocked its best
ever run at 179 mph i B0 e
168 mph in 925 for Hall

The uther Fanay Cars present
all ran im the Funny Car
eliminatsn, these running mlro &
appied to the methancl that they
are restricted 1o in Pro. Comp.
Skilton's new Yauxhall, fow
carrying most_of ils new paint
work, was sulfering from body
distortion but sull ran a 7B on
Susday with ease Rolind Pran
and Liam Churchill looked set 1o
burn each other nto the ground
before they even raced. both cars
obliteraling the start arca wih
smoke as they burng out and staged
for the first round. But Pratt was
nat on form for his first rece, and
his 392 Scimitar was left by
Churchill's 392 Capri, 525 0
I1.2s. Prate then improved 1o an
Rl againit tilllun
mqmwcd wa T
ke the
hroe-cornered maich, burning &
couple of valves i the process
This eventaally lefi Charchill with
& splo ran for the win, and he was
ehyiualy out o st the :z res alight
by the smownt of smoke he lakd
down with the hard working 392
motor hefore he mnzlu slaged the
car. I the end he nearly lost o as
the car got away from him in a
a-;.mmng side apparently

broken chumis member, but
50 reat damage was done — except
10 merves LT.D.
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2.8 Daimler 1
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e Coles
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tive small block Chevvies. both
mnﬂlnl Jow 115 and high 120 mph
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at Snetterton | i«

10 b at. the limit ARSI ) arged past 10 @ 9,40
In the fasies ritish i -;In over Miller's
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2 2 - n 529 ses

&h
!P:ulld I'nr Lha !I'|l 1.!

Jm-
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folk pioughed fieid after the i Vincend bealing Dupm ,.,a.:.":,.'u r:““.; gl o
Tades Triumoh. Tony ‘Weadun sni Hay Theda o ‘win by
beal Mick Hand's 250 Monda  fen yaq
1800/148 mah lo 101138
mph, with Hand aimest throw-

s PROVIEIONAL RESULTS

Fa qual
L Girset class was Alu H“I. -
En; tan rider of A
Fiper Cams Henda that quAv
1‘ |u ll|l onnnulmn with 1161
at 120 moh the
a1 l-m By 3 Hooda in Il!l
Strest calagory. Mike Ca-aiel  furbo-char,
with tha Dense’ubi-ipansore o 10.7% Izl
750 Kawniaki could enly get In lm h!s‘ uw‘l\':;tl.
08,
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“ Racing gal under way with Mlﬂll.l ntruhl:r; o n 543
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P. ur AND AWAY ! And 858
anigokers gase N amade-
ment the front of the c.:
e aif #5, ON 11

rears way up inta §
rear wheels only, he maching

roars off into the distance
An exhibition wheelstander of

full quarter Mile on TWO \\-hnrs.. 1]
special heature at nn:r:"d;:s racing
Britain
Mr’::: machines are spcl:nutz
i 1 -roun

Buwill, with the: m!ncn s
cormect “werg hit ansfer” 10 force
thve centre of graaty of the car u:lu
ghift direcily above the rear la e
under acceleration, and allows th
front of the car 1o nsa. Mosls_mugm
drag racers lear "whoehos_. but
ot 5o the dnvers of these ma-
chines whosé aim i§ solely W
ontertain the Crowds.

with timy castor
D ot st0g their cass lfting

=

How does Brisn see where hé 1S Going
wihen his wheelie car “litts-off” 7 The

Left: A Mind-van funny car plrh.r-lt
- wheel e coming away from the

ng one of these ma

machine, when il 15

: like being @ tghtrope walker
t calls for a b sense of balanco
1o sty up in the ar Too much

power and the ¢
than makes & very quic game is Brian
anng return to earth, 100 Tipton. Statfordshire g had
serios of short frog-like 8 desite 1o busld a car of his gwn
the result! for somve time he set to work build-  taking it to the

ng “somathing different”. and tha  wanted to 1ry it oul and ma

STING. RAY ANTICS result was a Vauxhall Victor estate  that the
car, but one which s decidaly  front wh

Of the Briush-bullt cars, the different! Sitting in the back s a  would by
most famous 18 the one with which 3.8 litre Jaguar angine down the shor
Ray Phalps has thnlled the fans at

the Santa Pod track for some ANTI-UPSIDE DOWN |

vears with the somewhst un

actually would it

predictabla antics of the machine The pair of small castor wheals

areplica Chaviolet Stingray that can be seen protruding from atl & Parspex flo boot!
Sitting alongside Roy, in what  the rear of the body are to prevent  enables him 1o ses :IIIIJ.t'U :

would normally be the passen- the body being scraped by the beneathhim whenbeis airbome mah |

ger's seat, is & seven Lire V-B tarmac. and the possibility of the Steering wheels are not mech

angine which drives through a machine ending 1opside down | use whan the fram el y

Folls- Royce automatic  gearbox At prasent the Jag engine s well over six feat off the gro

to the rear axie Over 100mph has  farly standard, running on petral  how does Brian control ~Secaond

paen recordsd by the wheele through wnple 50U carburettors  Invention”, which the name of

ONDER WHEELIE,

150mph with their noses in the air!
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bWHEN JOHN Lol i o
T
second hracket a1 Santa Fod on
April 20, it was 8 ueicjohk
retusm 10 old territory for John

mﬁ.“’ the -e:ondd rider to
record & mine second quarier
mile in the United Kingdom,
back in the days of big
Vincents. Only AIIH.M"bu:
him 1o that lilleafl”ﬁm.so
John's no quarter-mile fool.
In its Lstest form, the big flat-
four is getting off the start line

ook,

It's Ivan Wileman's smart
biack and gold “Polaris”,
which uses an 830 cc Com-
mando unit in virtwally stan-

The motor gets its urge by
use of a Shorrock supercharger,
pushing the fuel into the

| cylinders to good effect.

] at's good enough to

!Wd“ : b:al time DI'":D.S‘
seconds for the quarter mile,
using straight methanol alcobol
with po mitro in sight.

More exotic fuels will come
later, when quiet-spoken Ivan
gets used to the jump from &

¢ indeed. In fact, John
?:: r::.m:; some exciling
wheelies, despite the bike's long
wheelbase sad considerable
weight.

Ik afterwards, John
‘_'.I‘M:;Gmw, and relieved.
e had » disastrous weekend
st Biackbushe, our local strip.
recently. And A8 our sponsors,
Blackbushe Motors, were there
o waich the b‘ite_mqm. w_:
weren'l very happy. This puts i
right mdr:hun that the bike
can go.”

—WITH A
1084
QUARTER
MINUS
NITRO

very rapid 250 BSA 1o the big
wig.

The fact that Ivan and his
father run a Norwm’l’riuir,ﬂph
agency in Derby may have
something to do with the way
the bike goes. As he said*We
ought to Know how to make
‘em go.” They do, they do.

‘Polaris’: rocketing
out of the shadows

Norton Is quletly making progress in
e orid and beginaing to make peopl it up and

Polaris — the push comes from a Shorrock supercharger.

NEWCOMERS 4,
i pring

t specialised [
o greited i o

could race at drag Mieting,
Alan Wigmore, chasrman of b,
National
has made the picture clear.

By genersl agreement
consultation with riders, tares
wheslers may race ot NDRC
meetings only if they T
through one wheel, Obvioushy

¥ commenty
“Straigh .

mil'y
T Of 20t ke

Drag Racing

Club,

ot

“THE WHEEL-SPINNING
power of Britain's fastest
accelerating drag racing bikes
will be in ear-splitting sction at

Santa Pod Raceway on Sunday.
‘when riders compete for points
/ in the MCN Top Bike Drag Rac-

With & £250 first prize in the

championship fo aim for, riders

]l will be blasting down the 440
— -

yards of super-grippy ~tarmac
during the morning qualifying
runs in their efforts to be in the
race for the points.

Fastest man so far this year
has been Keith Pamell, with a
9.48 second dash at the
Blackbushe round of the series.
That set & new strip record for
the Surrey course,

Joint leader with Parmell is
Brian Chapman, winner at

Drag men modify

Mike Hall will be takin,
improve his chances in

its recent blow:up,

steps to
ro Comp
~shortly by fitting the B&J three
ispeed that he has just bought from
|Keith Harvie, Dennis Stone had
joriginally bought the umit from
~ [Harvie's American altered for the
Hemi-Hunter dragster, but follo wing
, & change of plan
has materialised in the Stone camp.

The blown engine from Tee-Rat
will now go in the dragster and
become the first non-Chrysler based
engine to run in Top Fuel in this
country (apart from the Ford "Com-
muter” some years back). With a

back from the spray shop.

Blackbushe and resdy to perform
the| impassible once more as he
wheels out his knee-high 500cc
Vincent “Mighty Mouse",

That “Mousc™ prefers prize
roney to cheese and C an's
previous best time of 9,49

could be shattered in his
ddermination to hold on to his
tion.

Mick Butler's double-engined
_—

best of 7.7s in the old altered the
team are confident of running low
sevens and dipping into the sixes
without too much strain, which as
Dennis Stone said, “won't catch
Priddle, but it will give the rest
something to think about” The
altered now nearing completion Lo
replace “Tee-Rat" will also have a
blown Chev-this being the one from
Harvie's car which has run a 6.9s on
methanol in the US. Hopefully the
dragster will be out this weekend at
Santa Pod, as will the Preeision 7
Tapes Escort that has just come

Butler Special “Hobb-slayer” Jet
him down during the first round,
but at the Pod he will be on his
home track and out to ride the
big 'un to & time better than his
bcs_Il}lof 9.23 seconds.

&L was sel on & slippery
Santa Pod surface at the last
meeting of 1974, so Butler must
be & hot tip 1o put in the fastest
qualifying time and perhaps g0
ome siep nearer to breaking into
the elusive eight-second bracket.

Mick is spending long hours
ettling the bike to carve WAy
fractions of a second that
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- Santa Pod promise quickest runs

can make him Eurppe's first
cight second two wheeler before
fus great rival John Hobbs les
loose 1700ce of Weslake power
in a late-season bid 1o grab some
of the money,

Backing the superstars will
current third place man Derek
Penfold, trying 1o wring enough
power from his 650 Trumph to
break into single figures for the
quarter-mile.

He will be faced with opposi-
tion from Dave Johnson's 1800cc
Routt-Triumph “Savage”, Pete

N
5,
ol
A e ue .

Racing

. rag gwd of

> ?‘ great S cvery
W

‘Do demos, Angus’

FOLLOWING m
in last month'
about Angus Macky
dilemms on wheh,

E Ttjorny of riders at the 1974

after demmmrntion runs. IK'S
L

ad it would be s pity
™t 12 bt people
s Mr Wigmore.

2 two driving wheels
iz OrRENIEng

L
running 2% !
fuel on 80 1 {

South

sson gathering

advaniage in traction

line with the

4

|
1

yet

mith's Hadleigh Custom
Triwmph and the darkest horse
that all the fast men are walching
= it makes progress in the march
townrds the fastest time in the
land — Pete Miller's as yet un-
named 500  Miller-Baskerville
dragster. <

Bike qualifying runs start at
930 am and racing at 12 noon, -
Santa Pod Raceway is near
Fodingion, on
Northants/Beds. border and s
wasily reached from the M)
(Junction 14 from Mewpart
Pagaell) or the A6 trunk road.
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- Butler

~set to

~ break
nine

[WITH times of 9385 and
/8.38s in the early rounds
jof top bike elimination at
|Sunday's Santa Pod drag
race meeting, Mick Butler
blasted out a warning that
he is getting set for a
crack at the nine-second
barrier,

But it was Brian Chap-

n's diminutive 500 cc
incent single that took
he win in a very closé-run
inal.

Chapman hammered the
little Vinnie for all it was
worth, and tripped the win
|light just 9.56s later, with
Butler right behind him at
.19.753 on his twin-engined
11,000 cc Norton.
| Chapman led the guali-
fying at 9.83s, the marn-
ling's session seeing a new
inineaecond runner  when
'Phil Drake pushed his 750
¢e Triumph to a strong
19.89s pass to clinch the
|number two spot,
| First round of com-
| petition -was highlighted by
{Mick Butler's 9.39s run,
[bu; the closest race was
ibetween Ted Dunmow's
\unsupercharged 750 oc
Triomph and Phil Drake’s
Iblown_seven-fifty.

Drake wheelied at “the’

‘halfway mark, and despite
‘keeping the throttle open
he just lost out — 10.16s

(142mph) o  Dunmow's
110,155 (136 mph).

Butler then disposed of
Dunmow in_the first semi-
final, and Brian Chapman
Pruened- 8.52s (149 mph) o
~down- Peter Miller- -who

SO S

sgfor the final i which
Chapman proved that you

ompetition.

"~ Pete Miller's as yet gn. |

el un- |
ed 900 Minu»nufwuh Bl
ster. 3 o
ike qualifying runs star ar
am and racing at 12 noon.
a8 Pod Raceway is mear”

lington, on
hants/Beds. border and -
y reached from the Mj
ction 14 from  Newpory -
ell) or the A6 trunk road,

and is &

don't have to run hig
ngines to win in topi

Santa Pod

THE one-day event at Santa Pod
|last weekend was a minor affair
nol too well atiended by erowds or
eniranis, and with only one car
running in Funny Car and Top
Fucl, il undersiandably lacked
something. But the two cars that
did run put on their usual good
show, with Allan Herridge in
‘Stardust” doing & 6.93s at 207
| mph, a speed he has only bettered
* | once with a 210 mph run last year,
The expected debut of Dennis
Priddie’s new Funny was delayed

lll .
| Top Fuel was to have seen the
|debut of the Stone team’s blown
‘Hemi-Hunter", Tor the team has
decided to run in Pro Fuel by
replacing  their recently demised
| injected engine with the blown 427
from the ‘Tee Rat' altered.
Unfortunaicly ihe Lenco gearbox
|proved unable to cope with the
\extra strain as it broke on the
{fire-up roflers.
With the continued
improvement of the D. B. Motors
dragster in Top Dragster. the gap
between the (wo classes gets
smaller every week, with Kevin
Burrows knocking on the door of a
seven se run in the
rear-cngined Chevy 1o the tune of
8.07s a1 180mph. although in the
Lend an iced-up throttle stopped him

wirom running the final against Par
[ running e oo oA

Stardust

Cuss's short-wheelbase 354
Chrysher rail which, although a bit
slow at the bottom end mt the
moment, is showing very good
form with a winning speed of 161
mph in 9.7s

To prove the point that it is the
start that counts, Dawe Page,
despite being nearly 20 mph slower
with his 427 Chev Senlor Comp
car, running petrol instead of
methanol or nitro, still ran quicker
times with the car's meteoric
*launch’ terminating in a best of
9,35, This held him-to-wm-afi three
runs against Bob Deichen's 4.6
Daimler  altered i

Other wins of note came from
Bob Messent, unbeatable as ever
with *Stripteaser” at 1085 10 | 1.8s
over Pete Skinner's Jag- powered
Falcon. and Brian Monday, who
has established as tight a grip on
Junior Comp with his Jag/T as
Messent has in Middle with his
Jag/Minivan. Monday's time was a
guick 11.8s at 118 mph.

Dennis Wheatley 1ook Top
Street again with his 440 Charger
at 13.3s/100 mph over Jim
Camaro it 15.4s: B7 mph, whlst
newcomer Jim Kirk took
SuperStreet with his 340 TVR
when Al O'Connor had  trouble
keeping his Chev/Pop on the

ground. 1
JLT.D.

Sports extra

|I}rane confirms form

drag ri

stances — as the
prove — there were som
Perhaps of most signif]
{the two times set by

lerably higher

Although Santa Pod's meeting of
cing on Sunday couldn’t be
termed brilliant under any circum-
rowd figures must

| Confirming his earlier form this year,
Crane put in two runs of 6.43s/213
h and 6.405/219 mph, with consi-
rminal speeds than
al. Crane’s Hunter Plastics

contender

the throitle slides.

te another 6.4s run

vagouui

sponsored rail was the only top fuel

Trevor Young was having his
second meeting with Revolution 3
and improved a whole seond on his
previous best with & 73s. Kevin
Burrows in the DB rail set up a
record for the fastest ever run in an
unsupercharged car with an 8.07s at
180 mph although his final run was
terminated when the nitro iced up
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/ Jim Reynolds looks at a triple engined Triumph 7

male flyer. Jaoques had o single-
engined Triomph last year,
A & dowbie: one plus two

eals ihree, 50 that's what e
e
Trumph dragsier rejociny
title Chanot of the Gods

n the

A long faced John Todman ex-
plaired the reasoming behind the
creatian; “With three engines giv
ing about 400 bhp and an all-up
weight of sbout 520 Ibs, we sbould
have & betier power-to- weight ratio
thar Rum Collins' triple Honda
And with three crankshafts spin-

ming. the Md-range torque thould

be very g

His face grows longer — "The
trowbie d, we've spent abowt £ 1800
of our own money and now we're
Nt broke =

The three engines are conmected
by Ared Square Foar gears and are
mounted i one-pitce engine plates
for grester mrengih than the usual
collection of bits and picces of
dural. Cylinder hesds will be

o the engine plates by
bolts rumning from the dural cross
pieces on the cylinder hesd down
1o the plstes.

engines al & boost | Biba above at-
level. But only 50 per
cemt of the fuel load will pass via
the bigwer — the remainder wll be
mpecied through nozzles into the
mlet ports. As Joho Todman e
plains: “This way we'll be abie to
meter the foed more sccarately,
even under hard scceleration”

Qe of the most interesting rems
Ehail the two Johns have spent their
money on i 8 high spesd “lean ou
vadve,” 1o bleed excess fuel out of
the injectors and back to the tank
a5 the engines begin to rev really
hard Most bikes rus  drastically

Ametican racers cafl the
End*

All this power has o be used
properly, so the transmission
S¥Mem i3 @ genuine Tom
Christenson two-speeder and
dipper clusch. That package con
quite & bit. As Join T, Eraphically
ol it: A bankrupicy price of
750"

Using & modified Rambier car
ovendrive umit, the twoy
Bves a lop ratio 30 per cent higher
than the first gear

Rear rubber has 10 be big
enough 1o cope with a It of power
|r|ln|ru(wb:|pnn|-1yu|
wmoke all (5 way up the quarer-
mile, 50 an § inch wide M and H
shick keeps the rear wheel and its
Dave Harper hub off terra firma
Chain line was & problem uatil &
coutershall war mounted Bekind
the “gearbox”, waking drive from
the lefl to the rght-hand sde.

Frame was designed by the
team mates, from Iéwwg | and |/3
inch tubing. Having got the beast
moving. sioppiag schould not be &
great problem. with arcraft qualsty
dural disc: brakes at front wnd rear,

Noron Interstate forks up at the
sharp end carry a Tomy Fosle
magnewum wheel, but the wheel is
bare! It's bare because there's juk

“We oed help to meet the cont
of thepainting, a1 and

conncting gears and i i
=" the tell ne, We 'l need some
oW lemthen foo?
“We've lat a0 mugh !
ing and wrryirg that ow o
doa't fit § mosl™

They have hat a-bot of help from
some pood friga already. Froend
like Jim Vire, @1 and R Moton of

* errific gy, they add
i Chis i b oot e

)

Wirmbiedon have s .
over-rich at the op end of the Krip,  no more money (s the kitty snd the -T ol
mmw:hp‘::rv«mmed Jacques/Todman parinersftipnescs 1o of cagoe e And D1
ficiency provided by the special a Fairy Godfather to belp thesn  Screws whe
valve, “Chariod of the Gods™ with » few bits to get the bike  OuK Guantitied f : -
shoaid be living up to its oame and  finished amd give the drag fass a '_:ﬂﬂ-kilﬂ -3_'. o [‘c;;lux
o i T r—k ENDING 10 MAY 1575

Street hikes: out
of the doldrums

s, Spomsoes include Dixon Fac ' Snd four Keibin earbs Gear
ét‘:m"}ﬁ.s"h::”{u ';"”:h. ng. Gull, AGV, Michelin  Box Iy fited with close 1o

tis Demorlohe’ and Dresds. Most' Dresda internals, Rew N i
class where developmen important is the backing byl NeL ot 8500 with et
really shooting ahaad. Dave Dixon whe has peepare m.— berween 6,000 and the
With the loss of Dave Raw- 2 Yoshimurs power

Future  developments  in
elude a new frame from Colin

ling ‘and his 850 Morton (o Fuirly scresming down the  Seeley which will aliow fitting

Bk b3 8 replic
fosd racing  Hondas have OGN eagine,

ok quarter, the machime set & of the Yoshimura tumed ex-

Im-; “";r"l‘lnlnl come wp Mnocks out shour 90 bhp 0@ time of 1085 seconds /118 hausy system
e B Specificationg include Day- = mph last yesr and bots Rewill The bike is still streetable

b total :‘;f:;'uniur' for tona cum, gvesslay Sarml and Siaad Divon looking for I8 eusrent form — Terry hay-

pistan kit, Yoshimurs

ng n fact spent a bt of
lime travelling up and down
e M4 motorway to loosen
up the gearbox amd cngine
Twenly seven  years ol
Rewill was introduced to drag
racing with 3 Fist 134 Coupe,
But his enthusiasm for b
was obwious — calling b
Car “Vive Aga’ Switching in
the bike class, he first roce u
750 Honda (the basis of his
current  machime)l Me then certainky t f
Qoed an 830 Norom  Nest  Triumph, which proved b
came o threeffty Kawasaki,
before Revill finally rebuily the
Honda

Terry has mo illusions about
Imw"zhcnlh! will be con
sistenly Lo winn the sireet
class this year and should
haye himsell o mew  mount

ore the end of the year
Power will come from & bi
bare asakl, with all the
best Yoshimurs goodier
There are three Hondas cur-
rently terrorising the strips at
the top of the sereet di

nd the second i Chris Rus
sedl' Hadleigh - sponsared
bike. Afier two Yo racing
& supercharged 750 ce Tri
umph street machine and get
ting down (o & best of 1153
secondi/ 11Smph, be now rides

Ldice  four which ran__pi

Honda

his  potent  Sl2cc

T i

Newtomes o the Sﬁo: Bike class ths yeor, Ales Neal

twelve pecoads un
way fo = impres
with & best ren of 1173
Ti7mph af the BDR &
S

, bui don’
Brister with hi
-

and Russell
names &0

hag angined 8
determined fo bre
ehevens Alsc, (
showing  sigey of

o
ment wiih yei snodhit Honds

jomg ag this chins was
i the dobdrems chrough iow

One of the top thres in the Street Bies class this
£ o " 2P 00 his Hadlsigh}




Hobbs" 1700 for pogq

\EUROPE'S fastest quarter miler
John Hobbs hopes to have his new
1700cc double- Weslake in action
| this weekend for the three day drag
race meeting at Santa Pog
Raceway in Bedfordshire,

But there will be no time lo test
|the bike before firing it up on Sun-

1000ce  Bygjep s

fe T opecial
scconds) Ir!n:. chdcn's g‘.g;
I_num}ah (9.35 gec e

conds) ; :
hapman’s 500 v ) 40 Brian

days.

Stree ke Cl: =
I'da)-. Even if Hobbs can only per- cet Bike Class “r:]lt: ?JE finc of
jform demonstration runs there will das ridden by Aley H ]15 Hon
|be a galaxy of drag racing stars to scllcaﬁ Terry
contest the prize money and beat the DenseJube'Kafas;hL o
\provide neck and neck racing. Mick Butler angd the 830 N s '
|  Keith Pamnel's 750 Triumph of phil By bl

ister and pe
(8-29_seconds) Mick Butler's _Sharp, " 2 '§
conds) Mick Butler's _Sharp,

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE™s Santa
Pod Raceway hosts Britain's first
ever threeday Drag Race meeting
uver Spring Bank Holiday
weekend. The £10.000 prize fund
has pulled in a top class entry and
nght at the centre of the action will
\be the atlempts by Dennis Priddle
cand Peter Crane to set the first
fqu.‘lm‘r mile under six seconds in
this country. Priddle has already
made a run in 6.04s this vear and
 he must start favourite to do a 250
mph run and smash the six second
harner. -
Liz Burn's recent accident in
which her car was spectacularly
written off has put her out for this
weekend. but Roz Prior will be
there upholding the ladies” honours. ¥
Practice takes place on Saturday

® Phil Elson's dramatic improve-
ment at Santa Pod continued with a
|two out of three victory over Mike
| Hall, with a best run of 8 6s from his
blown 392, though it should be said
that Hall's three-speed equipped car
{morning with racing from 15.00 on was runming straight rnrc»‘_hano:. but
{Saturday aftermoon and  all day the three runs were all very close

Sunday and Monday 5 - and just the stuff for fuel Taltered
P e e
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JCHOLIDAY WEEKEND
MAY 24-25-26

Y _SANTA POD RACEWAYT®
*\‘ = TRACK RECORD
DFORD 781676 s E.T.6.04 SECONDS

N BY DENNIS PRIDDLE

ENQUIRIES SPR. BE

QUALIFYING & PRACTICE
SAT. INCLUDING ALL THE
TOP FUEL CARS AT £1.00,
- £8 | SUN/MON £1.50 PER
DAY, PADDOCK AND
STAND ENCLOSURE 50p

DISCOUNT THREE-DAY
TICKET £4.00 .
INCLUDING PADDOCK B
PASS

: ALAN HERRIDGE ~ DRIVING EUROPE'S TOP §

e CIBE N v FUNNY CARS, FASTEST
AT. THE STONES TEAM  DRAGSTERS. AND '

AMPLE CAMPING AREA  DENIS PRIDDLE WHEELIE CARS,

CAR PARKS FREE ROY PHELPS OUTSIDE THE STATES.
ORGANISEDBY THE  RON PICARDO

BOR & HRA
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Without doubt the biggest news of
the weekend at Santa Pod centred
yet again on Pete Crane's Top Fuel
entry, for although Dennis Priddle’s
new Funny car also made its British
debut, this had been expected, the
car having run a strong 7.6s in
Sweden the weekend before.

Crane’s bombshell to the drag
racing world nestled just behind his
shoulders in the shape of an all
% aluminium Milodon engine of some
% 500 cubic inches. This is based on
the late model 426 Chrysler Hemi as
opposed to the early 392 that the
Donovan ally engine is fashioned
after. After one warm-up run Crane
unleashed a 6.17s run to show that

1e_was serious in the race for a
: second run, but later runs on
Sunday were troubled by clutch
problems of minor nature that kept
him in the low sixes.

Other entries included Owen
Hayward, who spun a bearing in the
Houndog rail and was unable to
make a hard on the first day,
Ron Picardo in ‘Firefly’ who went
very well to record a 7.3s against
Dave Stone in the blown Hemi-
Hunter, which was embarrassed by
1a surplus of power leading to

wheelies and other alarming antics
~ until the team got the clutch and
- ballast situation headed in the right
- | direction with a 7.7s run.
_Priddle’s funny car made its first
timed run on Sunday with a
blistering 7.03s at 198 mph, rival
Owen Hayward in the Houndog

Sports extra

Dennis Priddle gave his new funny car its British debut this weekend.

- [Crane’s magic mill

the fuel tank sprang a leak on the
first burn-out. Allan Herridge ran a
69s with the Stardust funny en
route to the first day's final, when it
was Priddle’s turn for bad luck when
his supercharger drive belt broke
just as he was staging, leaving
Herridge with a perfect 6.8s blast to
win.

With one of the biggest entries
this year, there was plenty of
interesting racing going on all day,
with cars grouped together in time
brackets irrespective of class. Out-
standing runs here came from
‘Stripteaser’ yet again, driver Bob
Messent getting the car down to
10.2s at 128 mph to beat Gerry
Andrews in the Stone team's Escort
Chev. He had earlier run a 10.5s, but
in the vital final, slowed to a 10.8s
when a bearing worked its way out
of the back of the gearbox. This run
from the Jag powered Minivan
regained the team’s status as
quickest Jaguar powered car from
Allan Sharpe’s V12 dragster.

Dave Page and Phil Elson met
again, with Page's carburated car
taking the first of three runs with a
best ever 9.27 to 9.29s from the
blown car, while Elson turned the
tables for the next run at 9.35s to
9.5s, the last also going to Elson: 8.7s
to 9.5s.

Mike Hall returned to the
8-second range with his ‘Shutdown’
altered with the B&J three-speed
fitted, but lost his final race against
the incredible blown 2.5 Daimler rail

of Carpenter and Anderson, who hit

~ funny having to cut the motor when
= < - —

a stunning B.6s to 8.7s for Hall's big
6.3 Chrysler.

The second day's racing was what
everyone was looking forward to —
could Crane make history with a
five-second run, could Dennis
Priddle get his new funny into the
sixes and beat the two big American
cars?

The answer to the first question
was no, for Crane's form deserted
him again, and although he ran
consistently through the day, he
could not match the 6.17s time of
Sunday. His first run was against
Dave Stone in the HemiHunter rail,
but disaster nearly struck Stone as
he fired up, a stone jammming the
throttle open as he approached the
end of the fire up road at sixty miles
an hour. With one hand on the
brake desperately trying to stop, he
had to let go of the wheel to kill the
ignition, and the front offside wheel
caught the barrier, stopping the car
with, luckily, only minor damage to
the front axle. Crane soloed to a 6.7s
at 203 mph. Ron Picardo won the
second semi-final after the lights
malfunctioned, but Owen Hayward
in the Houndog car was still
unhappy with the crank in the
expensive engine, so was not too
sorry about missing a hard run. In
the final Ron nearly came to grief
against the crash barrier, the big
‘Firefly’ kicking up clouds of dirt as
he trailed Crane through to 6.6s 210
mph to 8.8s. It seems more or less
certain that a five will come soon,
but it obviously takes more than a
little luck as well to get everything

just right.
But the answer to the other
question was yes, for Priddle

unleashed an arrow-straight
6.96s5/187 mph against Peter Barnet
in the Pro-Comp Castrol funny.

Herridge beat Hayward in a
thrilling race that started with a
three-foot wheelie for Herridge, but
he kept on it and got past Hayward
at the finish with a 7.06s run,
Hayward not getting a time.
Hayward was not finished though.
for on a later run to decide third
place he hit a 6.9s after controlling a
slide onto the dirt that lasted half
the strip!

For the final, the tension was at
fever pitch, both Herridge and
Priddle loaded for bear and laying
down vast clouds of smoke, two
burn-outs each. At the green both |
cars pulled their wheels clear, but
poor Dennis came down slightly
crooked and had to shut down as he
headed for the fence, with Herridge
powering through to a 7.02s at 204,

It was a shame that a great two
days' racing should have ended like
this, but there’s always next time,
and Priddle will be more eager thar

evertowin, _____ o

B e e



