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ANNY TH
YANK SAYS
HE'LL BEAT
THEM ALL
ROPE

four cylinder Kwacker which
was, in foct, built by Danny
Johnson in the States during
features some
Innovations, not
least being a Bé&J hydraulic
LW transmission unit
which is shifted into mt gear
push
mounted on the handiebars.
The hox is coupled to one of
Johnson's slider clutches. ley
Providing the boost to the
motor is an enormous GMC
371 supercharger which tends Pat
to dwarl the 2 in. 3
at present bolted to it. Viek
is really eager to run fast and
will be looking on this trip as
oppartunity Lo

IN EU

STAR attraction at the two-
| day BDR HRA Inter-
national meeting at Sana
Pod on July 5/6 will be the
appearance of one of
quickest accelerating drag
racers in the waorld,
American  veteran  rider
Danny Johnson is scheduled to
make a return visit to England
with his double-engined ' Go-
lath * Harley Davidson, Boast-
ing & total capacity of
;500 ¢cc, the fearsome
| machine accelerales  to nedr
i50mph in only 8.3 seconds
|ehpsed time for the standing
| start quorter mile
Johnson's last visip here was
in 1973 at the same Northamp-
tonshire venue. Riding his old
single-engined  Harley, the
quigl spoken American racer
ran times of 92 seconds/
165mph — the terminal speed
| mark having yet to be better-
ed by any British rider.
Now touring the States on a
match race circuit with fellow
| professional riders Tom Christ-
enson, Russ Collins  and
Marion  Owens, Danny has
said he will outrun the best
time  set any European
rider sl the meeting, If the
| weather is kind he could be
pushed to some really quick
| times, with riders like John
Hobbs,  Keith Parnell, Mick
Butler and Derek Chinn going
all oy 16 make sure Johnson
won'{ be alone in the eight
second bracket.
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Anton de Vos may_ also be
back on his unblown Kwacker,
after delighting the crowd at
Wroughton with his wheelie

runs

One blke which | personally
hnge makes the meeting 18
R0l Jansen's  twin-engined

Benelli, such a neat examphe
of how the Dutch machines
have progressed in a relatively
short time

Club news

Competitors might like to
note that the BDR & HRA now
has a few secretary. She is
Margaret | Warne, “wife of
‘Ihﬁr,hl:," Mick Warne, l'I::
riders T enlative on U
club cum%. Margaret has
taken over from. Sharon Watls
wha 18 emigrating te America
with her husband. !

The clubs new address is:
63 Trowley Rise, Abbots Lang-

. Hers, WD5 OLN Tel:
Kings Langley 67970

Oin the subject of addresses,
O'Dwyer, secretary  of
U ecarb the National Sprint Assacia-
tion has just moved house, and
his new address is: 59 Marl-
borough Road, Wood Green,
¢lp London N22. 5
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KEITH LEE
sori the bugs out of the new It has been quist on the

sprinting scenc of la
southarn part of the tr

but the NSA tell me that they
are  organising a  spri

Wrotighton, near HWL:III'I‘:, i
Saturday, July 28 Invited
clubs are Vincent Owners club
BDR & HRA, Morgan Owners
and Wessex Centre Memhers

in the

Regulations are lable fro
e O

Mick Hand wh address is
72 Kingston Close, Northolt
Midd:x. 5
Mick Hand's recent hair

riiging fide at Santa Pod can-
not_ g0 withoul mention. On
the same day that team mate
K_elth Parnell was busy making
history with his eight second
run, Mick nearly put himsell
Into orbit!

On' reaching a
around 120mph aboar
Honda the primary chain spap-
ped, causing the engine to
reach undreamed of mm at
which point the blower, con-
veniently positioned between
Micks legs exploded

The pressure blew him right
off his seat, Luckily he kept
hold of the handlebars and
came o & rapid stop.

A quick search revealed that
he wag still in one piece, but
1'll swear that ig voice has
gone up an octave or twol

speed of
d his 250

making It into the nines with

1an Messenger put the record o might about that
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red the track with a 6.87s run at 213 mph. th
terminal speed vet in the UK. Not lon
affte Herridge replied with a 6.77s run at 20
mph, Stardust car carrying the front wheel
for a hundred vards as it streaked up the trach
Dennis Priddle had to be content with a 7.8s whe
the clutch pack in his two speed burnt oul
while Rol Pratt had a clutch problem of hi
own In the Hill billies car, shutting down 3
mid-distance rather than fry the unit hopelessly
Phil Elson, with his new funny car bodied altereq
got into trouble while reversing the car back int
stage when a wheel flipped over on the extrem
caster and bent the track rod.

The Pro-Comp entry produced the closest fiel
vet in qualifying, with Mike Hall fitting a new st
of M&Hs to lead the way with an 3.7s at 177 mp
with his 302 altered, a time that was onl
inthe closing minutes by Gerry Andrews driving tf
Stones’ dragster, now fitted with the ex-Harv
American built blown Chevy engine-runnin

The big Harley will not be
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Roland Pratt had an unhappy weekend w

to lead qualifying,

made dniy@-hall pass at 7.4s to

the driver to the track. The British

le though, for Owen Haywood

with a 6.87s run at 213 mph, the

speed in the UK. Not long

Herridge replied with a6.77s run at 207

mph, the Stardust car carrying the front wheels

for a hundred as it streaked up the track.
Dennis Priddle

ad to be content with a 7.9s when
the cluteh pack in his two speed burnt out,
while unxd Pratt had & cluteh problem of his
own in the Hill billies car, shutting down at
mid-distance rather than fry the unit hopelessly.
Phil Elson, with his new funny car bodied altered,
got into trouble while reversing the car back into
stage when a wheel Mipped over on the extreme
caster and bent the track rod.

ThePro-Comp entry produced the closest field
yet in qualifying, with Mike Hall fitting & new set
of M&Hs to lead the way with an 3.7s at 177 mph
with his 392 altered, a time that wis only penured
inthe closing minutes by Gerry Andrews driving the:
Stones' dragster, now fitted with the ex-Harvie
American _built blown Chevy engine-running
straight methanol to record an 8.00s. Geoff Morris
in the ‘Maliby Express’ (formerly D.B. Motors)
rear-engined Chevy was next with an 8.2s, while
PPat Cuss took his 354 Hemi to an 8.7s at 177mph,
just ahead of Martin Rowat's formidable 350 Chev
Tail lat 89s, The breakage at Wroughton,
incidently, was a half shaft and not his own twWo
speed as reported. .

Peter Crane made a couple of passes with his
Fuel Dragster, netting a best of B.4s, but Owen
Haywood managed to hit a bump in the Houndog
rail hard enough to buckle the ch assis, which was
repaired late on Saturday in the workshaps, Ron
Picardo made the field up to three cars that would
definitely take a back seat to the funny car ac tion
yet again.

" Sunda moa'ningsawthequalufyinr.runsl’mm?hi|
Elson, who turned a nice, if unepectacular 8.9s at
160mph with his new Capri funny, and Dave Stone
also into the field with the new “Tee-Rat”
d after spending all morning on the clutch

made another practice run al 7.25in the
run that only reinforced theTreputation,

€ drivers have of being slightly mad.
seddevery inch of the track in an
ower slides! =

Tace d afttl

all. Predictably enough
mediae lead and shut
his expensive engine for

v 10,1975
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ith clutch problems in the Hillbillies Funlky,

213 mph

later rounds, but still clocked a 7.65 to 9.5s, The
second round gave Emery a chance to show what
he could do, and his professional approach showed
all the way from his burn-outs, through the fast
and accurate reversing back into stage to his
lightening start to a 6,885 run at 103mph. Roland
tried hard but trailed with a 7.9s

The third pair provided the biggest upset of all,
for Denis Priddle, who was widely tipped to meet
Emery in the final, was defeat ed by Dave Stone’s
Chevy altered. Both cars started together, with
Priddie taking an immediate |ead over Stone, who
was on hig first ever run in the new car under
racing conditions, but when Priddle went to
change gear, the transmission refused to go into
high. Stone had meanwhile backed off as he
neared the finish, thinking the race lost, but as
Priddle slowed he rolled past in the last yard! His
(ime was an 8.0 to 8.2s for the funny car. The last
pair was also predictable as Herridge drove away
from Elson with a 7.3s 1o 8.5s for Elson’s promising

apri.

But more was Lo
the Stone team couldn’t fire up their altered when
they found the blower drive idler bracket had
bent, so Owen Hayward had a second easy run (o
win with a 7.3s at 140 mph as he shut down early.

Then the moment camé that all had been
waiting for, and the tensian was electric as first
Herridge's then Emery’s big engines barked into
life. Long smokey burn-outs filled the whaole strip
with smoke, then both made repeated small burns
right on the start to gain maximum grip-then
drama again as Emery’s Milodon engine blew a
rocker gasket and spewed oil onto the red-hot

Unluckiest man of all, Da
Emery, of possible victory.

come, for in the second round, .

l¢ Emery whose Foc lar gashet hlew, robbi

exhaust starting a fire. The engine Wag cue und the
fire died by itsell bitawimtd € vfor the driver &
who had dome so farfor sofitile Herredge wikleft =
t 210 mph to go through [o meet
gain in the final

alone to a 6.
Huywoisd ye

And what a fina)! Hayward only did one
burmn-out following troub wcking up from the
fimt one when the tyre protested against
revolving against their natural ' by wibrating
the car. With both giant gines sounding
Immensly strong, il Was anyone's race -but

Hayward's chances went as he smoked the tyres
the full quarter 1o lose time at 7.5s and 199 mph
Unseen by many behind the smoke-screen
Herridge had just run the fastest ever at 6.66s and
214mph to take the European Funny Car
championship tithe

Pete Crane had a bye run to the Top Fuel final
with Ron Picardo giving Owen Hayward a close
run in his semi-final with a hole-shot start that
netted an 8.0s as Hayward came past with a 7.4s
Crane took the final run with another 6.8s to 7.0s,
but he must be wondering where t he combination
has gone that seemed in his grasp not long ago

But the best racing apart from Funny Car was
definitely in Pro Comp. Marun P ried
with a shock defeat of Jeff Morris, R
Chey car leaping away with uncanny tragtion to
Jead the 427 powered car of Morris & 66s% 8.774
Pat Cuss was next to fall as Mike Hall simiply
putpowered his 354 Hemi rail with his 392 altered
with his and the classes' first seven at 7.99s, with
Cuss trailing at 10s as he saw that the task was
beyond him. Then came the real stunner; Gerry
Andrews unleashed the powerful blown 427 in the
Stone's rail to 2 7.3s ume — on methanol
remem ber — to annihilate Rowat's car which also
tuned in a stunning 8.3s with the much smaller
engine. For the final, Andrets started  ns
favourite, but his Lenco trans Dlew on the line
again, leaving Hall with another 7.99s to win

Another pood day for the class of the
future — though already Andrew’s time will be
beyond the reach of some.

Winners elsewhere included Bob Meesent as
usual who took Middle Comp after breaking his
‘unbreakable’ Olds diff on Saturday hich must
say something aboul the power that r Jaguar
engine is developing. In the final he beat Alan
Sherwin's Jag/T with a 103s to 114s. with
identical speeds of 118 mph, while Dave Page took
Senior Comp yet again with a nice 8,465 at 145mph
in his Chevy/T. Gary Goggin had for some reason
been put in this class with his Pro Stock Camaro,
and turned a strong 10.03s against Mike Kason's
477 Ford altered only to red light at the same time.
Kason was unable to get into gear in the final
against Page after reversing into his push car!

The other bro Stock present, Mike Churchill's
Camaro, ran a best-of-three against Al O'Connor,
winning one with a best-ever 11.3s for Churchill,
byt losi the other two to the fiying
Popular/ Chev Bob Oram's indecently fast Jag E
type was the Top streel winner. beating Richard
East's Capn/Daimler 4.5 with a 12.15s to 1220s.

Lastly, Danny Johnson again showed the way
it's done on his monster 3.500cc Harley-Davidson.
clocking easy sounding mid-gights at 160 mph
plus without really trying, thie big V twins bagely
turning over in comparisan with some of the
high-revving machinery around.

A good meeting by any standards, only marred
by the run of bad luck that plagued the funny car
field and robbed it of some of its potential glory.

JOHN DICKSON

ng the British of competition arnd

R L aed o

s 350




" 16=MOTOR

CYCLE, WEEK ENDING 12 JULY 187§

~ IN THE EIGH

JOHN HOBBS finally got it all together and became

the fastest European bike drag racer with an 8.86e 1o the

second run at Santa Pod on Sunday.
But Hobbs was only one of three riders who

turned ‘eights’ in two da
Fastest time of the weekend
3,500 cc Harley-Davidson ‘Goliath’ to

Johnson

wha shot his
a st d 8.48s —

both Habbs and Johnson were
first day by Keith Parnall wh,

First-day qualifying for a
two-day event always pro-
vides tremendous ex-
citement right up to the
very last run, and that
was certainly the case at
this meeting. By the time
the smoke cleared at 8 pm
no less than 13 bikes had
qualified in the nines, with
Sid Austin - sneaking into
the top eight with the last
run of the day on his 750
c¢ Triumph,

Parnell  repeated  his
eight second run of last
month to head the list of
qualifiers, while the other
sensation of the day was
John Hobbs who, although
suffering a loose rear
motor spline, gunned the
Hobbit down the gquarter-
mile to record the fastest
speed by a European rider
— 162,60 mph with a time
of 8225

: | didn't do

| offered
| match

ys of incredible Jracing.

went to American Danny

ever seen in the country. But
beaten into the lights on the

ose 750 Triumph ran B.94s

SANTA POD

by KEITH LEE

Also running well were
Derek Chinn at 9.33 (153
mph) on Pegasus, and John
Clift with his best ever
time of 9.37s (14! mph).
Pete Smith and ClIF Lid-
diard also recorded person-
al best times of 9.39s and
9:46s respectively. | |

With so  many ‘gdod
performances it was hard
to choose the best of the
day, but Ted Dunmowls
9695 on an unsuper-
charged 750 cc Triump
must rank very high. A

Brian  Chapman
three
bike,
wasn't
However, John Hobbs was,

the chance 1
race Johnson's big
Harley, and that put Chap-
man into the top eight.

Mick Warne tried despe-

rately to make the top
class, and although he
i it, he had the
satisfaction of running in
the nines for the first time
with his 1,500 Triumph, at
9.86s, although he later
blew the rear motor.
. Derek  Penfold also hit
single figures for the first-
time at 9.935 on his 750 cc
Triumph, causing  father
Ken to try a cartwheel in
the starting area.

In the street class, Terry
Redill was out for the first
time on hig Yoshimura
Kawasaki, and returned 1o
the 115 gat long  Jlast,
lr]t‘!:;v:::jrdmg 11715 on his

Ird  qualifyin

ad the el e d

[ meeting  was onl
marreq by lohn Lloyﬁ
badly gashing his left fopr
alter clipping  the timing
mirrors  when  his Vol-

but a .best of 9.77s

made
attempls to make top |

]
kswapgen bike Bot Wwo cluse
centrd line at the

Dutch | riders  ar-
Sunday morning,

yualificd for the
ke elimination,

Janssen running

well on  his

L300 cc  twin-
engined Benelli, taking the
win with 8 best-ever 10.16s
(130 mph) charge in the
final. 1

Round tné of top bike
saw Keith Pirnell lead off
with a |wip  over Clive
Liddiard fa | 10.01s (125
mph), buf the Hagon forks
had so much play in them
that he was|farced to shut
off in the semi-final, going
out to John Clift's 9,895
(153 mph) run.

Derek Chinn
close to an  eight
9165 (152 ' mph)  on
Pegasus, but  there ‘was
drama when the rear brake
caliper [?rok.‘ away,
chopping off the tyre valve
— Derek bringing the biké
to @ halt with the gearhox
scraping the tarmac.

This reinstated © Pete
Smith, who went out 14
Brian Chapman in the ifirsy
round. The roles werce
reversed in the semu-finals|
though, with Smith taking

inish
- Four
nved o
and al|
middle
with Ro
exaremel
unblown

came
with

“the win — 9.565 10 9,758,

quite good enough. |

\

In_the final, it looked to
be! Clift all the way, but a
rnt exhaust valve robbed
1&: of top end\ power,

'Smith coming \ through  to

_win, the title in 954s (146
mph) to Clift's quicker but
losing 9.43s (141 rmoh) °

Top bike  i§ | always
exciting, but funday's
main " attraction wis the
match = between .ehnson
and Hobbs. Round e saw
John  Hobbs bum  out
against the barrier, mly to
pick up chunks ¢ the
Santa Pod tarmac wih the
huge rear slick, scatering
onlookers,

Un the line, both iders
anticipated the lights well
— Johnson- storming nead
to record 865s (166 rph),
with John trailing at "1l
(157 mph).

Round twqo was the
exciting one. Hohbs »apt
ahead on the Hobbit the
Weslake  motors puling
hard.  Johnson  powred
after  Hobbs, the big
Harley only ' just puling
ahead of him at the top
end 10 take the wir in

\Ii

'

B48s (167 mph) — buy for
John Hobbs there was the
glory of an RBEgs (158
mph) pass on the new
machine A bemt rocker
shaft prevented 4 further
run, but John was justifia-
bly a very happy man

For the American's last
run, Brian Chapman raced
alongside him with a one-
second start, but Johnson
hit 8.58s (167 mph) to win
and Brian red-lit in a deter
mined effort.

BARROW TRIAL
Cartmell, Cumbria — Sunday
Best Performance: N fiyrken
(325 Suzuki). S marks lost Sest
Up te 14: A Dixon 1125
Montesa), 120 Best 14-18: A
Neill (2350 Bultacod, 36 First-

class Awards: M. Myers 4250
Yamahar, 30. M Wren (323
Hultaco) and T ' Addisen
1250 Montesa). 39. M. MeKay
(250 Ossar, 44: D. Williams 1335
Bultaen) 45 Second-class
Awards: T Calvert 31 J
Myers. 52: 1

¥ Abbott, 54
Harrison, &

R Kane, &5

W

ILKESTON TRIAL

Two Dales, Matlock, Derbyshire
— Sunday

Best Performance: © Milner
(325 Bultaco), 17 marks lost
Best Movice: C  Pickering 250
Bultacoi ol First-class
Awards: P. Ledgerwood 1250
Rultacoi, 19 D. Thorpe 1325
Bultaco), 23; E. Breffitn 250
Ossar, MH: W -Wood 1250 Ossa)
35: R Moor i250 Tagg Ossal
30: B. Melville (250 Tagg Ossa)
31, Second-class Awards: M
Leddy, 37, D. Hooke, 35 H
Kondo, 42: D. Smith, 48, 1

Orme. 4%; A Rushton. 50

FROME TRIAL
Somerset — Sunday

Class A Awards, Besi Per-
formance: T. Ring (250 Mon
tesal. 4 marks lost. Runner-up:
P. Anker (230 Ossa), 6 3 C
Warren 1250 Bultscol and G
Hacker (250 Ossa), 10, 5 S
Wiggin (325 Bultacoi, 11: & R
Painter (250 Montesa), 16 Class
B: M. Lampert (250 Ossar I8
Class C Awards: A Clark 12
Ossa). 16; R. Williams
Bullacel. 13; R. Davies 25
Bultacod, 20; K Ring 1250
Bultago), M Hann 1250 Ossal
and P. Feltham - (2150 Ilu:l!.u:"
30. Schoolboys: L Tracey --9"
Bultaco» 20 J Tick 1250
Nssal, 36

Get!mg rnight down o L Jahn

Hobbs is poised to become

the fastest European bike

drag ricer. Danny Johnson is in the background,

Hobbs gets the B-in rear slick sm

o —ar

oking on * The Hobbit .

twWins are shoehorned into

I
Rob Janssen's drag bike,




IT'S heartwarming to see your faith in a project
vindicated — and John Hobbs’s performance
at Santa Pod a! the weekend, breaking the
eights on the Weslake-engined, “Motor
Cycle”-sponsored ““Hobbit”, with 8.86 sec,
was good news indeed.

It would be a mistake to think that John
has had an easy time of it. For weeks and
weeks before his first run, he was up until the
early hours putting the thing together. After
hours of thought, certain things didn’t work
out in practice, and he had to go back to
square one on numerous occasions. When |
saw him the day before “The Hobbit's” first
run, he looked exhausted.

It's difficult to imagine the thousands of cal-
culations he has had to work out; the count-
less measurements; the many drawings; and
finally, the mental and physical effort required
S to built the double-engined bike with his own
= Sawe. 4 . hands.

et The dedication of the drag strip boys has
: a'ways amazed me. And now, after being in on
“The Hobbit” project all along, the hours of
= quiet dedication by just one of them has left
-~~~ anindelible impression.

S ey I'm glad, too, that, through Vic Willoughby's
. : " series of articles on the project, “Motor
e Py s e '\ Cycle” readers have been able to share it all.
the dfastest European bike ~ : - :

(]




Funny Cars highlight
Santa Pod weekend
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OHNSON — A

NO LESS THAN six ed to go that fast to get
eight-second runs were ahead of on-form John
recorded at Santa Pod on  Hobb, right back in
Saturday and Sunday, business with a storming
with Danny Johnson, the 8.86/158.48 mph.
American ace, making the Keth Parnell put in another
Tastest run :‘m with  cight-second run dusing Satur-
8.48 scconds mt 98y qualifying period. And it
P stung the American visitor into
[167.56mph! And he need- 00 — Johnson having made

one run that the timing gear
had not recorded.

At 630 pm, Parnell made n
superb run in just B.94 seconds m
15291 mph. Abmost s the time
was announced, the 1,500 ce
double-cngined  Harley Davidson
appeared and Jobnson made ready.

His getowny scemed almost
gentle, with big V-twins pulling
from bow revs. But the rate af
which the white-leathered figure

disappesred made it clear that he

was really moving, And the clocks
confirmed 4 -—— 862 seconds sr
165 84 mph!

After that, Saturday drew fo &
long and painful close, with the
final run being made a1 9.20 pm
with oaly the most devoled and
patient fans still present.

Dianny Johmson and Jobn Hobbs
were due 1o compete in three “ex-
hibation runs” on Sunday — but
the ACU decreed. in its mrest
wisdom, that Damny Johnson
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Liam Churchill’s Euro Sting Ford fun
has 2000 bhp on tap, while the a
Motor road test car has 85 bh
month’s road test horsepower wait

be .unleashed in less than 10 m
boggling seconds! In another fi
Motor Rex Greenslade pilot
awesome machine and (almost) tam
Cover and feature photograp

Lawrie Gatehouse




ONLY ONE man could refer to his
supercharged nitro-burning 9801:5
Kawasaki drag bike as “the moped
— Henk Vink, the ever-smiling hero
of Dutch drag and sprint fans.

And he has good reason
to dismiss a 9.2 second
racer with a wave of the
hand - he now has a 1960cc
double engined Kawasaki to
play with. and ac]m:li 1o
calling the new bike "the
big one.”

Big it certainly is, from its twin
lmn:sdbc Ir::;]ygs to its tem-inch
wide rear slick. The m.;l of a
hard winter's work ace
mechanic Jan Smit, it is destined
to bruise ear-drums and
stares of disbelief wherever il
appears.

The two four-cylinder engines
are joined in & novel fashion, with
a sct of gears linking the c‘n_mk-
shafts on both sides of the bike.
This is an idea from the joint
imaginations of rider Henk and
mechanic Jan Smit, in an attempt
to overcome the big weak point.,
with double-engined creations: l_h:

rear crank bearing on the drive
side where it takes the load trans-
mitted from the front engine, plus

Henk Vink's new ‘big one’ — a 1960cc double engined Kawasaki e -

ww.-—-«_..___.— T e e e B e

the power of the rear engine that
has to be transmitied to the rear
wheel

By linking the cranks at both
ends, the power of the front
engine takes two separaie routes
rearwards and the rear crank gets
an easier life. Primary drive is
the standard gear type, direct from
the centre of the rear ai.:kshaft, to
an American B & 1 two-speed
transmission. Jan has adapted the
air pressure operation of the gear-
shift to foot control, which Henk
prefers to the more normal hand-
lebar pushbutton

Internally, the 980cc engines are
virtually standard, apart from
special oversize pistons giving a
6:1 compression ratio. That's as
much as they need, with B0%
nitro-methane being pumped in
from a massive GMC super
charger, which s driven by
toothed belt from the crankshaft
of the front engine

Influence

The fuel injection s & super-
sophisticated  aflair, especally
built for the bike by Hilborn Injec-
tion in America, to a design by
Tom Christenson’s tame genius,
John Gregory. Twin injectors
supply mixture to the super-
charger.

But there is the also a direct
injection of fuel into each inlet
port, fed by a high-pressure pump
driven off the end of the front
engine’s inlet camshaft

John Gregory'sinfluence is seen
elsewhere in the gleaming monster
of the quarter-mile. The clutch is
the world-respected  Gregory
design that “TC' himsell has used
so effectively for the past four
years. And John lived in Amster-
dam for a month to work with
Smit in building the {rame and
getting all the fine settings right.

With all that equipment, it’s no
lightweight. *I'm afraid it's almost
300 kilos," admits Henk. That is
getting on for six hundredweight!
“We set out 1o make it strong, of
course,” Henk continues. “and
you must remember that Russ
Collins’ bike weighs nearly 400
kilos."

Hero
Henk
bloods
his

‘ B |

And it is certainly not a cheap
machine, “We have a budget for
the year's racing of about £25,000-
£30,000." pounds,”  explains
Henk. We feel it's important that
people shouldn't think of the
director of the Dutch Kawasaki
importers.as a man behind a desk

who docsn't know anything about
bikes. "

One of the most approachable
men you could wish to meet, no-
one could believe Henk Vink
doesn’t know how to ride a motor
cycle. And how tvpical of his
modesty that his first British
appearance with the new double
Kawasaki was at the recemt
National Sprint Association meet-
ing at Santa Pod — where there
were no crowds 1o waich the
action

The bike never managed a run
under its own power that day. On
the starting rollers, the two four-

T et

One’

Ppot engincs were being persuaded
nto hife when the 80 per cent
nitro-methane laden fuel,
gathered in the from engine,
protested at being compressed and
blew a large hole in the off-side
cylinder wall, taking a chunk of
the erankcase with it

When Henk then tried to start
the “moped”, a new American
cam fouled the cylinder head cast-
ing and more damage! !

The ever-willing Smit started to |
strip the engine and replace the
cylinder head getting the bike
ready for a late afternoon run in
9.4 scconds — that's quite a
moped.

But Henk was in action at Santa
Pod during the latest round of the
GauloisesMCN British Drag Bike
championship. Eight o ers of
blown Kawasaki added a new
dimension to the sounds of the
strips.
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ORGANISED BY - .

THE BDR & HRA cal / ey

*THE FIRST 3.DAY EVENT STAGED QUALIFYING & PRACTICE SAT.IN v il
e e

 JCLOSURE 50p DISCOUNTTHREE-DAY TICKET £4 00 INCLUDING » Al

a)

THE TOPFUELCARSATE1 00 SUN'MON £1 50 PER DAY PADDOCK & ,
] R LNELWEL L INGEC ’

% RACING ,
NG MARSTON SUNDAY 13 JULY
Philips Electrical Rallypoint g
10a.m. to 3 p.m. {.‘
Castrol Dragster Chalienge
3.30p.m. to 6 p.m

at AINTREE
Nr. Liverpool

SAT., JULY12
i Qualifying 12-4 p.m.
| racing 4.30-7.30 p.m.
i : | PLENTY OF BIG BIKES!!

{ by Ewmpean Dragways a Hgane

t
AINTREE jy. Liverpool e
SAT gLy 12
Qualitying 12 _ dpm, racing

.30 -7 30p,

CATES OPEN Sum

Dragways and orpnised by the
¥ Racing Cll::: -

\TIONAL DRAG RACING
— AT SNETTERTON = |
MAY 3rd-4th * nnst_mvnmr_mzrmn__"

* FIRST NDRC NATIONAL OF 1975 #* *EHH#IEE?J!:EEEE'R”

3 “ The following drivers and cars booked to appear: Dennis Priddie, * GRANDSTANDS, BARS.
#] Clive Skilton, Raz Prior, Dave Stone, "The Lizard’ top fuel car, REFRESHMENTS, GOODIES
X i Liam Churchill, Roland Pratt, Mike Hall, Revolution Three. STALLS i

* SENSATIONAL 200 MPH ACTION!! Organised by the NATIONAL DRAG RACING CLUB *

The promaters and organisers reserve the right to alter or canesl the whale or part ol the meeting without notice

§ Rodand Pravr in the * Revell Hillbilhies® Scimirar
Badied fumny car
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