WHAT a finc collection of peo-
ple drag racers are. Pele
Miller's EIf Special suffered a
rare misfortune st Santa Pod
recently, when a seal in the fusel
tap gave up and the blower
slowly filled with fael as Pete
awaited his next race.

On the starting rollers, there
was no obvious trouble o be
seen, but neat fucl was pouring
from the exhaust pipes as the
engine turned over, 50
spannerman  Ray Baskerville
gave Pete the “thumbs down”
and the bike was taken back
home for a strip-down. They
found that the fuel had
hydrauliced in the engine,
bending one of the Weslake
connecting rods. Weslake rods
are aid to be unbendable, 0
the home-made motor must be
mighty strong to withstand &
Joad that bends an unbendable
rod!

Pete tried everywhere 10
locate another rod, -but there,

Spare the rod !

were none available. So Jeff
Byne, his own double-Morgo
Triumph still not ready for ac:

tion, let Pete have one of his.

own four precious rods and the
Miller-Baskerville ensemble

Double

WHO says there's an economic
erisis? Mot in drag racing, it
seemis. with news of another
wo riders in the process of
gathering bits together for
double-engined racers.

Tony Wreeden, not content
with owning the fastest
accelerating 500 in the world, is
planning 2 1,000cc double-
Triumph to replace “Blue Ron-
do”, a bike that has run a best
time of 9.35 seconds,

Tony has another engine and
blower already and hopes o

have all the bits together by the

v

IN ENGLAND, there are a
rash of riders trying out new
ideas im two-speed tran-
smissions and slider clutches,

bike has two 1700cc

Ouch! The Jerry Cox/Dave Ca
whacks Dave on the rump as

heads for the horizon at [rwinda
Harley engines and @

ntial if the chains stay together.

son's Norton “Hogslayer™.

But in America, they are
moving on to the next stage of
development. Torque conver-

PETE'S BREAKTHROUGH

BIGGEST grin in the
Snetterton paddock during the
recent two-day evenl was on
Pete Smith’s face.

Pete had ridden his 730
Hadleigh Custom ~ARE-
Triumph into the nines in prac-
tice with & stylish 9.89 run and_

a termirial speed of 142 mph.
Then he backed it up with 9.83
at 147 mph.

Pete has been trying to gel
that Triumph to go that way
ever since he spent last winter
sleeping in the garage with the

_P-il.ﬂ.—____-—__--

| cure -
| TrRexeur
e

mpos sheds its rear chain and
he brasks the light beam and
le Raceway, California. The
ight-second

were back in business

Which leaves Jeff Byne with
a problem — three connecting
rods, and four cylinders for the
new bike! Like | said , . - nice
peaple, ¥

dealing

winter. As Tony said: “Il the
500 will do that sort of speed, &
double must be good for the
eights.”

Not that the 500 represents a
lot of money. The engine is a
1957 Tiger 100, with a three-
piece crank thal knowledgeable
people say just won't stand
high revs without breaking.

Four years ago Tony had the
second-hand - crank lightened
and balanced by ex-MCN cor-
respondent Phil Manzano and
wenl racing. He revs that little
Triumph up to 10,000 rpm on
almost every run and has clock-
ed a best terminal speed afier
440 yards of L35 mph, but it
just won't break.

The other double will be a

‘iwice 500 Triumph from

Bletchley rider Roger Forsythe.
Roger runs a very neat 500,
“Alter Ego.™ Best time to date
is 1260, using carburettors
only and straight methanol for
fuel. A regular runner in the
Middle Bike category, Roger's
neat riding and a bike that is
well prepared and reliable
should be enough to get him
into the resolts.

ONE STEP BEYOND

all influenced by Tom Chisten-

1ors in the reay hub are one way
of getting the go on the ground;
another is to adapt a spmow-
mobile bell transmission with
expanding pulleys.

Guy Leaming is using just
such & unit on his petrol-
burning single engined Harley
and has put in runs in the nine-
sccond bracket.

And to connect two or three
engines together, there are 2
variety of solutions to the
breakage problem on the
American scene. Russ Collins’
triple Honda, with some
3.000ce of nitro-burning twelve
cylinders to keep in harmony.
uses a toothed rubber belt. The
same type of belt is used on
Terry Vance's double-Honda
that has run a best time of 8.93
seconds on petrol. Strong stufTl

Latest double-Harley to hit
the American strips is a brutal
looking device from the Jerry
Cox/Dave Campos team. Cam-
pos previously owned and ran
one of the prettiest bikes in
competition and was a regular
eight-sccond man with just one
of the Milwaukee twins to
provide the poke.

Now he has a lot of power.
The new bike was running at
last year's Bomneville Speed
Week and clocked speeds in the
200 mph bracket .

... and men and

BANBURY rider Tony Marsh
is being backed by Duckhams
Oil and local dealer Dave Rob
bins this year ... British Drag
Racing and Hot Rod Associa-
tion will be puiting on a show
of drag racing machinery at the
third Cyclo 73 show at Jericho
Farm, Cassington, Oxon, on
Sunday, June 22. Cassington
is eight miles west of Oxford,
jon the A40 ... Latest recruit to
{Team Castrol is giant killer
Brian Chapman, current leader
in the MCN Top Bike Cham-
pionship ... Ron Cheeseman
has & home-made rotary iniet
valve on the 250 Montesa
engine of his racer ... Welsh
| rider Ron Hughes won the Mid-
| dle Bike class at his first visit to
| Santa Pod on May 11: should
| please sponsor Alan Terry.
boss of Terison Engincering
| and the enginecring brains
behind the old Duncan Hock-
| ing world record holder ...
| Superfresh Catering, purveyors
| of doughnuts at Santa Pod and
Snetterton, are backing Feie
k@ill:r‘n EIf Special this year

... Dutch Kawasaki importer
Henk Vink sent two mechanics
over to Danny Johnson's
Carolina speed shop o lzarn
the tricks of the eight second
trade. Two bikes for Henk this
year, trying (o be the fastest in
Europe ... Jobn CIilt is being
sponsored by Shoei Helmet im-
poriess Interpart Sales Lid. . ..
Three days of thrills at the
Spring Bank Holiday Santa
Pod meeting. Qualifying on
Saturday and racing Sunday
and Monday . .. Sid Austin has
fitted a Morgo 750 conwersion
on his latest “Savage” As he
said, “It's the best” ... Neat
pew Honda from Birmingham
rider Paul Eastbury uses a 500-
4 engine, running on petrol ufi-
til Paul gets used to the switch
from a Starmaker 250 to the
four-pot four stroke. Very neat
magneto conversion by Paul

. Sprinting veteran Basil
Keys has bought the ex Peie
Miller 500 Triumph that ran
9.56 seconds in its hey-day ...
Keith Parnell, fastest man this
year so far, is to fit a Pete

Mfilien/iay  askervile SRoer .
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under-8s run

!'I HE BRITISH Drag Racing
lind Hot-rod Association is
prganising 2 one-day drag
iace event st Santa Pod
;nceuuu on Sunday, June 8.

1

| Keith parnell's recent 9.03
seconds fun has really added
Lpice lo ‘the race for the
first European eight-second
run by a non-American.

* Motor

Cyele “-sponsored
* Hobbit " after recent s
test session for initial sort-
ing out, The hike was pre-
vented from competing afl
Whitsun with a last-minute
delay=with engings.

Mick Butl Tony Wee:
Jen, Brian Chapman and
most of the other top UK
riders will be on hand to

! John Hobbs should be
‘making his_debut un _the
(matnE —

Mhe weather at the weekend at
Santa Pod was the dominant feature;
+¢ once the sun shone hard all day,
ad with a small entry and small
crowd, the racing was a Imost a side
show

Only two Top Fuel cars, those
driven by Pete Crane and Ron
Picardo were on hand, with Crane as
usual continuing his quest fora five.
But he made only Lwo full power
runs, the first being spoilt again by @
piece of papet blowing through the
lights and preventing any times
heing recorded. The second and final
run of the day netted i 6.7s, and
wisps of clutch smoke at the top end
showed that the team have still o
get the right combination.

frer debuting his rebuilt Camaro
Pre Stock at Whitsun, Gary Goggin
was out again for a serious attempt
at the nines, running three rounds
against Steve Osment-Petrie’s stea-
dily improving ‘Easy Ridin' Camaro.
Gagy won the first with a 10.8s rumn,
and the second round with a strong
10.1s. very close to his best ever,
while Petrie got into the 11s with a
solid 11 65 — some way to 20 wet, but
his best yet by far.

For the third and last run, the two
staged together and did simultan-
eous burn-outs, and suddenly it was
1973 again and the hay day of
Pro-Stock - action, the remaining
crowd loved it, and so at last it looks
as {f the new Pro-Stock circus is
getting together for the second half
of the season. Gary powered away
convincingly on the green. the whine
of the gear drive cam sounding clear
above the roar of the engine. but his
time was slower this run, 1035 w
11 65 again. But it appeared to have

t the end of his cluch &t the
ish — a brand new twin plate one

at that.

Garyﬁagglﬂ (right) heads a thundering Pro S_:och Cam

provide stiff competition in
the Top Bike eliminator.

eather wins at the Pod

Middle Competition remained the
best supported class of all, with ten
cars entered, but having recovered
from the temporary emba rrassment
of actually having to pull out with
mechanical failure at Whitsun, Bob
Messent took “Stripteaser’ through
several rounds with 10.8s
consistency to an 10.55 win in the
final over Kevin Harvey's smart
Chevy powered vauxhall, which
came very close to a 10 early in the
elimination, but broke on the ling in
the final.

Pat Cuss continued to show
improvement in Top Dragster with -
his short wheelbase car thal every-
one said would never work, run-
ning two 8.6s runs before throwing it

away in the final to John Siggery
with a red light. Siggery, who
dominated the class with his. 321
Oldsmobile three years ago, now has
2371 motor, but has yet 1o get the
car running on its old 8 second form,
and won this final by coasting
through with a dead engine at about
thres mph!

Dave Page and Phil Elson found -

thetmselves together again in the
ahsence af any gpposttion, only this
time Page had 2 half second start on
the blown car, losing the first round
with a red light. Elson shut down
with a steering failure that was
quickly remedied for the second
round which went to Page. The third
alsp went to Page’s Chevy, but Elson
nearty made it with anather 8,75 run.

But the real highlight of the day
was in the motorbike division, where
Keith Parnell became the first
person outside America to run an
%.hitting B.93s on his 7aGice Triumph,
an achievement that was applauded

by all competitors, not just his own

two wheeled opponents.
aro battle.

|
|

|
_|THE beautiful weather
|overshadowed all else on Sunday
being far more conducive io
collapsing on the grass than
working on hot engines, and with a
‘small entry, the whole allair was
‘rather relaxed and pleasant.
Pete Crane was out again to try
tfor his longed for five, but only
made two runs, and didn’t get a
time on the first. Both were against
an Picardoe in “Firefly™, wivo got
a hit necar the edge in the braking
area o the fiest run and was lost to
view in dust for a time. On the
second he had to cut the motor on
the line, as Crane had done earlier
when the rear mainscal sprang a
feak on his - Milodon. Crane's
second timed run netted a 6, 7s.
_InTop Dragster Pat Cuss looked
like sewing up the class with some
startfingly good runs from his 354
Hemi -powered dragster, but red-lit
lin the final against John Sipgery’s
1371 Oldsmobile. He had carlier run
an 8.65 to beat Paul Jones®
|ex Ringsall ~*Taxi™ In the final
Siggery ran through with a dead
engine, having yet 1o find his
| winning form of a few years ago.

The Pro-Stock scene started to

ilook up again after a lean tme with
|Gary Goggin and " Steve Petrie
putting on a good show in their
‘Camaros. Goggin's immaculately
-prepared car ran & 10.18s against
Petrie on the second of the three
| runs — very near his best ever,

In the other classes. Bob Messent
won as usual in Middle Comp with
a 10.5s run. beating Kevin Harvy.
who broke on the line afier running,
some good 1115 earlicr in his
Chév/Vauxhall altered that looks

Crane's relaxed win

almost identical 1o Skilton's new
Funny, In Junior, Barry Sheavils
won in the perennial Jag-powered
»\usugc? “Stagecoach™ that must
now be one of the i
i oldest surviving
Senior and Top were si
i L
entries again, with Page anlﬂ dE?::;:
again running together, with a hall
sccond handicap for Page's
unb]o\m\_ car, The next time out
Elson will have 4 Capri body and
run in Funny Car as the popular |
Pro Comp class has been adopted||
by he BDR & HRA i vel now -
an fown nitro mos ¢
allowed. ey
“iljlo_hn Lcdstcrkcominueu his
inning ways, taking Top Stre
with his 389 Mustang now gu'mqg
better than ver with low 125 runs,
Tgﬂst A1dC:tConnar knocked on the
) second door 1o take Sy
with 11.05 i
Lastly, Keith Parnell was hero of
the day on his Triumph 750 bike,
becoming the first Briton to run an
cight at_8.93s on the way 1o
winning Top Fuel Bike 5

SR
1.1,



Sports extra

Wroughton’s big weekend

st Internati
the season this ke
Wroughton looks like being the
biggest vet for the spart, with well
200 entries received a week
he event, At least 18 of these
will come from Europe, mostly
|Sweden, courtesy of TOR Line, who
largely unheralded have backed the
richest championship yet in Drag
racing in Europe. the four -round
| Funny Car championship at £1.000
per round
hev will get their money’s W
this weekend with the first ever § car
all funny-car field Representing the
UK will be Dennis Priddie’s Donovan
v - Clive Skilton's Donovan
ﬂ;ﬁiﬁ, guh‘lnd Pratt’s 392 Scimi-
il!-‘lr and Liam Churchill's wild 392
Capri, which is a cert for longest
burn-out awards on past showings.
| Leading the Swedich contingent is
Hazze Frome. whose Capri now
sports a ground-shaking Garlits
built motor of no less than 520 cubic
mches-nearer 3 litres than 8!
Backing up this fearsome device is
Bjorn Arlﬁcn?snn with _his 382 Opel
Manta, Leif Dabach's 480 Chev
Volve and the Canon Cameras
Tovota, also Chevy powered
For ance the Top Fuel battle will

Anderson now has a 426 Heml ln his

rail, which should propel the car into
the sixes this year. Roz Prioy and
Trevor Young are the other entrants
in this class

The 208 Pro Comp championship
and MCN bike championship both
have well supported rounds at the
event, with Holl, Burrows, Barmett,
Cuss and Rowat confirmed so [ar in

entries in
a GMC blow:

Kawasaki
Other foreign entries include such

well known names as Anders Lantz
and Gunne Backe with the famous
Hemi-Jeep and 'Gas-Rat’ altereds
respectively promising the Page
brothers a Stff run im Senior. If_ump_
Apart from Gunne Backe's Pro
Stock, several streel cars, md.‘l.ud:ng.r
a 4 cylinder Volvo that nunsin the 12
second range, will fill out the entry
With practice starting at 1'0’ clock
on Saturday, adm is £1 on the
First day, with Sunday's short qu ali-
fying session and racing costing
£1.50, Camping facilities have been
arranged, and the meeting,
promaoted by European Dragways ks
being held with the co-operation of
the Roval Navy, who will doubtless

be glad to sign you up to see the

take a back seat to-all this, but Jnhn_ﬁid___‘_,---‘

EUROPEAN DRAGWAYS present

INTERNATIONAL DRAG RACING

SUNDAY, JUNE 15 (practcs and gualitying from midday, Sat 14}
5!

Roval Nawal Air Yard, Wroughion. W

INDON
ity (WA Exit 15]. by knd permission of the Reyal Navy
-

!

TORIJE FUNNY CAR CHAMPIONSHIP

EIGHT FUNNY CARS ENTERED
Admazson inChores spec

FIRST TIME IN UK 1 .
et snslowrs, s and paddock. CHILOREN ADS(TTED FREEN

Endrees trom Sweden and Holland

GATES OPEN 8 am
Thin replaces the Siwsewiona Meating.
Organised by the NATIONAL DRAG RACING CLUA

Tha prometers and peganisen feserve e rg

b1 10 cancel or aliar the whila or part of the mesting
pethout potoe

Funny Cars a.
Wroughton

ITHE second

round of the

prestigious Tor Line Funny Car

Championship
Wroughton
Cwindon, this
n ey

Their

drivers. Frome s the one

Nav

eaded by Denmis Priddle
Skilton.

takes place at
Yard, near

end and has

nd

Donovan-powered
ined in the UK tcam by
Il and Pran in their Capri
tar. OF the four Swedish

that

Priddle will have to watch if he is
w win in front of his home erowd.

Apart lrom the Fu

will be a full
Dirag

Racing

¢ Cars their

et programme for all
=
bakes, with practi

sgs, - including
rwd gualifying

’LE Saturday and racing on Sunday

SportingScene

DENNIS PRIDDLE
more of less unbea si ihe
| moment and despite the fact that
he was the slowest qualifier for the
weekend's Tor Line Funmy Car

round at ugh
having arrived late, he just made &
quick pass to get in the elimination
and most people wonld have put
money on the blue Avenger at the
end of Saturday’s practice.

Clive Skilton was quickest at
7.58s, but tailed off from then on
with a rather weak sounding

.mbgme, with Hazze Fromm next at

03s. Fromm's Swedish Capri
sports a 520 cubic inch Hemi built
| by Don Garlits. Next up was Liam
Churchill, going well with, his 392
powered Capri, then Bjorn
Anderson’s Opél, Leif Dabach’s

Volvo and Roland Prati’s new
Avenger-bodied car, the Scimitar
body having been dropped because
of unfavourable serodynamics at
high speed.

_The country has never seen so
many Funny Cars lined up to run
to start the racing and all eyes were
on the start as Skilton took the first
run with a 7.9s.

Priddle was next sgainst
Churchill, whose car sounded
better than ever and initially
looked as if it might even do the
trick. But Priddle was having none
of that and found enough bite 1o
make his extra power tell and
thundered past at 190 mph in 8.23s
o 8.35 at 150 mph. With one home

~| entry eliminated by another, it was

now the turn of one Swede o beat
another, and it came easily for
Dabach when Fromm sprang a
leak from the oil filter during a
rather promising burn-out from the
huge engine. So Dabach’s Voivo
Chev slowed to an 8.7s as the
marshals hurriedly mopped up the
spilt oil. Roland Prawt was the
unfortunate ane who had to run in
that lane, and try as he might to
stay clear of it, he got onto the
cement dust and had a hairy ride
past mid distance when he got the
car sorted out and overhauled
|Anderson’s Opel which had just
inosed in front. Pratt's winning time
was 8.043 at 177 mph to 8.25s

" Almost an hour later as planned

‘the second rounds started, with
“Skilton and Priddle the  first
\pairing. By now Priddle knew the
jtrack and made sure of the start by
{thundering away from Skilton to a
(resounding T.I4s at 196 mph.
(Other people may have been
thaving  traction pr s, but he
{knew what to do about it. Sweden's
|remaining hope, Leif Dabach thea
Afelt the might of Roland Prartt's
392, his big Chevy being unable to
Eﬂig off the Chrysler at 8.21s to
5.

Pride dominate

_ For the final, Skilton was sitting
in his car in case cither driver
should have trouble and have io
pull out, and as juck would have it
that was just what happened, for
the extra nitro they had put in
Pratt’s car for the vital run proved
too muth as the inlet manifold
gasket blew out. With Priddle
already running Skilton fired up to
give him a run - not to win, but
just for revenge. Priddle's answer
Wis an even more Stul'-ﬂiﬂs fun at
6.94s, 204 mph 1o a slowng B.95 for
poor Clive,

A run-off for third place had
earlier gone to Bjorn Anderson
over Liam Chutchill with 2 7.7s m
as Churchill had had to shut down
with an engine problem when the
wo cars were level

Top Fuel went to Trevor Young
easily, Roz Prior breaking her axle
on the first run. Young's first time
was a 7.2s at 202 mph, and his
second, solo pass & 7.1s at 208
mph, 0 it shouldn't be long before
the country had another six second
runner.

Pro Comp was won by James
Rowat at his first attempt. his new
154 Chev-powered dragster having
only appeared once before this
year with the new big engine. He
led qualifying with an cfficient
looking 9.1s ahead of such
established runners as’ Cuss, Hall,
Barnet and Burrows, none of
whom were running as well as
usual. In the final Hall lost oil
pressure in his transmission and
couldn't run, luckily for Rowat
whiose own transmission failed him
a hundred yards out, although he
coasted through to win with a 26s
time!

Possibly the most popular win of
the day ouside Funny Car was in
Senior Comp, where Clive Page
faced @ strong Swedish threat from
Bengt Staffberg and Anders Lantz.
All three cars were Chevy
powered, with the Swedes injected
and Page's on carburettors, but
Page cracked a head on Seturday,
and was hoping it would hold up all
day, It did, particulerly for the final
run, for after staying in the tens all
day, Page exploded off the line
against  Lantz’s  Americanbuill
car, carrying the same body as
Page, and held off the other car
with @ 9.65 run, though Lantz had
the satisfaction of setting a new
class record earlier on with a 9.31s
rum.

Racing in all classes
exceptionally good at the well-run
meeting, but really, with such 2
terrific funny car entry would have
been happy lo see nothing clsc.
Drag racing certainly necds more
big entries like this in the top
classes. e LT.D.




This 1§ Clive jton’s new funmy car which aj'ﬂ. \
Wroughtan, Skilten isa Viauxhall dealer, so it's not surpris |||‘ to

.@:\:r rinr JWMl p 3 . —

B Moreton back

John Moreton will be making a
return to the drag strips
with the popular 1
za/Chev, It will be recalled that
some two vears ago the car did a
i 1074 when in the hands of Colin
Mullen, but has not beeen as consis
& . o box troubles
eral times.

A ||>n|p|
rebuild has be
ch/Turba transmis
is now seriously
e mines with the
-t -.huuld sriainly challenge
i " again as it did in I'I\-a

o3 = .Ln.I.T'L'. Q.nr of last year,




Roland Pratt just gets the jump on Bjorn Anderson's Opel, to head him in the run despite oil and o
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Funny car orgy for seven

Funny car fans were treated to an orgy of the most
spectacular class at Wroughton at the weekend,
with seven cars battling it out for the TOR line
champlonship. The only non-runner was the
Canon Cameras Toyota, which was found to have
a chassis problem shortly before it was due to
leave for the LK.

None of the entries made particularly specta-
cular runs on Saturday, although Skillon ran a
good 7.5 with- his Vauxhall/Donovan, Hazze
Fromm, with the big 250 cubic inch Capri, made a
strong start but apparently had shifter problems.

On Sunday morming all were out to qualify and
practice, and by the end of the momning the times
stood with Skilton fastest at 7.5s, Fromm second
with a strong 8.03s half pass, Liam Churchill next
at R.06s after his quickest ever run. Bjorn
Anderson’s Opel Chevy at 8,65, and Leif Dabach’s
Volvo Chev at 8.4, All suffered traction problems
with loese dust at the mid range leading to some
spectacular moments. Late comers were Dennis
Priddle and Roland Pratt, who had abandonded
his Scimitar body for a still unpainted Avenger.
Both qualified in the tens with half passes

Skilton started with a bye run as the row of
funny cars lined up behind him ready to fire up in
quick succession, but his Donovan did not really
sound right and the time dropped to a 7.95. Priddle
and Churchill were next; it was a close race as
both cars thundered away, with Priddle getting
the verdict with a top-end charge of 180mph in
8.23s to 150mph and 8.35s for Churchill's Capri.
Sweden's best hope went out in the next round
when an oil filter split on Fromm’s big hemi during
the bum-out. This left Leif Dabach with an
unnopposed run at 8.7s and a long streak of oilin
the right hand lane, Pratt had to cope with this as
he faced Bjorn Anderson's Opel, and what a race it
was, with Pratt leaving first and then running
through the cloud of cement dust and getting
sideways. But he kept charging on and got the car
pointed in the right direction again in time to beat
the Opél's .25 with an 8.0s a 177m.

The second round started with that epic
confrontation, Skilton and Priddle, the first time
that they have met in funny car, but again,
Skilton's car didn't sound as if it had the measure
of Priddle’s low, low Avenger, and when Priddle
made one of his instant starts, it was all over—and
Skilton Had red lit anyway. The time was way
down at 7.ls and 196mph to an 8.ls for Skilton.
Pratt and Dabach were next out, but despite a
strong try by the Volvo driver. it was Pratt and the
UK again with an 8.25 to B.4s.

When final time came, Pratt was unlucky, for
the blower inlet gasket blew as the car was fired
up, and rather than leave Priddle alone in the final
run, Skilton jumped into his waiting car and fired
up alongside to make a race of it — though Priddle
could not now lose the title. Not that he would
have done anyway as he drove Skilton into the
ground with a shattering 6.945 at 204mph.

Top Fuel was limited to two cars in the end, as
John Anderson failed to make it from Sweden, so
Roz Prior and Trevor Young faced each other for

three runs, Roz broke her back axle on the first
though, so Young clearied up with a 7.22s at
202mph, and backed it up later with a 7.12s at
208mph.

Sensation of Pro Comp was James Rowat, who
lead all qualifiers in the class with his 354 Chev
dragster, Pat Cuss was not on his recent 8.8s form
and after a bye went out 1o the Chev with a 9.25 at
167mph for his 354 Chrysler, the Chev turning a
terrific 8.65s at 164mph. Mike Hall put out Peter
Barnet's funny car with his altered after Barnet
redlit, Barnet having had a win over Kevin
Burraw's dragster when it failed to fire

fith Hall capable of eights, the final looked
good, but first he failed to get oil pressure in his
B&) three speed, then after a strong launch,
Rowat had a transmission failure and just
managed to coast through to win. Yet another
new challenge for the excting 208 Pro-Comp
championship.

The Page team had their strongest challenge vet
in Senior Comp with hoth Bengt Stafbeg and
Anders Lantz bringing their Chevy powered
altereds over. Lantz's American built car, running
injection ran a 9. with fherg slightly slower
at 9.9s with his similarly powered car e Page
ran a 9.8z, all these runs taking place on Saturday,
then found a cracked valve, the head of which was

emertl dust

only just attached. They fitted a new valve into
the equally cracked head and tried not to run oo
hard until they had to. Luckily Lantz eliminiated
Stafberg with 9.4s to 10.3s, whilst they beat Vic
Hammond's Chrysler T with a 10.2s

The two near-identical cars fired up for the final
and at the green, Page's carburetted Chev leapt
away from the injected car and held the lead all
the way to g 9.fis — the cheers were loud again,

But in Middle comp, the task proved just too
much for Bob Messent in Stripteaser, faced again
with the ex-Lantz Plymouth coupé and Svente
Erickson’s Hemi-Jeep. There was little doubt that
Stripteaser would be the fastest UK entry, and
Messent worked through the 16 car field to meet
krickson in the semi-final. Messent's Jaguar

ngine was down one cylinder, while the clutch
was fading fast on the Jeep, so when the Minivan
jumped away 1o the lead, it looked for a minute
that he might do the impossible as Erickson eased
the Jeep away, but eventually the cubes told as the
Swede thundered through at 140mph in 10.3s to
10.7s . He repeated the trick against Juhnson in the
final, the immaculate but slightly heavier Chevy
powered Plymouth a couple of lengths behind at
the finish.

Other Swadish entries included Peter Svensson
in his 2 litre Volvo that lived up to it's reputation
by running a string of 12 second runs to take
Senior Street, Bengt Fredrickson with his
289/ Cortina, who looked certain 10 Win Jumier
Comp when Brian Monday broke his transmis-
sion, but lost his chance when he hit the start line
lights on his burn out.

JOHN DICKSON

Bengt Stafbug brought his 402 ci Buick engined T over from Sweden




~ DRAG RACING
AT AINTREE!

AINTREE, home of the Grand
National b W
stage drag racing!

first gvent at the Lancashire
mT:wm be on July 12 when the
Peanine Drag Rauus Club

organises the fourth round of the
MCN Top Bike champioaship.
The wtroduction of drag racing
1o the racecourse, near Liverpool,
follows countrywide alforts by the
Pennine club after action by the
Kirk Lees Metropolitan Council
stopped racing st the Pennine

dragway
Yorkshire.

At Aintree — it"s only & mile off
the end of the M37 motorway!
the Pennine club will have the
chaice of two oné-cighth-of-a-mile
drag strips.

Pennine Raceways director,
well-known rider Steve Muny, ex
plained the two strips: “One is on
the grandstand straight, with a
grandstand able to house 20,000

people amd offering top-line
fa

near Huddersfield

165,
“The other is on the railway
siraight and has a 20-feet high
grass bank offering excellent view-
ing for fans. We're really excited
about this new strip — great for

y riders and fans.”

Co-promoters, European Drag-
ways and Pennine Raceway,
plan 10 give top value with & full
day's qualifying and racing
Qualifying and practise will stint
at 10 am and continue until 3 pm,

to give the fast men time to get
used 1o the Aintree surface and
starting lights.

With ane eighth of a mile to rece
over, there will be litthe chance of a
fast-finishing bike catching a rival
who makes a better job of starting.

Racing proper will begin at .30
and carry through until 7.30 pm.
“We are going to give everyone &
chance of walching the racing.
even if they can only make it in the
evening,” explained Mr Murty.

The contenders for MCN cham
pionship points will be reaching
speeds up to 100 mph within the
220vards of the strip.

Terms are being negotiated with
the best talent in drag racing; and
the bikes will be backed by a range
of exciting cars.

Regulations for the event are
available from Jack Fletcher, 388
Whitechapel Road, Scholes
Cleckheaton, Yorkshire
Teiephone: Cleckheston 77172

TC’ hoosted
by Dunstall

TOM CHRISTENSON'S re-
cent superb American drag
race victory over Russ Collins®
triple-engined Honda was
achicved with British-made
1\ Dunstall barrels boosting the
capacity of the bike to 1,620¢cc.

In search for more power to
overcome the challeage of Collins'
incradible 3, 300cc.qonster and &
growing aumber of Sowbis-erpimed
Harley-Davidsons with up to
3, 700ce, “TC" fitted the $i0cc
Dunstall conversions to power him
1o his §.66 seoond victocy.

But Péul Dunstall, interviewed
at his Erith, Kent, factory, knew
nothing of the American ace's
plais to use his equipment. “Tt's
aews 0 me” said Mr Dunstall.
#We did have a talk to Tom some
time ago, but | had no idea he was
going to enter the bike as a Dun-
stall/Norton. We did scod him out
some tuning bits and bobs, but we
had mo specigl arrangement. He
must be using the name out of the
“anadness of his heart.

“He has two of - our 8l0cc
barrels and we did a couple of
cylinder heads for him,™ explained
a happy Mr Dunstall, whose
American business will be boosted
with such a high-speed demonsira-
non of the effectiveness of his big-
bare conversions.

Although Dunsiall’s have no
pians t get involved in drag
racing, he will be building rwo of
the most breathiaking machines to
het British roads later this year —
A Kawasaki ZI four, with a big-
bore 1,100cc kit fitred and a con-
verted 900cc Honda, fied with
American Blake
for wse by Mr Dunstall and one of
his stail.

“They will be strictly for fun —
there’s no question of them being
raced,” he said. "I'm rold by
American journalists who have
ridden bikes with these turbo-
chargers fitted that they are like a
normal bike up to 4,500 rpm, then
they just take off™

Meanwhile, over in America,
Tom Christenson will continue to
campaign the Dunstall Norton
until his latest creation is unveiled.
And that will really set the tongues
wagging, for Tom will be following
British practise and fitting
superchargers for extra power,
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KEITH LEE

- at - 10.05sec, and continuing Only facility missing
the tremd at Snetterton with  until now, that s — had
that run of 853 seconds been the lack of technical

With only  some T per information to  help racers
cent nitro in the tank there decide on the most suitable
is plenty of scope for times tyre compound for  their
: . _ to c;mnnuz- their downward machine,
| E i " S e ] spiral. That has all changed with S

Keith Pamell . . . into the eights at Santa Pod this weekend? The old five hundred the formation of M & H 2

should soon be seen back jn  International Sales by a

-F

\,_,@,.

Mick Hand picks up some we I1 eamed prize money.

action on the strips, having &foup of ex-Firestone engi-
been  sold  complete tp Meers. The five-man company

) | :
) another Easterner, Terry, -k altendmg the majority of Munn won the comp bike time at  Snetterton and 3
Sands. this year's race meetings —  award with his new Norton, cranked out a 9.28sec time
they are soon f0  set-up  featured in a recent Dragstrip on the grippy tarmac.
offices in the Camberley area  column, while Colin  Dighy Then at Santa Pod at Whit
Tyre help — and are offering advice  wop the second award with came his amazing ;

and practical assistance 1o his 812 cc street Honda, 8.05sec/152 mph — and he
anyone who takes the trouble Anything  that  helps to  had detuned back down from
The days of the Avon dra to go and ask promote improved  standards 58 nitro to 82 per cent.
H .slick are’ long gone, for a They carry a good range of of appearance has 1o be -
{ but the few slower machines Lyres in their van, for saje at  good, and the Gitanes-spon- =
. 1 that haven't yet managed to ressonable prices. Any tyre sored machine is a good Hand gr"'ls
| . wear them down to the Dot in stock can, 1 am told, example to follow
| canvas  yet — and the be shipped into the country Prize money at Santa Pod -
imported ~American M & H  Within 8-9 days. So if you've meetings has heen sig- | While Parnell aims for an
- Racemaster tyre has more EOL @ tyre problem then go  nificantly increased this year; ‘eight, team-mate Mick
have been  enormously. h than ably taken jtg place, and see the experts — it with two separate day's Hand will be trying equally
dded to the nihe second Second three meetings on the new Maore than 50,000 car and ©ould be worth a couple of racing at two-day meetings. hard to become the first
X : L] . . ntl':\;comet to single plot he has certainly im- bike slicks per year are lenths off your elapsed time. the winners of Top Bike rider of a 250 cc machine to
st. flmt was John Lloyd, 5_‘lgme.s s t bearded Peter proved those marks. The produced at  the manufac. elimination can win up to clock less than ten seconds
: : |on his and brother-Eddy’'s $mith from Canvey Island, times  have  consistently turing plant.  Riders  can . €50 per day at the present on his twin cylinder Honda.
5 3 12,000 cc Volkswagen-pow- Essex. At Snetterton on May  dropped, starting at 10.26sec,  select the grade of tyre th Ho'el pnze time. That should inspire Having sorted out his
L2 7. ered machine which he ‘ he made back-to-back runs followed up second time cut  suits them hest. 2 even greater efforts to clinch clutch problems, as proved :

9.89sec/ 142mph and

= 9 M\sai }H‘}mph on his €
B 3 T seven-fifty Triumph — and

i seconds at Santa Pod. that should well please spon-
G ~aFF .~ That figure is even more sors, Hadleigh Custom.
b - | notable because the motor Pete spent four years

a spot in the top eight, with by his enormous wheelie at

The French cigaretie firm  all eiﬁht places being paid. Snetterton, he could well hit

Gitanes have sponsored Phil Ithough we have not yet single figures if he ups the

Drake’s seven-fifty Triumph seen an all-nine-second field nitro to around 8BS per cent

which is a neatly turned-out this wyear, there have been in an attempt to keep wp
piece of race machinery. And some exceptional perform- with the big ‘uns

pushed into the single figure
- bracket with & nn of %&

wr runs only on straight meth- developing a 500 Triumph to help promote the s.und..rd ances, and | have a feelin Hand has now gqualified for
% | Inu[lﬁA lot of work has been  until the end of 1974. Then - e W - s of bike finish they are that this weekend's Sanlg the Top Bike field on no less
3 % pﬁ: rmed bi’-'- the pair over he got his hands on the 750 - I . ; \ presenting a cheque for £5 Pod meeting will produce than four consecutive oc- :

1 winter to get the motor from the old Remm . A A £ and 200 cigarettés to the some really exciting times. casions = this year —
_into such  really tion" street bike of the othe a . rider of the best turned out Keith Parmell is all set for wonder he's got-w big prin ns
3 % Hadle! fh ider Chris Ilussell ¢ o bike at each of this year's yet another crack at the nine he is seen picking up asome
Tom, ateley Lo w mods have 8 NDRC race meetings. second barrier with his 750 well earned prize money
;"mlul assis-  been made. A new frame was X At the recent Snetterton Triumph. He upped the nitro from BDR & HRA official
e o ‘:ankav::; they mdegmlm h;q the priaat \ ' e -.w_o.-d_l!_.meeu_n]. Johnny  to B8 per cent for the first Erica Bartleit in our picture.

; .!'ohn Jacques "Sann- Cyﬂ:" h ‘ e : > :
and a two- [ > 1

merdliu u.n.h in place oldl?mﬁtwla'e“es for Pete on the
. r hundred  were
MIII‘I' ﬁmm 10.13sec/136mph, but in only
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o Comp in

The BDR& HRA is to adapt the Pro
4 Comp division as from their next
§ meeting, good news o the steadijy
- Browing ranks of potential entrants
in this class. Looking ahead, the | 976
season, with perhaps a joint cham-
pionship run through the vear, could
ira.-l,v see this take off. with packed
.lfllldxu!cnmpwu\-e 755-8s cars thar
Wil natbe so crippinply expensive to «
- rmun_ 85 the Top Fuel and Funny Car
wdivisione ———— e~ —

Pro stock
 problems

Gunne Back didn't make it over to
‘l Wroughton's drag meeting with his
Pro Stock in the end, which was
|pﬂ>ba'hl)' just as well for the UK
| drivers,
| Gary Goggin, who had in fact
w | suffered a gearbox failure the pre-
Iwuns weekend at Santa Pod, not
| cluteh, found that he couldn't get top
gear and didn't get to run, while
Steve Osment Petrie sheared all the
boits in his ring gear on Saturday. He
£01 the car going for the next day
though, but despite sounding better
than ever and launching well, was let
| Bown by some missed shifts that
_hkl"nt his times down in the 11s.

i
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2 EUROPEAN GRAND PRIX

INCLUDING BRITISH FUNNY CAR GRAND PRIX

US.A. ENTRANT'S, FUNNY CAR DRIVER DALE EMERY
U.S.A.TOP FUEL BIKE RIDER DANNY JOHNSON
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*

£1-50 Sat. £2-00 Sun.
+50p paddock per day,
All prices include V.A.T

ANTA POD RACEWAY, PODINGTON,NR

Jddedrk Ak THE PROMOTORS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO ALTER AND/OR AMEND OR CANCEL THE MEETING WITHOUT NDTICE 0R REFUND. 2 sk s sk e s i o |

= Hoping for % runs a4t &

thiz wee

elition in the
hich they |

Stripteaser
challengers

& of the best supported drag
o u:l.u.cs.er- at present is Middle

™

petition, with at least twen
« appearing at some meeting

S after the Jaguar powered
ser” which is still holding
inst the V8s

which came close a few
& Sue Coles’ Chev/T
and Mick Saunders' similar car
Unfortunately Sue lost an engint ﬂ;
the last Pod meet, but Muc.

gaunders will be out at the Inw-md-.
tional again following an :nxlr\ I‘IJ[.L
recently, He has now replaced h.|.~
.I;lg\.ml" set-up with the .[HUI(‘__IF
stronger and increasingly rare E
Oldsmobile unit, which should i c'
anything that his Chevy & n|-,:|1p.|.t\|..1
cive. Together with more suitable
Eunnn}:. the =et-up should get him
down into the 108 Sz

Two ca
weeks ago wer

‘NSCOUNTTMKETE¢OO

Wellingbarough
Wollaston
Northampton
B

WELLINGBOROUGHZ

® Dave Rose \\

while a

Street, TUnming ¥
enginé at present 10 m-\! o
TVR after a close race Witk 3
As Top Street con de
Wheatley is

Rose's 440 comp
he was not pu




